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^"^* PREFACE 



BY THE TRANSI^iTOR- 



TffB remarfcs of Foreign Travellers upox9^ 
eur owa country have always been so 
Vifdl received by the Public^ that no apo« 
bgy jcan be necessary for oiFering to it 
the present Translation. The Author of 
this work seems to have enjoyed more 
advantages than oaost of his predecessors^ 
and to have availed himself of them with 
remarkable diligence. He boasts also of 
his impartiality : to this praise, in ge- ^ 
neral, he is entitled ; but there are some 
things which he has seen with a jaun- 
diced eye. It is manifest that he is bi- 
goted to the deplorable &u^^\^U\\ow^ cj!l 
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his country ; and we may wtll suppose 
riiat those parts of the work in which this 
bigotry is most apparent, have not been 
improved by the aid for which he, thanks 
his Father Confessor. The Translator has 
seldom thought it necessary to offer any 
commtnts upon the palpable ehrors and 
mis-statements which this spirit has some- 
Ucues occasioned : the few notes which 

i _ . * 

be has annexed are distinguished by . the 
letters Tr. 



'. . . * 



PREFACE. 



iV VOLITMB of Travels rarely or n^ver, m 
jTur (Uya^ appears in Spain:, in Eogland^ 
pn .the contrary, scarcely any works are so 
numerous. If. 3n Englishman spends the 
summer in any of the movmtainous pro* 
THices^ or runs o^r to Paris for six weeks^ 
)ie publishes the history of his travels; 
{nnd if a work of this kind be - announced 
in FranQC, so great a competition is ex* 
cited among the London booksellers, that 
they import it sheet by sheet as it comes 
from the press, and translate and print it 
piece-meal. The greater number of such 
books must necessarily be of little value : 
all, however, find readers, and the worst 
of them adds something to the stock of 
general information, 
. We seldom trave\ •, awd vXx^-^ ^\xvqws^ >aa». 



who do, never give their journals to the 
public. Is it because literature can hardly 
be said to have become a trade among us^ 
or because vanity is no part of our na- 
tional character } The present work^ there- 
fore, is safe from comparison, and will 

• 

have the advantage of novelty. If it sub- 
ject me to the charge tf vanity myself, I 
shall be sorry for the imputation, but not 
conscious of deserving it. I went ta 
England under circumstances miusuaHy 
favourable, and remained there eighteen 
Bionths, during the greater part of whicti 
I was domesticated in an English family* 
They knew that k was i»y intention to 
publish an account of what I saw, and 
aided me in my inquiries with a kindness^ 
whieh I must ever remember. My re- 
marks were communicated, as they OC'* 
curred, in letters to my own femify, and 
to my Father Confessor ; and they from 
time to time suggest!^ to me such objects 
oF observation as might otherwise perhaps- 
have been overlooked^ i b»ve thought it 
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better to revise tf^rese lettei^^ inserting such, 
matter as further cesearch} and more kiK>W'<i? 
ledge enabled me to addf nather than to 
methodise the whole j having observed in 
£ngland; that works of thU kixid vvhereint; 
the subjects ane presented in the ordev 
wherein they occurred> are always joetter 
received than those of a more systematical-: 
arrangement: indeed^ they are! lesd likely 
to be ^roneous^ and their errors are more 
excusable. In those letters which relate 
tO] the state of religion^ I have availed 
myPi^f of the remarks with which my Far 
ther Confessor iastructed me in his eof^ 
respondeiure. He has fbvbidden me to. 
mention his name ; hut it ia my duty to 
state^ that the most valuable observations: 
upon this important subject^ andy in par* 
ticular^ those passages in; which theF^i* 
tbers are so successfully quoted^ would < 
not have enriched these vdtiaiesy but for 
his assistance. ... 

In thus delineating to my coMivXr^xsv^w 
the domestic character and ViaXAU o^ ^^ 
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ESPRIELLA^S 



LETTERS FROM ENGLAND. 



LETTER r. 

Arrival at Falmouth. — Custom House,— ^ 
Food of the English',— Noise and Bustle 
ut the Inn. 

Wednesday, April 21, 180^2. 

I WRITE to you from English groun'J. 
On the twelfth morning after our depar- 
ture from Lisbon we came in sicrht of the 
Lizard, two light-houses on the rocks near 
the Land's End, which mark a dangerous 
shore. The day was clear, and showed us 
the whole coast to advantage ; but if these 
We the white cliffs of England, they have 
been strangely magnified by report : their 
forms €ire uninteresting, and their UevsJxH 
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diminutive; if a score such were piled un- 
der Cape Fiuisierre, they would look like a 
flight of stairs to the Spanish roountainsr 
I made this observation to J—, who could 
not help acknowledging the truth, but he 
bade me look at the green fields. The 
verdure was certainly very delightful, and 
that not merely because our eyes were 
wearied with the gray sea : ihe appearance 
was like green com, though approaching 
nearer I perceived that the colour never 
changed ; for the herb, being kept short by 
cattle, does not move with the wind. 

We passed in sight of St. Maurs, a little 
fishing-town on the east of the bay, and 
anchored about noon at Falmouth, There 
is a man .alwavs on the look-out for the 
packets ; he makes a signal as soon as one 
is seen, and every woman who has a bus- 
band on board gives him a shilling for t)ie 
intelligence. I went through some trouble- 
some forms upon landing, in consequence 
of the inhospitable laws enacted at the be- 
ginning of the war. There were then the 
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Vexatious ceremonies of the custom house 
to be performed, where double fees were 
exacted for passing our baggage at extraor- 
dinary hours. J bade me not judge of 

his countrymen by their sea-ports : it is a 
proverb, said he, ^ that the people at these 
places are all either birds of passage, or 
birds of prey ;' it is their business to fleece 
us, and ours to be silent. — Patience where 
there is no remedy 1 — our own aphorism, . 
I. find, is as needful abroad as at home. 
But if ever some new Cervantes should 
arise to write a mock heroic, let him 
make his hero pass through a custom 
house on his descent to ihe infernal re- 
gions. 

The inn appeared magnificent to me; 
my friend complai>ped that it was dirty 
and uncomfortable. I cannot relish their 
food: they eat their meat half raw; the 
Vegetables are never boiled enough to be 
loft ; and every thing is insipid c^ept 
the bread, which is salt, bitter, and dis- 
agreeable. Their beer is fac bcvv^^ '\x^ 

M.2 



4 LETTER I, ^ 

Spain, the voyage and the climate ripen it. 
The cheese and butter were more to mv 
taste ; manteca indeed is not butter, and the 
Englishman* who wanted to call it so 
at Cadiz was as inaccurate in his palate as 
in his ideas. Generous wines are inordi* 
nately dear, and no others are to be pro- 
cured \ about a dollar a-bottle is the price. 
What you find at the inns is in general 
miserably bad; they know this, and yet 
drink that the host may be satisfied with, 
their expenses : our custom of paying for 
the house-room is more oecoqomical, and 
better. 

Falmouth stands on the western side of 
the bay, and consists of one long narrow 
street which exhibits no favourable spe- 
cimen either oi[ the boasted cleanliness 
or wealth of the English towns. The 
wealthier merchants dwell a little out of 



* Tliis blunder has been applied to the French 
word emu Whicliever may be original, it certainly 
•ught not to be palmed upon an Englishman — Tjl. 



FALMOUTH. St 

the town upon the shore, or on the op- 
posite sivie of the bay at a little place 
called Ftushing* The harbour^ which i» 
very fine^ is commanded by the castle oi 
Pendennis \ hear its mouth there is a single 
vockj on which a pole is erected because it 
13 covered at high tide* A madman not 
many years ago carried his wife here at 
low water> landed hereon the rock^ and 
rowed away in sport ; nor did he retum 
till her danger a» well as fear had become 
extreme. I 

Some time since the priest of this place 
was applied to to bury a certain pf:rson 
£poi»the adjoining country^** Why^ohn'/* 
aaid he to the sexton, <^ we buried this 
man a dozen years ago \^ and in fact it 
appeared on referring to the booko of the 
church that his funeral had been registered 
ten years back. He had been bed-ridden 
and in a state of dotage during all that 
time 5 and hifi heirs^ had made a mock 
burial, to avoid certain legal forms and ex- 
.penses which would else have been neces* 



•ary to enable ijiem to rec'eive and dispotc 
of his rcnls. I was also told another 
anecdote of an inhabitant of this town^ 
not unworthy of a stoic : — His house was 
on fire; it contained his whole property; 
and when he found it was in vaia to at» 
tempt saving any thing, be went upon the 
nearest bill and made a drawing of the 
conflagration :-p-an admirable instance of 
English phlegm I 

The perpetual stir and bustle in this inn 
is as surprising as it is wearisome. Doon 
opening and shuttings bells ringing, voices 
calling to the waiter from every quarter, 
while he cries ^* coming," to one room, 
and hurries away to another. Every body 
is in a hurry here ) either they are going 
off in the packets, and arc hastening thei? 
preparaiious to embark ; or they have just 
arrived, and are impatient to 'be on the 
road homeward. Every now-and then a 
carriage rattles up to the door with a ra- 
pidity which makes the very house shake. 
J\\t man who clcc^ns the boots is runping 
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in one direction, the barber with his pow- 
der-bag in another 5 here goes the barber's 
boy with his hot water and razorsj there 
comes the clean linen from the washer- 
woman) and the hall is full of porters and 
sailors bringing in luggage, or bearing it 
tway J— now you hear a horn blow be- 
cause the poet is coming in, and in the 
middle of the night you are awakened by 
another because it is going out. Nothing 
is done in E^glaiul without a noise, and 
yet noise is the only thing they forget in 
the bill ! 
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Mode of Travelling. ^^Penryn. — Truro.^^ 
Dreariness of the Country .^^Bodmin.'^ 
Earth- Coal the common Ft/el, — Louti" 
ceston. — Excellence of the Inns and 
lioads . — Okehampton . — Exeter. 

Thursday, .April a2. 

Ilarly in the morning our chaise w.as at 
ihe door, a four-wheeled carriage which 
conveniently carries three persons. It has 
glass in front and at the sides, instead of 
being closed with curtains, so that you at 
once fee the country and are sheltered 
from the weather. Two horses drew us at 
the rate of a league and a half in the hour; — 
such is the rapidity with which the English 
travel. Half a league from Falmouth is 
th^ litile town of Penryn^ whose Ul-hu^U 
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and narrow streets seem to have been con- 
trived to make as many acute angles in the 
road, and take the traveller up and down 
as many stee^ declivities as possible in a 
given distance. In two hours we reached 
Truroy where we breakfasted: this meal- 
is completely spoilt by the abominable 
bitterness of the bread, to which I shall 
not soon be able to reconcile myself. The 
town is clean and opulent ; it» main street 
broad, with superb shops, and a little gut- 
ter stream runnings through it. AH the 
'shops have windows to them ; the climate 
is so inclement that it would be impos- 
sible to live without them. J showed. 

me wherp some traveller had left the ex- 
^jpression of his impatience written upon 
the wainscot with a pencil — * Thanks to 
the Gods another stage is past' — for all 
travellers are in haste here, either on their* 
way home, or to be in time for the packet. 
When we proceeded the day had become 
dark antl overclouded ; — quite English 
*1l?caiher; — I could scarcely keep myselE 
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warm in my cloak : the trees have hardly a 
tinge of green, though it is now so late in 
April. Every thing has a coarse and cold 
appearance: the heath looks nipt in its 
growth, and the hedge-plants are all hiean 
and insignificant: nettles, and thistles, 
and thorns-; instead of the aloe, and the 
acanthus, and the arbutus, and the vine. 
We soon entered up^n a track as dreary as 
any in Estremadura; mile after mile the 
Foad lay straight before us ; up and down 
long hills, whose heights only served to 
show how extensive was the waste. 

Mitchel-Dean, the next place to which 
we came, is as miserable as any of our 
most decayed towns; it is what they call a 
rotten borough: that is, it has the privi- 
lege of returning two members to parlia- 
ment, who purchase the votes of their 
constituents^ and the place has no other 
trade ;— it has indeed a very rotten appear-^ 
ance. Even the poorest houses in this 
country are glazed : this, however, prov^ 
rather the inclemency^ of the climate than 



INK-SIGNS. 11 

the wealth of the people. Our second stage 
wft3 to a single house called the Indian 
Queeng, which is rather a post-house than 
an inn. These places are not distinguished 
by a bush, though that was once the custom 
here also, but by a large painting swung 
from a sort of gallows before the door, or 
nailed above it, and the house takes itjs, 
name from the sign. Lambs, horses, 
bull^, and stags, are common ; sometimes 
they have red lions, green drag9ns, or blue 
boars, or the head of the king or queen, or 
the arms of the nearest nobleman. One 
inconvenience attends their mode of travel- 
ling, which h, that at every stage the chaise 
is changed, and of coarse there is the 
Irouble of removing all the baggage. 

The same dreary country still lay before 
us; on the right there was a wild rock 
rising at once from the plain, with a ruin 
upon its summit. Nothing can be more 
desolate than the appearance of this pro- 
vince, where most part of the inhabitants 
live in the mines. " I never see the ^ceatec 
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part of my parishioners," said a cl'ergjr^ 
man here, " till they come up to be buried.** 
We dined at Bodmia, an old town which 
was once the chief seat of religion in the 
district, but has materially suffered since 
the schism; ill-built, yet not worse 
built than situated, being shadowed by a 
hill to the south ; and to complete the list 
of ill contrivances, their water is brought 
through the common burial-place. They 
burn earth-coal every where; it is a black 
shining stone^ very brittle, which kindle* 
slowly, making much smoke, and much 
ashes : but as all the houses are built with 
clMmneys it is neither ijnwholesome nor 
disagreeable. An Englishman's delight is 
to stir the fire : and I believe I shall soon 
acquire this part of their manners, as a 
means of self-defence against their raw 
and chilly atmosphere. The hearth is 
furnished with a round bar to move the 
. coals, a sort of forceps to arrange them, 
and a small sho\'el for the cinders ; all of 
iron, aad so shaped and polished as. to be* 
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ertiametital. Besides these, there is what 
they call the fender, which is a little 
moveable barrier^ eithet* of brass or po- 
lished steel, or soisetiines of wire painted 
green and capt with brass, to prevent the 
live embers from falling upon the floor. 
The grates which confine the fire are oftea 
very costly and beautiful, every thing being 
designed to display the wealth of the peo^ 
pie ; even the bars, though they are neces- 
sarily blackened every day by the smoke, 
are regularly brightened in the morning, 
and this work is performed by wonien. 
In good houses the chimneys have a mar- 
ble frontal, upon tbe top of which vases of 
alabaster or spar, mandarins from China, 
flower- stai^ds, or other ornaments are ar- 
ranged. 

After dinner we proceeded to Launces- 
ton I the country improved upon us, and 
the situation of the place as we approach- 
ed, standing upon a htll, with the ruins of 
the castle which had once commanded it, 
leminded ay: of our Moorish towus% W^ 
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arrived just as the evening was closing | 
our chaise wheeled under the gateway 
with a clangor that made the roof ring ; 
the waiter was at the door in an instant ; 
by the time we could let down the glasa, 
he had opened the door and let the steps, 
down. We were shown into a comfort- 
able room ; lights were brought, the twi- 
light shut out, the curtains let down, the 
fire replenished. Tilstead of oil, they bum 
candles made of tallow, which in this 
climate is not oflTensivc ; wax is so dear 
that it is used by only the highest ranks. 

Here we have taken our tea ; and in the 
interval between that and supper, J ■ is 
reading the newspaper, and I am minut- 
ing down the recollections of the day. 
What a country for travelling is this Lsuch 
rapidity on the road 1 such accommoda- 
. tions at the resting-places ! We have ad- 
vanced fourteen leagues today without 
fatigue or exertion. When we arrive at 
the inn there is no apprehension lest the 
apartments should be preoccupied ; wc^ 
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are not liable to any unpleasant company; 
we have not to send abroad to purchase 
wine and seek for provisions j every thing 
is ready ; the larder stored, the fire burn- 
ing, the beds prepared ; and the people of 
the hqpse, instead of idly looking on^ 
or altogether neglecting us, are asking oi^r 
orders and solicitous to please. I no 
longer wonder at the ill- humour and fasti- 
diousness of Englishmen in Spain, 

» :» # ^ « « 

Friday, April ?3, 

Launceston castle was formerly used as 
a state prison. There were lazar- houses 
here and at Bodmin when leprosy was 
common in England. They attributed this 
disease to the habit of eating fish, and 
especially the livers ; the fresher they were 
the more unwholesome they were thought. 
Whatever has been the cause, whether 
change of diet, or change of dress, it has 
totally d isappeared. v^ 

The Tamar, a clear shallow and raijiid 
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Stream^ flows by Launceston^ and di/ides 
Cornwall from Devonshire. The moun*-- 
tainous character of the river, the situation 
of the town rising behind it, its antient 
appearance, and its castle towering above 
all, made so Spanish a scene, that perhaps 
it pleased me the more for the resem*- 
blance 5 and I would willingly i^r a while 
If ave • exchanged the chaise for a mule, 
that I might have loitered to enjoy it at 
leisure. The English mode of travelling 
i« excellently adapted for every thing, ex- 
cept for seeing the country. 

We met a stage-waggon, the v^hiclie in= 
which baggage is transported, for sumpter- 
beasts are not in use. I could not ima* 
gine what this could be ; a huge carriage 
upon four wheels of prodigious breadtR, 
very wide and very long, and arched over 
with cloth, like a bower, at a considerable 
height : this monstrous machine was 
drawn by eight large horses, whose ncck- 
bells were heard far off as they approach- 
ed 3 the carrier walked beside Uiem^ with a; 
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long whip upon his shoulder^ as tail again 
as himself^ which he sometimes cracked in 
(he air^ seeming to have no occasion to 
exercise it in any other manner : his dress 
was diflerent from any that I bad yet secn^ 
it was a sort of tunic of coarse lineni and 
is peculiar to this class of men. Here 
would have beeti an adventure for Don 
Quixote 1 Carrying is here a very con* 
siderable trade : these waggons are day and 
night upon their way^ and are oddly enough 
called flying waggons^ though of all ma* 
chines they travel the slowest^ slower than 
even a travelling funeral. The breadth ol 
the wheels is regulated by law, on account 
of the roads, to which great attention id 
paid, and which are deservedly esteemed 
objects of national importance. At certain 
distances gates are erected and toll-houses 
beside them, where a regular tax is paid 
for every kind of conveyance in proportion 
to the number of horses and wheels ; 
horsemen and cattle also are subject to 
this duty^ These gates are rented b|r 
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auction ; they are few or frequent, as the 
nature of the soil occasions more or less 
expense in repairs : no tax can be levied 
more fairly, and no public money is more 
fairly applied. Another useful peculiarity 
here is, that where the roads cross or 
branch off a directing post is set up^ 
which might aometimes be mistaken for n 
cross, were it in a Catholic country. The 
distances are measured by the mile, which 
is the fourth of a league, and stones to 
mark them are set by the way'^^ide, though 
they arc often too much defaced by time or 
by mischievous travellers to beof any use. 

The dresses of the {peasantry are far less 
interesting than they are in our own land i 
they are neither gay in colour, nor grace* 
ful in shape ; that of the men diiTers littU 
in make from what the higher orders wear« 
I hav(5 seen no goats ; they are not com-, 
mon, forneither their flesh nor their milk 
is hi use ; the people seem-ivot to know 
how excellent the milk is, and how.exceU 
lent a cheese may be mad^ from it. ^ii 
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the sheep Are white, and these also are 
never milked. Here are no aqueducts^ 
no founiains by the way-side. 

Okehamptony which we next came to^ 
stands in the county of Devonshire ; here 
aUo is a ruined castle on its hili^ beautifully 
tvyed, and standing above a delightful 
stream. There was incur room a series of 
prints, which^ as they represented a sport 
peculiar to England, interested me much ; 
it was the hunting the hare. The first 
displayed the ' sportsmen assembled on 
horseback, and the dogs searching the 
eover ; in the second they were ia 
chace, m^n and dogs full speed, horse and 
horseman together leaping over a high 
gate^^^a thing which I thought impossible^ 
but J— assured me that it was commonly, 
practised in this perilous amusement : ia 
the third they were at fault, while the poor 
hare was stealing away at a distance : the 
last was the death of the hare, the* hunts* 
man holding her up and winding his horn,, 
while the dogs are leaping round hiip. 
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This province appears far more fertite 
tbaii the one we have quitied > the wealih. 
of which lies under ground. The beauty 
of the country Is much injured by inclo- . 
Bures^. which intercept the viesv^ or cut it 
into patches ; it is not^ however^ quite 
feir to judge of them in their present leaf- 
less state. The road was very hilly^ a 
thick small rain, came on^ and prevented 
us from seeing any thing. Wet as h the 
climate .of the whole island, these two 
western provinces are particularly subject 
to rain ; for they run out between the 
English and Bristol channels, like a pen* 
insula : rn other respects their climate i^ 
better, the temperature being considerably 
warmer ; so that sickly persons are sent to 
winter here upon the south coast. Much 
cyder is made here : it is^ a far pleasanter 
liquor than their beer, and may indeed be 
considered as an excellent beverage by a 
people to whom nature has denied the 
-grape. I ought, perhaps, to say, that it is 
even better than our country wines ; but 
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xvhat we drank was generous cyder, and at 
a price exceeding that which generous 
wine bears with us ; so that the advantage 
is still ours. 

We only stopped to change chaises at our 
next stage ; the inn was not inviting in its 
appearance, and we had resolved to reach 
Exeter to a late dinner^ There were two 
busts in porcelain upon the chimney-piece, 
one of Bonaparte, the other of John Wes- 
ley, the founder of a numerous sect in 
this land of schismatics ; and between 
them a whole-length figure of Shakespere, 
their famous dramatist. When J — had ex- 
plained them to me, I asked him which 
of the three worthies was the most popu- 
lar. " Perhaps," said he, " the Corsican just 
at present ; but his is a transient popu- 
larity ; he is only the first political actor of 
the day, and, like all other stage-players, 
must one day give way to his successors, 
as his predeces$ors have given way to him. 
Moreover, he is rather notorious than po- 



ti LETTER tir 

pular ; the king of Prussia was a favourite 
with the people, and they hung up his 
picture as an alehouse sign, as they had 
done prince Eugene before him, and many 
a fellow gets drunk under them still ; but 
no ^ne will set up Bonaparte^s head as an 
invitation. Wesley, on the contrary, is a 
saint with his followers, and indeed with 
almost all the lower classes. As for Shake- 
spere, these people know nothing of him 
but his name ; he is famous in the strictest- 
sense of the word, and his fame will last, 
as long as the English language ; which 
by God's blessing will be as long as the 
habitable world itself." '^ He is^oursaint!'* 
said I, smiling at the warmth with which 
he spake. 

At length we crossed the river Exe by a 
respectable bridge, and immedialely enter- 
ed the city of Exeter, and drove up a long 
street to an inn as large as a large convent. 
Is it possible, I asked, that this immense 
house can ever be filled by travellers ? He 
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told me in reply, that there were two other 
inns in the city nearly as large, besides 
many smaller ones ; and yet, that the 
last time he passed through Exeter, they 
were obliged to procure a bed for him in 
a private dwelling, not having one un- 
occupied in the bousck 
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Ex^er Cathedral and public Walk.^^Li" 
braries. — Honitori. — Dangers of Eng* 
lish Travellings and Cruelty with which 
it is attended. — Axminster. — Bridport* 

Saturday, April 24. 

IF the outside of this New London Inn> 
AS it is called^ surprised me^ I was far more 
surprised at the ii>terior. Excellent as the 
houses appeared at which we had already 
halted, they were mean and insignificant 
compared with this. There was a .sofa in 
our apartment, and the sideboard was set 
forth with china and plate. Surely, how- 
ever, these articles of luxury are misplaced^ 
as they are not in the slightest degree ne- 
cessary to the accommodation of a travel- 
ler, and must be considered in his bill. 
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Exeter is an antient citv, and has been 
so slow in adopting modern improyenients 
that it has the unsavoury odour of Lisbon. 
One great street runs through the city from 
cast to west ; the rest consists of dirty 
lanes. As you cross the bridge, you look 
down upon a part of the town below, in-^ 
tersecied by little channels of water. The 
cathedral is a fine object from those situ- 
ations where both towers are seen, and 
only half the body of the building, rising 
above the city. It cannot be compared 
with Seville, or Cordova, or Uirgos ; yet 
certainly it is a noble pile. Even the he- 
retics confess that the arches, and arched 
windows, and avenues of columns, the old 
monuments, the painted altar, and the co- 
loured glass, impress them with a feeling 
favourable to religion. For myself, T felt 
that I stood upon ground which, desecrated 
2S it was, had once been holv. 

Close to our inn is the entrance of the 
Nomey or public walk. The trees are elm-^, 
and have attained their full, growth : indeed 
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I have never ^een a finer walk ; but every 
town has not its Nomey* as with us its 
alameda. I was shown a garden, unique 
in its kind, which has been made in the 
old castle ditch. The banks rise steeply on 
each side ; one of the finest poplars in the 
country grows in the bottom, and scarcely 
overtops the ruined wall. Jackson, one 
of the most accomplished men of his age, 
directed these improvements ; and never 
was accident more happily improved. He 
was chiefly celebrated as a musician ; but 
as a man of letters, his reputation is con- 
siderable ; and he was also a painter : few ' 
men, if any, have succeeded so well in so 
many of the fine arts. Of the castle itself 
there are but few remains ; it was named 
Rougemont from the colour of the red 
sandy eminence on which it stands, and for 
the same reason the city itself was called 
by the Britons The red city, 

* The author seems to have mistaken this for a 
i;ciieral naiue.— -Tr. 



C1RCCLA.TIKO LIBKARIK8. 27 

Tn.inost of the English towns they have 
what they call circulating libraries: the 
subscribers, for aa annual or quarterly 
payment, have two or more volumes at a 
time, according to the terms ; and strangers 
may be accommodated on depositing the 
value of the book they choose. There are 
several of these in Exeter, one of which, 
. I was told, was considered as remarka- 
Uy good, the bookseller being himself a 
man of considerable learning and abi- 
lity. Here was also a literary society of 
spme celebrity, till the French revolu- 
tion, which seems to have disturbed every 
town, village, and almost every family in 
the kingdom, broke it up. The inhabitants 
in general are behindhand with their coun- 
trymen in information and in refinement. 
The streets are not flagged, neither are 
they regularly cleaned, as in other parts o^ 
the kingdom ; the corporation used to 
compel the townspeople to keep their 
doors clean, as is usual in every English 
town ; but some little while ago it was 
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discovered, that, by the laws of the city, 
they had no authority to insist upon thiS'; 
and now the people will not remove the 
dirt from their own doors, because ih^ 
say I hey cannot be forced to do it. Their 
politics are as Mttle progressive as their pq* 
lice : to this day, when they speak of the 
Americans, they call them the rel>e]s. 
Everywhere else, this feeling is'extinguish- 
ed among the people, though it still re- 
mains in another quarter. When Wash*- 
ington died his will was published in. the 
newspapers ; but in those which are itn- 
mediately under ministerial influence, it 
was suppressed by high authority. It 
was not thought fitting that any respect 
should be paid to the memory of a man 
whom the Sovereign considered as a rebel 
and a traitor. 

The celebrated Priestley met with a sin- 
gular instance of popular hatred in this 
place. A barber who was shaving him 
heard his name in the midst of the opera- 
ion j — he dropt his razor immediately, and 
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ran out of ihc room exclaiming, * ihat he 
had B^n his cloven foot/ 

. I bought here a map of England, folded 
for the pocket, with the roads and distances 
all nutrked upon it« I purchased also a 
book of the roads, in which not only the 
distance of every place in the kingdom from 
London, and from each other^ is set dowiv^ 
but also the best inn at each place is point-' 
ed out, the name mentioned of every 
gentleman's scat uear the road, and the 
objects which are most worthy a traveller's 
notice. Every thing that can possibly fa- 
cilitate travelling »eeni& to have befen pro- 
duced by the commercial spirit of this 
people » 

As the , chief trade of Exeter lies with 
Spain, few places have suffered so much 
by the late war. We departed about nooa 
the next day 5 and as we ascended the first 
hill looked down upon the city and ^ts 
cathedral towers to great advantage. Our 
stage was four leagues, along a road which, 
^ century ago, wlien there was little tra-: 
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veiling, and'noc^rc taken of the pulilid 
ways, was remarkable as the best in the 
West of England. The vale of Honiton^ 
which we overlooked on the way, it con* 
gidered at one of the richest landscapes in 
the kingdom : it is indeed a prodigious ex- 
tent of highly cultivated country, set thickly 
with hedges and hedge-row trees ; and had 
we seen it either in its full summer grefn^ 
or with the richer colouring of autumn^ 
perhaps I might not have been disappointed. 
Yet I should think tbe English landscape 
can never appear rich to a southern eye i 
the verdure is indeed beautiful and refresh- 
ing, but green fields and timber trees have 
neither the variety nor the luxuriance of 
happier climates. England seems to he 
the paradise of sheep and cattle'; Valencia 
of the human race. 

Honiton, the town where we changed 
chaises, has nothing' either interesting or 
remarkable in its appearance, except thai 
here, as at Truro, a little stream flows along 
the street^ and little cisterns or basons^ 
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for dipping places are made before every 
door* Lace is manufactured here in imi* 
tation of tlie Flanders lace^ to which it is 
inferior because it thickens in washing ; 
the fault is in the thread. I have reason 
to remember this town^ as our lives were 
endangered here by the misconduct of the 
innkeeper.^ There was a demur about pro* 
curing horses for us ; a pair were fetched 
from the field, as we afterwards discovertd, 
who had cither never been in harness ber 
fore, or so long out of it as to have be- 
come completely unmanageable. As soon 
as we were shut in, and the driver shook the 
reins, they ran off — adanger which had been 
apprehended ; for a number of persons had 
collected round the inn door to see what 
would be the issue. The driver, who de- 
served whatever barm could happen to him, 
for having exposed himself and us to so 
much danger, had no command whatever 
over the frightened beasts ; he lost his seat 
presently, and was thrown upon the pole 
between the horses ; still he kept the reins, 
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and almost miraculously prevented himself 
from falling under the wheels^ till the 
horses were stopped at a time when we mo- 
mently expected that he would be run 
over and the chaise overturned. As I 
saw nothing but ill at this place^ so have I 
heard nothing that is good of it : the 
borough is notoriously vtnal ; and since it 
has become bO the manners of the people 
have undergone a marked and correspond* 
•dent alteration. 

'i his adventure occasioned considerable 
dclav. At length a chaise arrived ; and the 
poor horses, instead of being suffered to 
rest, weary as ihey were, for they had just 
returned from Exeter, were immediately 
put- to for another journey. One of them 
had been rubbed raw by the harness. I 
was ill pain the whole way, and could not 
but consider myself as accessory to an act 
of cruelty : at every stroke of the whip my 
conscience upbraided me, and the driver 
was not sparing of it. It .was luckily a 
Bbprt stage of only two leagues and^ a 
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quarter. English travelling, ydu see, ha» 
}4s evils and its dangers. The life of a postJ- 
korse is truly wretched : — ^there will be 
cruel individuals in all countries, but cru-* 
<ilty herein a matter of calculation : the 
po&t-ma&ters find it more profitable t6 
overwork their beasts and kill them by 
bardv labour in two or three vear«. than 
to let them do half the vork and live out 
their natural length of life. In commerce, 
even more than in war, both men and 
beasts are gronsidered merely as machines, 
and sacrificed with^isven less compunction* 
Thereis a gre^t fabric of carpels at Axr 
minster,^ whlch= are woven, in one entirt 
piece.; We werejnot detained here* many 
minutes, aitd here we Ieftth6 county of 
Devonshire, which in clinrate and fertility 
and beauty '\9 said ta exceed most patta of 
England : if it be indeed so, England has 
little to boast o£ Both iheir^ famous 
t^rates|» the Drake attd the Raleigli, wei* 9 
iiaitivcs: of this province ; so also was 
I^^fmaksmy, luiother of ibesQ early *Biic>' 
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caneers,'of whose family it is still reported, 
that before any one dies a bird with It 
white breast flutters about the bed of the 
sick person^ and vanishes when he expires. 
We now entered upon Dorsetshire, a 
dreary country. Hitherto I had been dis- 
posed to think that the English inclo* 
sures rather deformed than beautified the 
landscape^ but I now perceived how cheer- 
less and naked the cultivated country ap- 
pears without them. The hills here are 
ribbed with furrows^ just as it is their fa- 
shion to score the skin of roast pork. The 
soil is chalky and full of flints : night was 
letting-in, and our horses struck fire at 
almost every step. This is one of the 
most salubrious parts of -the whole islaiid : 
ft has been ascertained by the late census, 
that the proportion of deaths in the down- 
countries to the other parts is as 65 to 64>5 
^^--a certain proof that inclosurcs are preja- 
dicial to health^. After living traveled 
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three leagues we reached Bridport, a well« 
tmilt and flourishing town. At one time 
«li the cordage for the English navy waa 
manufactured here ; and the neighbours- 
hood is so proverbially productive of hemp, 
that when a man is hanged, they have a 
vulgar saying, that he has been stabbed 
with a Bridport dagger. It is probable 
that both hemp and fla}( degenerate iu 
England, as seed is annuaUy iinported from 
Riga. . I 

Here end* our third day's journey. -The 
Toads are better, the towns nearer each 
other, more busy and more opqlent a§;,^ye 
advance into the country; the inns mote 
modern though perhaps not better, .aj\d 
travelling more frequent. . We are np.w in 
the track of the stage-coaches ; one pa?s,^d 
us this morning, shaped like a trunkvyith 
a rounded lid placed topsy-turvy. , The 
passengers sit sideways; it carries si:^tccn 
],pei:sons withinside, and^$;rnainy ofl ,jlj|;ie 
roof as can find room ; yet this unmerciful 
..VeigJu.^yitfe th^, mP9jm^^J^^^^f^^ 
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each person is draped by four horses^ at 
the rate of a league and a half within the 
):our. Ti)e skill with which the driver 
guides them with long reins, and directs 
these huge machines round the comers of 
the streets where they always go with* in* 
creased velocity, and through the shara 
turns of the inn gateways, is truly sur- 
prising. Accidents nevertheless frequently 
happen ; and considering how little time 
this rapidity allows for observing tlie 
country, and how cruelly it is purchased, 
I prefer the slow and safe movemelits .oif- 
the calessa. 
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Dorchester* — Gilbert Wdkefield. — Inside of 
an English Church. — jit tempt to rear 
Silkworms. — Dou/n-coimtrjf. — Bland^ 
ford, — Salts bury. — Execrable Alteration 
of the CathedraL — Imtqtnce of public 
Impiigty., 
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Sunday-,. April 25. 

iVe Started early, and hurried over four 
kagues of the sSme open and uninterest^ 
log countty, which brought us to Dop^ 
Chester^ the capital of the province, or 
county town, as it is called, because the 
provincial prison is here, and here the 
judges come twice a-year to decide aU 
causes civil and criminal. The prison is a 
ttiodern building : the height and strength 
of its walls, its iron-grated windows,, and 
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its strong gateway^ with fetters hanging 
over the entrapce^ sufficiently characterize 
it as a place of punishment, and render it 
a good representation of a giant's castle in 
romance. 

When J — passed through this town on 
his way to Spain, he visited Gilbert Wake- 
field, a celebrated scholar, who was con- 
fined here as a favourer of the French Re- 
volution, One of the bishops had written 
a book upon the state of public affairs, just 
at the time when the minister proposed to^ 
take from every man the tythe of .his in- 
come : this the bishop did not think suffi- 
cient ; so he suggested instead, that a tenth* 
siiould be levied of all ttie capital in the 
kingdom; arguing, that as every person 
would be affected in the same proportion, 
all would remain relatively as before, and 
in fact no person be affected at all. This 
curious argument he enforced by as cu- 
rious an illustration; he said ^^ That if the 
foundations of a great building were tx> 
siak equally in every part at the same tinsic^ 
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the whole pile> instead of suffering any 
iujury, would become the firmer/^-— 
" True," said Wakefield in his reply> 
-^i-afid you, tny lord bishop, who dwell ia 
the upper apartments^ might still enjoy 
the prospect from your window ; — but what 
would become of me and the good people 
who live upon the ground-floor?" 

Wakefield was particularly obnoxious 
to the governn^nt, because his character 
stood very high among the Dissenters for 
learning and integrity, and his opinions 
were proportionately "of weight. They 
brought bin to trial for havii>g in' hi» 
Answer to the bishop's pamphlet applied 
the fable of the Ass and bis Panniers to 
existing circumstances. Had it indeed 
been circulated among the poor, its ten« 
dency would certainly have been mis- 
chievous; but in the form in which it 
appeared it was evidently designed as a 
warning to ttie rulers, not as an address to 
4ihc mob. He was, however, condemned 
loi iwx). years, con iinj^sneftt tn this prisoQ^ 
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this- pla?ce being ebosen as out of reach o? 
his friends, to make imprisonment more- 
painful. The public feeKng u^pon this ri- 
gorous treatment of so eminent a man was' 
strongly expressed, and a subscription wa» 
publicly raised for him whieh amounted to- 
above fifteen hundred pieces-of-eigbt, and' 
which enabled his family to remove to* 
Dorchester and settle there. But the ma- 
gif^trateS). whose business it was to oversee 
the prison, would neither perniit them to^ 
lodge with him in his confinement, nor 
even to visit him daily. He was thus pre- 
vented from proceeding with the education' 
of his children, an occupation which he 
had ever regarded as a duty, and which ha^ 
6een one of his highest enjoyments* But^ 
in the midst of vexations and insults^ 
he steadily continued to pursue both bi» 
literary and christian labours^; affording 
to his fellow prisoners what- assistance was 
itl his power, endeavouring to reclaim the 
vicious,- and preparing the condemned fot 
death. His imprisonment eventually proved- 
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Fatal. He had bcea warned on its expira- 
tion to accustom himself slowly to his far- 
mer habits of exercise^ or a fever would in- 
evitably be the consequence ; a fact known 
by experience. In spite of all his pre- 
cautions it toolc place; and while his 
friends were rejoicing at bis deliverance 
he was cut oflf. As a polemical and po- 
liiicaL writer he indulged an. asperity of 
language which he had learnt from his 
favourite philologists, but in private life 
no man was more generally or more de- 
servedly beloved, and he had a fearless, 
and inflex^ible honestv which made him 
utterly regardless of all danger, and would 
have, enabled him to exult in martvrdom. 
When J — had related this history Xo 
me, I could not but observe how far more 
humane it was to prevent the publication 
of obnoxious books than to permit them 
to. be printed and then punish the persons 
concerned. ** This," he said, " would 
be too open a violation of the liberty of 
•the press.'* . 
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Ey iht :.me mx had breakfasted the bi:l!i 
{r.r d v..:.e eenrkrc vcre ricging, and I took 
the o;>psn*:Qi;y lo step into one of their 
chi:rchef. The office if performed in a 
cesk immediately under the puipit, not at 
the aliar: there were no lights bumingy 
n:.r anv church vessels, nor omamenu to 
be »cen. Momimenis are fixed against 
the walls and pillars, and I thought there 
\\a« a damp and unwholesome smelt, 
perhaps because I involuntarily expected 
ilie frankincense. Tbev have an abomi^ 
liable custom oF partitioning their churches 
into divisions which they call pews, and 
which arc private property ; so that the 
wealthy sit at their ease, or kneel upon 
cushions, while the poor stand during the 
whole service in the aisle. 

An attempt was made something more 
than a century ago to rear silkworms in 
this neighbourhood by a Mr. Newberry; a 
man of many whimsies he was called, and 
whimsical indeed he must have been ; for 
the diijcrent buildings for his silkworms 




and'his'lkboratories were so numerous that 
his house looked like a village, and all his 
laundry and dairy work was done by men'^ 
because he would suffer no tyomen ser^ 
?ant9 about him* 

The road still lay over the downs ^ this 
is a great sheep country, above ldO>000 
are annually sold from Dorsetshire to 
other parts of England; they are larger 
than ours, and I think less beautiful, the 
wool being more curled and less soft in its 
appearance. It was once supposed that the 
thyme in these pastures was so nourish- 
ing as to make the ewes produce twins, a 
story which may be classed with the tale 
of the Lusitanian foals of the wind; it is 
however true that the ewes arc purchased 
by the farmers near the metropolis, for 
Che sake of fattening their lambs for the 
London market, because they yean earlier 
than any others. The day was very fine, 
and the sight of this open and naked 
'country, where nothing was to be seen but 
«au extent of shoirt- green turf imderaskf 
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of cloudless blue, was singular and beau- 
tiful. There are upoo the downs many 
sepulchral hillocks, hero calkd barrows, of 
autiquity beyond the reach of history. 
We past by a village church as the people 
were assembling for service, men and 
women all in thuir clean Sunday clothes } 
the men standing in groups by the 
church-yard stile, or before the porch, or 
sitting upon the tombstones, a hale and 
ruddy race. The dresses seem every where 
the same without the slightest provincial 
diBer^nce: all the men wear hats, the 
least graceful and least convenient covering 
for the head that ever was devised. I have 
not yet seen a cocked bat except upon the 
officers. They bury the dead both in town 
and country round the cl^urche*, and the 
church-yards are full of upright stones, on 
which the name and age of the deceased is 
inscribed, usually witli some account of 
his good qualities, and not uniVequently 
some rude religious rhyme. I observe 
that the oldest churches are alwavs the 
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most beaxitiful, here as well as every 
where eUe ; for as we ihink more of our- 
selves and less of religion, more of this 
world and less of the next, we build better 
houses and worse churches. There are no 
storks here: the jackdaw, a social and 
noisy bird, commonly builds in the stee* 
pies. Little reverence is shown either to 
the church or the cemetery; the boys 
play with a ball against the tower, and 
the priest's horse is permitted to graze 
upon the graves. 

At Blandford we changed chaises; a 
weakhy and cheerful- town. The English 
cities have no open centre like our plazas^ 
but, in amends for this, the streets are far 
wider and more airy ; indeed . they have 
never sun enoucrh to make them desirous 
of shade. The prosperity of the kingdom 
has been fatal to the antiquities, and con-» 
sequently to the picturesque beauty of th^ 
towns. Walls, gates, and castles have 
been demolished to make room for the 
•growth of stret'ts. You are. delighted 
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••xfilain, they set the young trees so thick 
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that unless three-fourths be weeded out 
the remainder cannot grow at all; and 
when they are weeded, those which are 
left, if they do not wither and perish in 
consequence of the exposure, rarely attain 
to any size or strength. 

Our next stage was to the episcopal ^ity 
of Salisbury ; here we left the down -coun- 
try, and once more entered upon cultivated 
fields and inclosures. The trees in these 
hedge-rows, if they are at all lofty, have 
all their boughs dipt to the very top 5 no- 
thing can look more naked and deplorable* 
When they grow by the way-side, this is 
enjoined by law, because their droppings 
after rain injure the road, and their shade 
prevents it from drying. The climate has 
so much rain and so little sun, that over- 
banging boughs have been found in like 
manner injurious to pasture or arable lands^ 
and the trees, therefore, are every where 
thus deformed. The approach to Salisbury 
is very delightful ;— -little rivers or rivulets 



are seen in even* direction ; liousM Atond- 
iiig into the country, garden -trees withiti 
the city, and the spire of .the cathedral 
over-topping all ; the highest and the most 
beautiful in the whole kinedom. 

We visited this magnificent building 
while our dinner was getting ready : like 
all such buildings, it ha^ its traditmual 
tales of absurdity and exaggeration— tlut 
it has as many private chapels as months irf 
a year, as many doors as weeks, as many 
pillars as days, as many windows as hours, 
and as many partitions in the windows ai 
minutes: they say also, that it is Inimded 
upon wool-packs, because nothing else 
could resist the humidity of the soil. It 
has lately undergone, or, I should rather 
say, suffered a thorough repair in the true 
spirit of reformation. Every thing has 
been cleared away to give it the appearance 
of one huge room. The little chapels, 
which its pious founders and benefactors 
had erected in the hope of exciting piety 
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in others^ and profiting by cheur prayers^ 
are ail swept away ! but you may easily 
conceive what wild work a protestant ar- 
chitect must make with a cathedral, when 
he fits it to his own notions of arehitecturCi 
without the slightest fediug'or knowledge 
<)f the design with which such buildings 
were originally erected. The naked monu- 
ments are now ranged in rows between 
the pillars, one opposite another, like cou- 
ples for a dance, so as never monuments 
were placed before, and, it is to be hoped, 
never will be placed hereafter. Here is the 
tomb of a nobleman, who, in the reign of 
our Philip aniMary, was executed for 
murder, like a common malefactor, with 
this difference only, ^at he had the privi- 
lege of being hanged in a silken halter; a 
singularity which, instead of rendering his 
death less ignominious, has made the ig- 
nominy more notorious. The cloisters 
and the chapter-house have escaped altera- 
tion. I have s^en more beautiful cloisters in 
our own country, but never a finer chapter* 
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house; it is supported, as osaal, by one 
central pillar, \ibuse top arches oflf on all 
f idesy like the head of a spreading palm. 
The Bishop's palace was bought during the 
reign of the presbyterians by a rich tailor^ 
«ho demolished it and sold the materials. 

The cemetery has sufiered even more 
than the church, if more be possible, from 
the abominable sacrilege, and abominable 
taste of the late Bishop and his chapter. 
They have destroyed all memorials of the 
dead, for the sake of laying it down as a 
smooth well-shorn grass plat, garnished 
with bright yellow gravel walks ! This suits 
no feeling of the mind connected with re- 
ligious reverence, with death, or with the 
hope of immortality ; indeed it suits with 
nothing except a new painted window at 
the altar, of truly English design, (for 
England is not the country of the arts,) 
and an organ, bedecked with crocketed 
pinnacles, more than ^ver was Gothic 
tower, and of stone colour, to imitate ma- 
sonry ! l^his, however^ it should be added? 




was given in a handsome manner by the 
King. A subscription was raised through 
the diocese to repair the cathedral; the 
King having inquired of the fiiahop ho^v 
*U succeeded, proceeded to ask why he 
himself had not been applied to for a con- 
tribution. The prelate, with courtly sub- 
mission, disclaimed such presumption as 
highly improper. I live at Windsor, said 
the King, in your diocese, and though I 
jun not rich, can afford to give you an or- 
gan, which I know you want; so order 
one in my name, and let it be suitable to 
6o fine a cathedral. 

The soil here abounds so much with 
water, that there are no vaults in the 
churches, nor cellars in the city; a spring 
will sometimes gush up when they are 
digging a grave. Little streams flow 
through several of the streets, * so that the 
city has been called the English Venice ; 
but whoever gave it this appellation, either 
had never seen Venice, or grossly flattered 
Salisbury. Indeed, till U\e t^^v^xcvVXiKWi^ 
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was invented^ these streAuilets were rather 
thought inconVenieDt than beautiful ; and 
travellers complained that they made the 
streets not so clean and not so easy of pas- 
sage, as they would have been otherwise. 
The place is famous for the manufactory' 
of knives and scissars, which are h'ere 
brought to (he greatest possible perfection. 
I am sorry it happened to be Sunday ; for 
the shops, which form so lively a feature 
in English towns, are all fastened up with 
shutters, which give the city a melancholy 
and mourning appearance. I saw, how- 
ever, a priest walking in his cassock from 
the church, — the only time when the 
priests are distinguished in their dress from 
the laity. 

A remarkable instance of insolent im** 
piety occurred lately in a village near this 
place. A man, in derision of religion, 
directed in his will, that his horse should 
be caparisoned and led to his grave, and 
there shot, and buried with him, that he 
might be ready to mount at the resurrec- 
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tion^. and start to advantage. To the dis- 
grace of the country this was actually per- 
formed : the executors and the legatees pro-, 
bably thought themselves bound to obey the 
will ; but it is unaccountable why the cler- 
gyman did not interfere, and apply to the 
bishop. 
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Old Sarum — Country thinly peopled.'^ 
Basingstoke. — Ruins of a Catholic Cha* 
peL — Waste Land near London, -r- 
Staines. — Iron Bridges. — Custom ofepc" 
posing the dead Bodies of Criminals.i-^ 
Hounslow. — Brentford.'^ Approach to 
London.'^ArrivaL 

ft 

Monday, April 26. 

riALP a league from Salisbury, close oa 
the left of tlic London road, is Old Sarum, 
the Sorbiodunum of the Romans, famous 
for many reasons. Tt covered the top of 
a round hill, which is still surrounded 
with a mound of earth and a deep fosse. 
Under the Norman kings it was a flourish- 
town, but subject to two evils ; the 
t of watcr^ and the oppression of the 
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castle soldiers. The townsmen therefore, 
with one consent, removed to New Sarunij 
the present Salisbury, where the first of 
these evils is more than remedied; and 
the garrison was no longer maintained at 
Old Sarum when there was nobody to be 
pilfaged. So was the original city deserted, 
except by its right of representation in 
parliainent ; not a soul remaining there. 
Seven burgage tenures, in a village west- 
ward of it, produce two burgesses to serve 
in parliament for Old Sarum ; four of these 
tenures (the majority) were sold very lately 
for a sum little short of 200,000 peso*' 
duros. 

From this place Salisbury Plain stretches 
to the north, but little of it is visible from 
the road which we were travelling: much 
of this wide waste has lately been inclosed 
and cultivated. I regrelted that I could 
not visit Stonehenge, the famous druid - 
ical monument, which was only a league 
and half distant : but as J — was on his 
way home, after so long an abseace, I 
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could not even express a wish to deliay 
h'm. 

Stockbridge and Basingstoke were our 
next stages : the country is- moistly dowii^ 
recently enclosed, and of wonderfiilly thin 
population in comparison of the culture; 
Indeed harvest here depends upon a tem- 
porary emigration of the western clothiers, 
who come and work during the harvest 
months. The few trees in this district 
grow about the villages which are scattered 
in the vallies — beautiful objects in an open 
and naked country. You see flints and 
chalk in the fields, if the soil be not co- 
vered with corn or turnips. Basingstoke 
is a town which standsr at the junction of 
five great roads, and is of course a thriving 
place. At the north side is a small but 
beautiful ruin of a chapel once belonging 
to a brotherhood of the Holy Ghost. J— 
led me to see it as a beautiful object, in 
which light only all Englishmen regard 
such monuments of the piety of their 
forefathers and of their own lamentable- 
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apostasy. The poof had* onec b»eri adornM 
u'ith the history of the prophets and ihfe 
boly- apostles; but the more beautiful and 
the more celebrated these decorations^ the 
more zealously were they destroyed in the 
schism. I feh deeply the profanation^ and 
said a prayer in silence upon the spot 
where the altar should have stood. One 
relic of better times is still preserved at 
Basingstoke : in all parishes it is the cus- 
i^n\, at stated periods, to walk round the 
boundaries; but here, and here only, is 
tiie procession connected with religion : 
they begia and conclude ihd ceremony hf 
singing a psalm under a great elm which 
gDows before the parsonage -house. 

Two leagues and a half of wooded 
country reach Hertford Bridge, a place of 
nothing byt inns for travellers : from 
hence, with short and casual interruptions, 
Bagshot Heath extends to Egham, not 
less than fourteen miles. We were within 
six leagues of London, a city twice daring 
thq late war on the very brink of famine, 

D5 
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ind tvvrice io hourly dread of insurrection 
from that dreadful cause:— *and yet 80 
tiear it is this tract of country utterly 
waste I Nothing but wild sheep, that run 
as fleet as hounds, are scattered orer thil 
dreary desert : flesh there is none on these 
wretched creatures 5 but those who are 
only half-starved on the heath produce 
good meat when fatted : all the flesh and 
all the fat being laid on, as graziers speak^ 
anew, it is equivalent in tenderness to 
Iamb, and in flavour to mutton, and has 
fame accordingly in the ihctropolis. - 

At Staines we crost the Thames,— not 
by a new bridge, now for the third time 
built, but over a crazy wooden one above 
a century old. We inquired the reason, 
and heard a curious history. The river 
here divides the counties of Middlesex and 
Surry 3 and the magistrates of both coun- 
ties, having agreed upon the necessity of 
building a bridge, did not agree exactly as 
to its situation ; neither party would give 
way, and accordingly each collected ma- 
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terials for building a half bridge from its 
respective bank^ but not opposite to the 
other. Time at length showed the un* 
fitness of this^ and convinced them that 
two half bridges would not make a whol^ 
one : they then built three arches close to 
the old bridge ; when weight was laid on 
the middle piers, they sunk considerably 
into an unremembered and untried quick- 
sand, and all the work was to be undone. 
In the meanwhile an adventurous iron 
bridge had been built at Sunderland, hnQ 
arch of monstrous span over a river with 
high rocky banks, so that large ships could 
sail under. The architect of this work, 
V'hich was much talked of, offered his ser- 
vices to throw a similar but smaller bridge 
over the TJiamcs. But, alas ! his rocky 
. abutments were not there, and he did not 
believe enough in mathematics to know 
the mighty lateral pressure of a wide flat 
arch. Stone abutments however were to 
be made ; but, from prudential considera- 
tipns^ the Middlesex abutment, of see^x* 
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ihg solidity^ was hollow^ having been inr 
tended for the wine-cellar of a large inn i 
8o as soon as the wooden frame work wa» 
removed^ the fiat arch took the liberty of 
pushing away the abutment— ^iliiLs the 
wine-cellar — and after carriages had passed 
over about a week^ the fated bridge was 
once more closed against passage. 

I know tiot how these iron bridges may 
appear to an English eye^ but io a Spa* 
niard's they are utterly detestable. Theco-^ 
lour^ where it is not black, is rusty, and 
the hollow, open, spider work, which they 
so much praise for its lightness, has nd 
appearance of solidity. Of all the works 
of man, there i^ not any one which unites 
so well with natural scenery, and so 
heightens its beauty, as a bridge, if any 
tkste, or rather if no bad taste, be displayed 
in its structure. This is exemplified in the 
rude as well as in the magnificent ; by the 
stepping stones or crossing plank of. a 
village brook, as well as by the immortal 
works of Trajan : but to look at these 
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iron bridges wbich'lrre'b^poken at the 
fbttfidrieB, you wbuld actually Bupppsi^' 
that the architect bad studied at the con*, 
fectioner's, and borrowed his ornaments 
from the sugar temples of a dessert. It \m 
curious that this execrable improvement^ 
as every novelty is called in England^ 
should have been, introduced by the nQto-*, 
rious politician^ Paine^ who came over 
from America^ upon this speculation^ and 
exhibited one as a show upon dry ground 
in the metropolis *• 

Staines was so called, because the boun* 
dary stone which marked the extent of the 
city of London's jurisdiction up the river 
formerly stood here. The country on the 
London side had once been a forest ; but 
has now no other wood remaining than a 
few gibbets ; on one of which> according 
to the barbarous custom of this country, a 
criminal was hanging in chains. Some 

* The great Sunderland bridge has lately become 
liable to tremendou^ vibrntiohs, and thereby esta- 
biiiihe^ thVuiffitness of building anymore si.cb-r-Tft., 
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five-and- twenty years agOj about a hun- 
dred such were exposed upon the heath | 
so that from whatever quarter the wind 
blew, it brought with it a cadaverous and 
pestilential odour. The nation is become 
ing more civilized j they now take the bo- 
dies down after reasonable* exposure: and 
it will probably not be long before a prac- 
tice so ofiensive to public feeling, and pub- 
lic decency, will be altogether discontinued. 
This heath is infamous for the robberies 
which are committed upon it, at all hours 
of the day and night, though travellers and 
stage-coaches are continually passing : the 
banditti are chiefly horsemen, who strike 
across with their booty into one of the 
roads, which intersect it in every direction^ 
and easily escape pursuit ; an additional 
reason for inclosing the waste. We pass- 
ed close to some powder-mills, which are 
cither so ill -contrived, or so carelessly 
managed, that they are blown up about 
onceA-year : then we entered the great 
Western road at Hounslow ; from thence 
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to the metroporis is» only two leagues and 
a half. 

Three miles furiherisBrentfordjtbecoun- 
ly town of Middlesex^ and of all places the 
most famous in the electioneering history of 
England. It was now almost one continued 
street to London. The number of travel- 
lers perfectly astonished me, prepared as I 
had been by the gradual increase along the 
road ; horsecnen and footmen, carriages of 
every description and every shape, waggons 
and carts and covered caris^ ^tage-coaches^ 
long, square, and double, coaches, chariots, 
ehaises, gigs, buggies, curricles, and phae- 
tons ; the sound of their wheels ploughing 
through the wet gravel was as continuous 
and incessant as the roar of the waves on 
the sea beach. Kvening was now setting in, 
and it was dark before we reached Hyde 
Park Corner, the entrance of the capital. 
We had travelled for some time in silence; 
J — *8 thoughts were upon his family, and I 
was as naturally led to think on^mine, 
from whom I was now separated by so 
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wide a tract of sea and land^ among here- 
tics and strangers, a people notoriously in- 
hospitable to foreigners, without a single 
friend or acquaintance, except niy com- 
panion. You will not wonder if my 
spirits were depressed.; in truth , I never 
felt more deeply dejected; and the more I 
was surprised at the length of the streets, 
the lines of lamps, and of illuminated 
shops, and the stream of population to 
which there seemed to be no end, — the 
more 1 felt the solitariness of my own si-1 
tuation. • . m 

The chaise at last stopped at J — 's doot 
in — -^— — , I was welcomed as kindly af 
I could wish : my apartment had^ be<ea 
made ready ; I pleaded fatigue, and soon 
retired. 
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tVatchmen. — Noise in London Night and 
Morning. — An English Family, — Ad- 
vice to Travellers* 

Tuesday, April 27, 1802. 

The first night in a strange bed is seldom 
a night of sound rest; — one is not intimate 
enough with the pillow to be quite at ease 
upon it. A traveller^ like myself, indeed 
might be supposed to sleep soundly any 
where; but the very feeling that my jour- 
ney was over was a disquieting one^ and I 
should have lain awake thinking of the 
friends and parents whom I had left, and 
the strangers with whom I was now do* 
mesticated, had there been nothing else to 
disturb me. To sleep in London, how- 
ever, is an art which a foreigner must ac- 
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qnire by time and habif. Here Was tht 
watchman, whose business it is, not merely 
to guard the streets and take charge of the 
public security, but to inform the good 
people of London every half hour of the 
state of the weather. For the three first 
hours I was told it was a moonlight night, 
then it became cloudy, and at half past 
three o'clock was a rainy morning; so 
that I was as well acquainted with every 
variation of the atmosphere as if I had 
been looking from the window all night 
long. A strange custom this, to pay men 
for telling them what the weather is every 
hour during the night, till they get so ac- 
customed to the noise, that they sleep on 
and cannot hear what is said. 

Besides this regular annoyance, there is 
another cause of disturbance. The inha- 
bitants of this great city seem to be divided 
into two distinct casts, — the Solar and the 
Lunr^r races, — those who live by day, and 
those who live by night, antipodes to each 
other, the one rising just as the others 
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go to bed. The clatter of the night 
coaches had scarcely ceased^ before that 
of the morning carts began. The dust- 
man with his bell, and,his^chaunt of dust- 
ho ! succeeded to the watchman ; thefi 
t^ame the porter-house boy for the pewter-* 
pots which had been sent out for supper 
the preceding night ; the milkman next^ 
and so on^ a succession of cries^ each in a 
different tune^ so numerous^ that I could 
no longer follow them in my inquiries. 

As the watchman had told me of the 
rain^ I was neither surprised nor sorry at 
finding it a wet morning : a day of rest af« 
ter the voyage and so long a journey is ac- 
ceptable^ and the leisure it allows for clear- 
ing my memory, and settling accounts 
with my journal, is what I should have 
ehosen. More novelties will crowd up- 
on me now than it will be easy to keep 
pace with. Here I am in London, the 
■ most wonderful spot upon this habitable 
earth. 

The inns had given me a taste of Eii- 
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gUsh manners } still thv-donaestici acseont-^ 
modations and , luxuries surprised me. 
Would you, could ^pe our breakfaftt scene! 
every utepsil so .beautifuiyi stich :order^ 
such curiosity I the whole furniture of 
the room so choice^ and o£ such excel- 
lent workmanship^ and a fire of earth-coal 
enlivening every thing. But I roust mi- 
nutely describe all this hereafter. To paint 
the family group is out of my power ; words 
may convey an adequate idea of deformity^ 
and describe with vivid accuracy what is 
grotesque in manner or costume ; but for ^ 
gracefulness and beauty we have only-gc- , 
neral terms. Thus much^ however, may 
be said ; there is an elegance and a pro* 
priety in the domestic dress of Englishr 
women which is quite perfect, and chil* 
dren here and with us seem almost like 
beings of different species. Their dreds 
here bears no resemblance (o that of tbeic : 
parents ; I could but feel the unfitness of 
our own manners, and acknowledge that . 
our children in full dress look like colts in 
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bame8»* J-i^^sArclfine, heiUhy/happy-look- 
ingcbiidren ^ iheir mother educates them^ 
aiid was telHng her husband with delight- 
ful pride how they had profited, how John 
eould spell, and Harriet tell her letters. 
She has shown me their books, for in this 
country they have books for every grada- 
tion of the growing intellect, and authors 
of the greatest celebrity have not thought 
it beneath them to eniploy their talents in 
this Bse^t department. Their very play- 
things^ are made subservient to the pur- 
poses of education ; they have ivory al- 
phabets with which they arrange words 
upon the table, and dissected maps which 
they combine into ^ av hole so much faster 
than I can do, that I shall not be ashanied 
to play with them, and acquire the same 
reidiness. 

J — has a -tolerable library ; he has the 
best Spanish authors ; but I must not keep 
coinpany here with my old friends. The 
advice which he has given me, with re- 
spect to*ny studies, is very judicious. 0£ 
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our best books, he says, read none but 
such as are absolutely necessary to give 
you a competent knowledge of tke land you 
are in ; you will take back with you our 
great authors, and it is best to read them 
at leisure in your own country, when you 
will more thoroughly understand them. 
Newspapers, Reviews, and other tempo- 
rary publications will make you best ac- 
quainted with England in its present state} 
and we have bulky county histories, not 
worth freight across the water, which you 
should consult for information concerning 
what you have seen, and what you mean 
to see. But reserve our classics for Spain^ 
and read nothing which you buy *. 

The tailor and shoemaker have made 
their appearance. T fancied my figure was 
quite English in my pantaloons of broad- 
striped fustian, and large coat buttons of 
cut steel ; but it seems that although they 
are certainly of genuine English manufac- 

* Having taken his advice, I recommend it ti 
future travellers. — Author*s note. 



FASHIONS. 71 

ture, they were manufactured only for fo- 
reign sale. Tomorrow my buttons will be 
covered^ and ray toes squared » and I shall 
he in no danger of being called Frenchman 
in the streets. 
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General Description of London* — Walk /• 
the Palace. — Crowd in the Streels.-^^ 
Shops. — Cathedral of St. Paxil. — Palace 
of* the Prince of IVales. — Oddities in the 
Shop IVindows. 

Wednesday, April 28, . ;, 'J[ 

My first business was to. acquire some 
knowledge of the place whereof I am now 
become an inhabitant. I began to study 
the plan of London^ though dismayed at 
the sight of its prodigious extent, — a city 
a league and half from one extfemity.tO;- 
the other, and about half a» broad, stand* 
ing upon level ground, ft is impossible :. 
ever to become thoroughly acquaintea 
with such an endless labyrinth of streets; 
and, as you may well suppose, they who 
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Vive ar one end know little of nothing of 
the other. The river is no assistance to a 
stranger in finding fiis way. There is no 
street along it^ banks, and no eminence 
from whence you can look around and 
take. your hearings. 

London, properly so called, makes but 
a small part of this immense capital, 
though the focu^ of business is there. 
Westminster is about the same size. To 
the cast and the north is a great popula- 
tion included in neither of these cities, 
and probably equal to both. On the 
western side the royal parks have pre- 
vented the growth of houses,- and form 4 
g2^p between the metropolis and its suburb. 
AH this is on the north side of the river. 
Soutbwark, or the Borough, is on the 
other shore^ and a town has gro^y^ a( 
La;nbeth by the Primate's palace, vvhich 
has now joined it. The extent of ground 
covered with houses on this bank ^ 
greater than the area of Madrid. The 
population is now ascertaiQe(| tq eKce«4 
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nine hundred thousand persons, nearly a 
Iweliih of the inhabitants of the whole 
island. 

Elaving studied the way to the palace, I 
set oft'. The distance was considerable : 
the way, after getting into the main streets, 
tolerably straight. Inhere were not many 
passers in the by-streets ; but when I 
reached Cheapsidc the crowd completely 
astonished me. On each side of the way 
were two uninterrupted streams of people, 
one going east, the other west. At first I 
thought some extraordinary occasion must 
have collected such a concourse ; but Isoon 
perceived it was only the usual course of 
business. They moved on in two regular 
counter currents, and the rapidity with 
which they moved was as remarkable as 
their numbers. It was easy to perceive 
that the Enalish calculate the value of 
time. Nobody was loiteiing to look at 
the beautiful things in the shoj) windows; 
none were stopping to converse, tjvery one 
was in haste, yet no one in a hurry ; the 
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quickest possible step seemed to be the 
natural pace. The carriages were nume- 
rous in proportion, and were driven wiih 
answerable velocity. 

IF possible^ I was still more astonished 
at the opulence and splendour of the shops : 
drapers, stationers, confectioners, pastry- 
cooks, seal-cutters, silver-smiths, book- 
sellers, print-sellers, hosiers, fruiterers, 
china-sellers,-— one close to another, with- 
out intermission, a shop to every house, 
street after street, and mile after mile ; the 
articles themselves so beautiful, and so 
beautifully arranged, that if they who pass- 
ed by me had had leisure to observe any 
thmg, they might have known me to be a 
foreigner by the frequent stands which 1 
made to admire them. Nolhiuff which I. 
had seen in the coimtry had prepared me 
for such a displ.iv of splendour. 

Mv way lav i)y St. Paul's church. The 
siaht oF this irulv noble builduu'- rather 
pnnokcd than pleased me. The li^ngli^jh, 
at'ter erecting so grand an edifice^ will v\v^t. 

F 5 
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allow it an open space to stand in, and it 
is impossible to get a full view of it in any 
situation. The value of ground in this ca- 
pital is too great to be sacrificed to beauty 
by a commercial nation : unless, therefore, 
another conflagration should lay London 
in ashes, the Londoners will never fairly 
see their own cathedral. The street which 
leads to the grand front has just a suffi- 
cient bend to destroy the effect which such 
a tconination would have given it, and to 
obstruct the view till you come too close to 
see it. This is perfectly vexatious 1 Ex- 
cept St. Peter's, here is beyond compa- 
rison the finest temple in Christendom 
and it is even more ridiculously misplaced 
than the bridge of Segovia appears, when 
the mules have dranic up the Manzanares. 
The houses come so close upon one side, 
that carriages are not permitted to pass 
that way lest .the foot-passengers should 
be endangered; The site itself is well 
chosen on a little rising near the river ; 
and were it fairly opened as it ought to be^ 
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no city could boast so magnificent a n^o- 
nuinent of modern times. 

In a direct line from hence is Temple 
Bar^ a modern, ugly, useless gate, which 
divides the two cities of London and 
Westminster. There were iron spikes up- 
on the top, on which the heads of traitors 
■were formerly exposed : J — remembers to 
have, seen some in his childhood. On 
both sides of this gate I had a paper thrust 
into my hand, which proved to be a quack 
doctor's notice of some never- failing pills. 
Before I reached home I had a dozen of 
these. Tradesmen here lose no possible 
opportunity of forcing their notices upon 
the public. Wherever there was a dead 
wall, a vacant house, or a temporary scaf- 
folding erected for repairs, the space was 
covered with printed bills. Two rival 
blacking-makers were standing in one of 
the streets, each carried a boot, completely 
varnished with black, hanging from a pole, 
and on the other arm a basket with the 
balls, for sale. On the top of their poles 
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was a sort of siaiidard wiih a prinled pa- 
|H r explaining the virtue of ihe wares f — 
tl<e one t^aid that his blacking was the best 
blacking in the world ; the other^ that his 
was so good you might cat it. 

'i'hc crowd in Westminster was not so 
ricai as in the busier city. From Charing 
Cross,^ as it is still called, though an 
ciiiitstrian statue has taken pbce of the 
cross, a great street opens toward West- 
minster Abbey, and the Houses of Parlia- 
ment. Most of the public buildings are 
here : it is to be regretted that the end is 
not quite open to the abbey, for it would 
1 hen be one of the finest streets in Europe. 
l^cavinir this for mv return, I went on to 
the palaces of the l^ince of Wales, and of 
, tlie King, which stand near each other in 
a street called Pall Mall. The game from 
whence this name is derived is no longer 
known in England. 

Thti Prince of Wales's palace is no fa- 
vourable specimen of English architecture. 
Before the house are thirty columns plant* 
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cd ill a row, two and two, supporting no- 
ticing but a common (entablature which 
connects thenu As thev serve for neither 
ornaraent nor use^ a stranger might be 
puzzled lo know by what accident they 
came there ; but the truth is, that these 
people have more money than taste, and 
are satisfied with any absurdity if it has but 
the merit of being new. The same architect 
was employed* to build a palace, not far 
distant, for the second prince of the bloody 
and in the front towards the street he con- 
stHicted a large oven-like room completely 
obscuring the hou«e to which it was to 
serve as an entrance-hall. These two build- 
ings being described to the late Lord North, 
who was blind in the latter part of his life, 
* he facetiously remarked, Then the Duke of 
York it should seem has been sent to the 

* The author must have been nii^uifuniird in this 
particular, for tlie Duke of York's liouse at W^iiite- 
hali, now Lord Melbourne's, was not built by hisr 
Iloyal Highness; but altered with some additions, 
of which the vo).n alluded tj made* a part. — Til. 
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round-house, and the Prince of >yal^8 is 
put into the pillory*, 

I had now passed the trading districtj 
and found little to excite attention in large 
brick houses without uniformity, and with* 
out either beauty or iTiagnrficence. Tlie 
royal palace itself is an old brick build- 
ing, remarkable for nothing, except that 
the sovereign of Great Britain should have 
no better a court ; but it seems that the 
king never resides there. A passage through 
the court-yard leads into St, James's 
Park, the IVado of London. Its trees 
are not so fine as might be expected in 
a country where water never fails, and 
the sun never scorches ; here is also .a 
hpacious piece of water ; but the best or- 
nament of the park are the two towers of 
Westminster Abbey. Having now reached 
the purposed limits of my walk, I passed 

* There is an explaii.irion of tlio jest in the text 
\ihich the transhitor ha*^ tli-iusiht proper to omit, as, 
however neces'^ary to foreijiu readers, it must neefls 
seem impertinent to an Kn.irlish one. — Tu. 



thVbugh a .public -buiTding of some itiagni- 
tude and little beauty, called the Horse 
Guards^ and again entered the public streets. 
Here, where the paviement was broad and 
the passengers not so numerous as to forrn 
a^cr6wd, a beggar had taken his seat, and 
written his petition upon the stones with 
chalks of'various colours, the letters form- 
ed with great skill, and ornamented with 
CBcmie taste.* I stopped to admire his work, 
aiul gave biin a trifle as a payment for the 
«»ight) rather than as alms. Immediately. 
>t^|)bsite the Horse Guards is the Banquet- 
'ing House at Whitehall ; so fine a building,. 
that if the- later architects had had eyes to 
' see, or understandings to comprehend its 
merit, they would never have disgraced, 
the opposite side of the way with buildings 
so utterly devoid of beauty. This frag- 
tnent of a great design by Inigo Jones is 
remarkable for many accounts ; here is 
the window through which Charles I. 
came out upon the scaffold' ; here also ia. 
the back court the statue of James H. re- 

F. 3 
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mains nndislurbed, with so few excesi^es 
was that great revolution accompanied ; 
and here is ihe weathercock which was set- 
up by his command, that he might know 
every shifting of the wind when the inva* 
sion from Holland was expected, and the 
- cast wind was called Pr6tescant by the 
people, and the west Papist. 

My way home from Charing ICross was- 
varied, in as much as I took the other side- 
of ihe street for the sake of the shop win- 
dows, and the variety was greater than I 
had expected. It took me through a place 
called Exeter Change, which is precisely a 
Bazar, at sort of street under cover, or 
large long room, with a row of shops oh 
cnther hand, and a thorounhfare between 
them ; the shops being furnished witli ' 
siich articles as might tempt an idler, or 
remind a passenger of his wants, — walk* 
ing sticks, iniplements for shaving, knives, 
scissars, watch-chains, purses, &c. At 
the. further end was a man in splendid 
costume who proved to belong to a me- 
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nagerie above stairsyto which he invited 
me to ascend ; but I declined this for the 
present, being without a companion. A 
inaccaw was swinging on a perch above 
him, and the outside of the building hung 
with enormous pictures of the animals 
which were there to be seen. 

The oddest things which 1 saw in the 
whole walk wjere a pair of shoes in one 
window floating in a vessel of water, to ' 
show that they were water-proof; and a 
well-dressed leg in another, betokening 
that legs were made. there to the life. One 
purchase I ventured to make, that of a 
travelling caissettc; there were many at the 
shop-()oor, with the prices marked upon 
them, so that 1 did not fear imposition. 
Thesethings are admirably made and ex- 
ceedingly convenient. I was shown some 
which contained the whole apparatus of a 
man's toilet, but this seemed an ill assort- 
ment, as when writing you do not want 
the shaving materials, and when shaving 
as little do you want the writing desk. 
S 
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In looking over the quack's notices af- 
ter my return, I found a fine specinnen of 
English 'hyperbole. The doctor says thai 
his pills always perform, aiiU even exceed 
whatever he promises, as if they were im- 
patient of rmmortal and universal fame. 
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Proctamation of P^ace, — The llnglish do 
not understand Pageantry. — Illumina- 
tion. — M. Otto*s House. — Illuminations 
letter managed at Rome* 

P^fiday, April 30. 

The definitive treaty has arrived at last ; 
peace was proclaimed yesterday, with the 
usual ceremonies, and the customary re- 
joicings have taken place. My expecta- 
tions were raised to the highest pitchy I 
looked for a pomp and pageantry far sur- 
passing whatever I had seen in my own 
country. Indeed every bo<ly expected a 
superb spectacle. The newspaper writers 
had filled their columns with magnificent 
descriptions of what was to be, and rooms 
or single windows in the streets through 
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which the procession vyas to pass, were ad- 
vertised to be let for the sight, and hired 
at prices so extravagant, that I should be 
suspected of exaggeration were I to say 
how preposterous. 

The theory of the ceremony, for this 
ceremony, like an English suit at law, i» 
founded upon a fiction, is, that the Lord 
Mayor of London, and the people of Lon- 
don, good people ! being wholly ignorant 
of wliat has been going on, the king sends 
officially to acquaint them that he has 
made peace : accortlingly the gates at 
Temple Bar, >^hich divide London and 
Westminster, and \\hich stand open day 
and night, arc on this occasion closed ; 
and Garter king at arms, with all his he- 
raldic peers, rides up to them and knocks 
loudly for a^dmittance. The Lord Mayor, 
mounted on a charger, is ready on the 
other side to demand who is there. King 
Garter then announces himself and his er- 
rand, and requires permission to piss anc 
proclaim the good news \ upon which th 
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gates are thrown open. This, which is 
the main part of the ceremony, could be 
seen by only those persons who were con- 
tiguous to the spot, and we were not 
among the number. The apartment in. 
which we were was on the Westminster 
side, and we saw on^y the heraldic part 
of^the procession. The heralds and fhe 
trumpeters w^re certainly in splendid cos- 
tume ; but they were not above twenty in 
number, nor was there any thing to pre- 
cede or follow them. The poorest brother- 
hood in Spain makes a better procession 
on its festival. In fact, these functions are 
not understood in England. 

The crowd was prodigious. The win- 
dows, the leads, or unrailed balconies 
which project over many of the shops, 
the house tops, were full, and the streets 
below thronged. Avery remarkable ac- . 
cident took place in our sight. A man 
on* the top of a church was leaning 
against one of the stone urns which orna- 
ment the balustrade; it fell, and crushed 
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peared thai the workiiieu, insteadofi^ampr; 
ing it with iron to the stone, or securing it' 
with masonry, had &Ued it on a woodeni 
peg^ which having become rotten through, 
yielded to the slightest touch, A Turk 
might relate this story in proof of pr-edes^, 
tination. 

If, however, the ceremony of the morn* 
ing disappointed me, I was amply reward- 
ed by the illuminations at night. This: 
token of national joy is not, as with us, re* 
gulated by law ; the people, or the nioby. 
as they arc called, take the law into thcit 
own hands on these occasions, and when 
they choose to have an illumination, the 
citizens must illuminate to please them^^ 
or be content to have their windows hro-^ 
ken ; a violence which is winked at by the 
police, as it falls only upon persons whose 
politics are obnoxious. During many 
days, preparations had been making for 
this festivity, so that it was already knowA 
what houses and what public i)u'ddiDg& 
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would exhibit the most splendid appear- 
ance. M, Otto's, tht French ambassador^ 
surpassed all others, and the great object 
of desire was to see this. Between eight 
and ninetiic lighting-up began, and about 
ten we sallied out on our way to Poriman 
Square, where M. Otto resided. 

In the private streets there wa* nothing 
to be remarked, except the singular effect 
of walking at night in as broad a light as 
that of noon -day, every window being 
filled with candles, arranged either in 
straight lines, or ui arches, at the fancy of 
the owner, which nobody stopped to ad- 
mire. None indeed were walking in these 
streets except persons whose way lay 
through them ; yet had there been a single 
house unlighted, a mob would have been 
collected in five minutes, at the first outcrv. 
When we drew near Pall Mall, the crowd, 
both of carriages and of people, thickened ; 
still there was no inconvenience, and no 
difficulty in walking, or in crossing the car- 
riage road. Greater expense had been be- 
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round-house, and the Prince of Waif sis 
put into the pillory*, 

I had now passed the trading districtj 
and found little to excite attention in large 
brick houses without uniformity, and with- 
out either beauty or iTiagn'^ficence. The 
royal palace itself is an old brick build- 
ing, remarkable for nothing, except that 
the sovereign of Great Britain should have 
no better a court ; but it seems that the 
king never resides there. A passage through 
the court-yard leads into St. James's 
Park, the IVado of London. Its trees 
are not so fine as might be expected m 
a country where water never fails, and 
the sun never scorches ; here is also a 
spacious piece of water ; but the best or- 
nament of the park are the two towers of 
Westminster Abbey. Having now reached 
the purposed limits of my walk, I passec^ 

* Tlicre is an explanation of tho jest in the text 
which the translator has thought proper to omit, as, 
however necessary to. foreign readers, it must iieefis 
seem impertinent to an Enirlish oik\ — Tu. 



tl^rbugli ^ public -biATding of ^oraV 'thagni- 
tude and little beauty, called the Hor^ 
Guards^ and again entered the public streets. 
Here, where the pavement was broad and 
the passengers not so numerous as to forrn 
lucrAvvd, a beggar had taken his seat, and 
vi'ritten his petition upon the stones with 
chalks of*various colours, the letters form- 
ed with great skill, and ornamented with 
risome taste.* I stopped to admire his work, 
jokI gave bii« a trifle as a payment for the 
t>tght) rather than as alms. Immediately- 
^pbsite the Horse Guards is the Banquet- 
4ng House at Whitehall ; so fine a building,, 
that if the-later architects had. had eyes to 
' see, or understandings to comprehend its 
therit, they would never have disgraced, 
the opposite side of the way with buildings 
so utterly devoid of beauty. This frag- 
tnent of a great design by Inigo Jones is 
remarkable for many accounts ;. here is 
the window through which Charles I. 
came out upon the scaffold' ; here also ia. 
the back court the statue of James IL re-^ 
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uiainy patiently or impatiently f and there 
in fact they did remain the greater part of 
the night, till the lights were burnt out, 
and thti crowd clearing away left them at 
liberty. ' 

We who were on foot had better fortune, 
but we laboured bard for it. There were 
two ranks of people, one returning from 
the square, the other pressing on to it. 
Exertion was quite needless ; man was 
wedged to man, he who was behind you 
pressed you against him who was be- 
fore ; I had nothing to do but to work 
out elbow room that I might not be 
squeezed to death, and to float on with the 
tide. But this tide was frequently at a 
stop ; some obstacle at the further end of 
the street checked it, and still the crowd 
behind was increasing in depth. We 
tried the first entrance to the square m 
vain ; *it was utterly inipossible to get if), 
ar^d finding this we crossed i-nto the coun- 
ter current, and were carried out by the 
stream. A second and a third entrance 



ILLUMINATION. 93 

w^ tried with no better fortune ; at the 
fourth^ the only remaining avenue, we 
were more successful. To this, which is 
ki the outskirts of the town, there vvas one 
way inaccessible by carriages, and it was 
not crowded by walkers, because the road 
was bad, there were no lamps, and the way 
was not known. By this route, however, 
*we entered the avenue immediately oppo- 
site taM. Otto's, and raising ourselves by 
the help of a garden wall, overlooked the 
crowd, and thus obtained a full and unin- 
terrupted sight, of what thousands and tens 
of thousands were vainly struggling to see. 
To describe it, splendid as it was, is im- 
possible ; the whole building presented a 
front of light. The inscription was Peace 
and Amity ; it had been Peace and Con- 
cord, but a. party of sailors in the morn- 
ing, whose honest patriotism did not re- 
gard trifling differences of orthography, 
insisted upon it that they were not coiiquet' 
edy and that no Frenchman should siiy so ; 
ihd so the word Amity, whicUcaw K^^dV^ 
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be regarded as English, was substituted in 
its stead. 

Having effected oiir olyect, meaner 
sights had no temptation for us, atid \vc 
returned. It was three in the morning be- 
fore we reached home ; we extinguished 
our lights and were retiring (o bed, beli'^v- 
ing ourselves at liberty so to do. But it 
<lid not please th^ mob to be of the same 
opinion ; they insisted that the house 
should be lit up again, and John Bull 
was not to be disobeyed. Except a few 
such instances of unreasonableness, it is 
surprising how peaceably the whole pass- 
ed off. The pickpockets have probably 
made a good harvest ; but we saw no 
quarrelling, no drunkenness, and what is 
•more extraordinarv, prodiiiious as the 
crowd was, have heard of no accident. 

So famous is this illumination of M. 
Otto, that one of the minor thcatrrs has 
given notice to all such persons as were not 
fortunate enough lo obtain siglil of it, that 
it will be" exactly rcprescnttd upon ihc 
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€.tage for their accommodation, and that 
the same number of lamps will be arranged 
precisely in the same manner, ihe same 
person being employed to suspend ihenu 
Hundreds will go to see this, not recol- 
lecting that it is as impossible to do it upon 
ja stage of that size, as it is to put a quart 
of water into a pint cup. 

Illuminations ^re better managed at- 
Rome. Imagine the vast dome of St. Pe- 
ter's covered with large lamps so arranged 
as to display its fine form ; those lamps 
all kindled at the same minute, and the 
whole dome emerging, as it were, from 
total darkness, in one blaze of liuht. Af- 
ter this exhibition has lasted an hour, ihe 
dome as rapidly assumes the shape of a 
huge tiara, a change produced by pots of 
fire so much more powerful ihan the form- 
er light as at once to annihilate it. This, 
and the fireworks from St. Angcio, which, 
from their grandeur, admit of no adequate 
description, as you may well conceive, ef- 
fectually prevent those persons who have 
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beheld them from enjoying the twinkling 
light of half-penny-candles scattered in 
the windows of London, or the crowns 
and regal cyphers which here and there 
manifest the zeal, the interest, or emula-' 
tion of individuals. 
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JBxecution of Governor Wall. 

J^foTHUla 18 now talked of in London 
but the fiaite of Governor Wall, who has 
just been executed for a crime committed 
twenty years ago. He commanded at that 
tiBAe the English settlement at Goree, aa 
inactive and unwbolsome station, little re* 
]Kitdble for the officers, and considered as 
a. place of degradation for the men. The 
garrison became discontented at some real 
or supposed mal-practice^ in the di«tribu<» 
tion of stores; and Wall seizing those 
whom he conceived to be the ringleaderir 
of the disaffected, ordered them, by his own 
authority, to be so dreadfully flogged, that 
thiee of than died in. consequence} he 
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himself standidg by during the execution^ 
and urging the executioner not to spare, 
in terms of the most brutal cruelty. , An 
indictment for murder was preferred against 
him on his return to England; he wafr 
apprehended, but made his escape from the 
officers of justice, and got over to the Con- 
tinent, where he remained many years. 
Naples was at one time the place of his 
residence, and the countenance which he 
received there from some of his country- 
men of high rank perhaps induced him to 
believe that the public indignation against 
him had subsided. Partly, perhaps, in- 
duced by this confidence, by the supposi.-- 
tion that the few witnesses who could havei 
testified against him were dead, or so scat^ 
tered about the world as to be out of reach, 
and sUlI more compelled by the pressure of 
his circumstances, he at length reived to 
venture back. 

It is said, that some years before his 
surrender he came to Calais with this in- 
tent, and desired one of the king of Eng r 
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knd't messengeni to take him into costocty, 
si he wished to return and stand his trial. 
The messenger replied^ that he could not 
possibly take charge of him^ but advised 
him to signify his intention to the Secre- 
tary of State^ and offered to carry his let- 
ter to the office. Wall was still very soli- 
citous to go, though the sea was at that 
time so tempestuous that the ordinary 
packets did not venture out ; and the mes« 
senger, whose dispatches would not admit 
of delay, had hired a vessel for himself : 
finding, however, that this could not be, 
he'wrote as bad been suggested ; but when 
he catoe to subscribe his name, his heart 
fiuled him, his countenance became pale 
and livid, and in 'an agony of fear or of 
coniciehce be threw down the pen arid 
rushed out of the room. The messenger^ 
pot to *sea; the vessel was wrecked aii 
clearing out of the harbour, and not a s6uV 
m board escaped. 

This eztraordinat/ story has beeh con/i-' 
dekfly refaitecf with everf ciniutnsttotial eVi- 

J3 
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dence ; yet it seems to imply a conscious- 
ness of guilty and a feeling of remorse> 
noways according with his after conduct* 
fie came over to England about twelve 
months ago, and lived in London under a 
fictitious name : here also a circunistance 
took place which touched him to the heart. 
Some masons were employed about his 
house, and he took notice to one of them 
Aat the lad who worked with him appeared 
very sickly and delicate, and unfit for so 
laborious an employment. The man con*^ 
fessed that it was true, but said that be bad 
po other means of supporting him, and 
that the poor lad had no other &ieod in At 
world, <^ For his father and mother,'' said 
he, ^^ are dead, and his only brother was 
flogged to death at Goree, by that barbarous 
TiUain Governor Wall/' 

It has never been ascertained what were 
his motives for surrendering himself: the 
most probable cause which can be assigned 
is, that some property had de?olved to 
him, of whicJbi -be stood greatly in need> 
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but which be could not claim till his out- 
lawry had been rerened* He therefore 

• 

voluntarily gave himself up^ and was 
brought to trial. One of the persons 
whom he bad summoned to give evidence 
in his favour dropped down dead on the 
tray to the court ; it was, however, known 
ftat his testimony would have borne 
against him. Witnesses appeared irom 
the remotest parts of the island whom he 
had supposed dead. One man who had suf- 
lered under his barbarity and recovered, had 
been hanged for robbery but six months 
befofe, and expressed his regret at going to 
the gallows before Governor Wall, as the 
thing which most grieved him, '^ For,'* 
6aid he, " I know he will come to the gal- 
lo^vs at last." 

The question turned upon the point of 
law, whether the fact, for that was admit- 
ted, was to be considered as an execution, 
or as a murder. The evidence of a wo- 
iTian who appeared in his behalf, was 
that which weighed most heavily against 
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h|p : bis ^tteQ;i|i| ta frf^t ^)bat ^ muxiuK 
l^tually exisUrd. fiaiM ; aii4 the jury ^ro* 
l^pMneed biiii.guUty. , For t^s h« >ya8^.utr 
terly uoprepated -, and^ when be bei^d ibff 
y^rdict^ clasped his bands iq as^nishnifeif ]( 
aodai^ony. The Beucb^ as it ^^ .calle^ 
had no -dqubt whatever . of. bi$.gui)t. hvtx 
ibey cett^nly thought i^ doubtful bow the 
imy might decide; and aa.the c^se was so 
ijpgular^ after passing sen^tence iu, ^le cu^r 
to^avy form^ they respited^ bi^a^ .that |bt 
cjrcuxnstances might be. moi^ fully ^^coi^ 

tideredf 

, Tbe Governor was well connected.,, wd 
had powerful friends .: it is said aIso,^ tb^ 
as the case turned upon a question of disr 
cip]inej some persons high in the militajF^ 
department exerted themselves warmly iu 
i,\% favour. The length .of time w^icb 
had elapsed was no palliation^ , s^d it wfis 
of consequence that it should not be cour 
sidered as such ; but his self-.sun^nderi U 
was urged^ evidently implied, that be be-» 
lieved hioisclf justifiable ia what he bad 
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ddtit.' Oct tiie bthSer hiiid/the circuii- 
iUdces which' lUid kppeared on' the trial 
We^re of the most aggravkting dktufe; they 
had been distailed in' all the neWdpap^ni^ 
and wdmVh Were selling the account abdui 
the Greets at alialf-pennV each^ vociferat* 
ing fidbud the most shdckitigparts^ the biet* 
ter td attract nbtibe. Various editions of 
the rrial at length were published ; and the 
publishers^ most uhpardonably, while the 
^estion of his life or death was still un- 
der the consideration of the privy council^ 
stuck up their large notices all over this 
^alls of London^ with prints of the tran8« 
action^ and " Cut his liver out/* the ejt- 
pitdsiou which he had used to the execu« 
^bfib^ written in large letters above. The 
popular indignation had never before been 
so elicited. On the days appointed for 
his execution (for he was repeatedly re- 
spited) all the streets leading to the prison 
were crowded by soldiers and sailors chief- 
lyi every one of ^Vhom felt it as his own 
pi^rBoha) cause: and as the execution 61 
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the routineers in the fleet was so recent^ in 
nrhich eo little mercy had been shown^ a 
feeling very generally prevailed among the 
lower classes^ that this case was to decide 
whether or not there was law for the rich 
as well as for the -poor. The deliberations 
of the privy council continued for so ma- 
ttj days that it was evident great efforts 
were made to save his life ) but there can 
be little doubt^ that had these efforts suc- 
eeeded, either a riot would have ensued, 
or a more dangerous and deeply founded 
spirit of disaffection would .have -goiie 
through the people. 

Wall^ meantime^ was lying in the dun« 
geon appointed for persons condemned to 
deaths where, in strict observance of the 
letter of the law, he was allowed no other 
food than bread and water. Whether he 
felt compunction may be doubted : — we 
easily deceive ourselves : — form only ^as 
wanting to have rendered that a legal 
punishment which was now called mur- 
der, and he may have regarded himself as 
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a discipImariaD^ not a criminal ; but as hia 
hopes of pardon failed bim^ he wa3 knowix 
to sit up in his bed during the greater part 
of the nighty sin^ng psalms. His offence 
was indeed heavy^ but never did human 
being sutfer more heavily ! . The dread oS 
deaths the sense of the popular hatred^ fbt 
k was fearM that the mob might prevent 
his exei^ution and pull him ia pieces ; and 
the tormenting reflection that his own vain 
eonfidence had been the cause. — that he 
hakl voluntarily placed himself in this 
dreadful situation^-^these formed a pu- 
nishment sufficient^ even if remorse were 
not superadded < 

On the morning of his execution, the 
mob, as usual, assembled in prodigious 
numbers, filling the whole space before the 
prison, and all the ' wide avenues from 
whence the spot could be seen. Having^ 
repeatedly been disappointed of their re- 
venge, they were still apprehensive of 
another respite, and their joy at seeing 
him appear upon the scaffold was so great^ 
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that 't^9ey« set up 'tbfee hvmzai^'^aia- ivb^. 
stance of ferocity which had never oc^rsed 
iMRfrer^ * The tufsertble man, vqotte ^^r- 
Cbtiid by thi% begged Abe iAng«afi':'tck 
bastea bis work; Wbeailie was. turned 
dff theyb^fta tbeur^huea^asyafanfi^vbulr 
tHalead 'Cf proceeding^ to: three idistkcd 
likMM, asusoal^ ifaey popped at tbeifiraid 
'SiAs conduct #f tbe niob basJ^sea^tetlkid 
inhiimati ^tnd:. dtsgivloeful ^ for^ any: own 
party I cannot but agree widi tfacfe who 
r<^ard it in a very different^ bgbt^ 3^'ba 
iteniengeM joy wbicb animated xhem^iun^ 
<^ristmn as that ^passion cerkamly ia^^amd 
whatever may have .been its exce8s>'^ii^ 
^enrely fofnidod upon humanity j and the 
sudden extinction qE that Joy^ the: leeling 
"iirhicb ^ pi^e moment strock ap*jnaoj? 
thousands, stopped their accIam&tioDS.at 
Mce, imd awed <theni into, a deadisileoce 
wb^n they saw the object of their ^ba^ 
fried: in the act. and. agony of .deatbyiiia 
surely as honourable ^o the.. popular 
ebaracter as any trait which I have s^en 
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recorded- of.: any people in any age .ofr 
^aanixy^ j\". .• .■./.- ..::■.■.•:..•■: 
?Tiie body^ . according tO; cu3tbni>.iwaf 
suspended an houi^i. during this time the 
Irish basket-w6mea who sold fruit under^ 
theigallows^were drinking bis dan^nation 
IB aitnixHire bf gin and brimstone ! /The 
haittir ia tshich he suffered was cut . into, 
Ibeiamaliest' pieces possible^ -which were 
•old toi the itiob at a shilling each» . Ac*, 
cording to the. scnteDce> the body should; 
haite been^dissected | il wasjustL^peued aa 
ajnattcTvof £irmi and then giyent ^ta. ^isk 
Istbtifms; for which indulgence they gave 
1002.»lo one of the public bospitials. One 
e£ the. printed trials contains bi^ portrait 
|DSi< taken: m . the. dungeMi of the . con- 
dlemnedi if it^be true that an artist was 
actually «ent to take his likeness under such 
dccadfiil circumstances^ for the, purpose of 
gain,: this lis the most disgraceful faca 
which, has tal^n ^aJaoe during the whole 
. trninaaction, . m.^ 
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A print has since been published called 
The Balance of Justice. It represents the 
mutineers hanging on one arm of a gal- 
lows^ and Governor Wall on the other. 
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Martial Laws of England. — Limited Ser'* 
vice advised. — Hints for Military Re* 
form. 

The execntion of Governor Wall is con- 
sidered as a great triumph of justice. No- 
body seems to recollect that he has been 
banged^ not for having flogged three men to 
deaths but for an informality in the mode 
of doing it. — Yet this is the true state of 
the case. Had he called a drum-head 
court»martial^ the same sentence might 
have been inflicted^ and the same conse- 
quences have ensued, with perfect impu- 
nity to himself. 

The martial laws of England are the 
most barbarous which at this day exist in 
Europe. The offender is sometimes sen- 
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tdicecl to receive a thousand Isahts 
surgeon stands by to feel bis pullse during ' 
tbe execution, and determine how long die' 
flogging can be continued without kiiiing 
him. When human nature can sustam^ 
no more, he is rennanded to prison 4 irisi. 
nKound, for from the shoulders to the loioa!. 
it leaves him one wound, is dressed^ . and^ 
as soon as it is sufficiently healed la:d>e 
laid open again in the same^anner^liieii 
is brought out to undergo the 'remainder : 
of his sentence. And this is 'repeatirilyi) 
and openly practised in a cpuntry where' 
they read in their churches^ and in .their 
hobses, that Bible, in their own language^: 
which sairfrj "^^ Forty stripes may the judge 
ibflict upon the ofTender, and riot exceed^'.;.: 
All savages are cruel, and nations be- 
come humane only as they become civi- 
lized. Half a century ago, tb^ n^pst atro- . 
ctous pimishments were used in ey^y parl:^ 
of Christendom ;— such were tlit ^ecuiion?^. 
under P6mbal in Portugal, the tortures in-*' 
flicted upon Ddmicris in Fraince^; and tibn' 
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Elc^jeoingitieii aitvetn England. 
Quw own Aistory is full qf shockiitg ext 
aaipl^y'but our mannersf softened sooner 
thm those cf^ur neighbours. These hax'^ 
barities originated in barbarous, ages, and 
aieieasiiy accoumed for; but how so cruel; 
t'^stem jof: martial law, which oertaioly 
drnnot iw traced back to any distaiu age 
ofjuitiquity, * oonld ever have been esta« 
Uishied is: onaccoontable ; for when barba- 
iriibs:esliablished barbarous laws, the sol- 
dfsc9.wece.the only [People who were free ; 
ior 4aet \tbey were the legislators, and of 
course would neve^make laws to enslave 
themselves. , . 

"^Another ^evous evil in their military 
system is, that there k lio lin^ited time of 



* More truly it might be said, thaMhe Spaniftrds 
had no traitors to punish. In the foreign instances 
here ' stactedy the judges made their court to thd 
c#o#(^ by fmehy;— in our'own, case^ the cnscltj 
waa.of tl|e«Ifii!t, not of the iqdividuals.. Don M^ 
ny«L fijboiorge^ the Inquisition. r-*Tiu . 
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•ervice. Hence arises the dif&culty which 
the English find in recruiting their armieSi^ 
The bounty money offered for a recruit 
during the war amounted sometimes to a8 
much as twenty pieces of eight, a siimy 
burthensome indeed to the nation whea 
paid to whole regiments^ but little enough 
if it be considered as the price for 
which a man sells his liberty, £Dr life* 
There would be no lack of soldiers were 
they enlisted for seven years. Half the 
peasantry in the country would like to 
wear a fine coat from the age of eigbteett 
till five-and-twenty, and to see the world 
at the king's expanse. At present, mechgr 
nics who have been thrown out of employ 
by the war^ and run-away apprentices en- 
list in their senses^ but the far greater 
number of recruits enter under the influ- 
ence of liquor. 

It has been inferred^ that old Homer 
lived in an age when morality was little 
understood^ because he so often observes^ 
that it is not right to do wrong. Whether 
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or not tfaesMie jodgement is to be passed 
upon the present age of England^ posterity 
win decide 5 certain it is that her legisla- . 
tors seem not unfrcquently to have forgot- 
ten the commonest truisms both of morals 
and politics. The love of a military life 
is so general, that it may almost be consi-< 
Atfed as one of the animal passions ; yet 
sucti are the martial laws, and such the 
military system of England, th^t this pas- 
sion seems almost annihilated in the coun- 
try. It is true, that during the late war 
fokinteer companies were raised in every 
piirt of the kingdom; but, in raising these, 
the whole influence of the landed and 
moneyed proprietors was exerted ; it was 
tnonsidered as a test of loyalty 5 and the 
greater part .of these volunteers coiisisted 
of men who had property at stake, and 
believed it to be in danger, and of their 
dependants ; and the very ease with which 
these companies were raised, evinces how 
easy it would be to raise soldiers, if they 



who became ' soldiers were still to be coii^ 
sjdered as inen^ and as freeii>ei;i« 

The difficulty would be lessened if meit 
were enlisted for a limited term of yeaf» 
instead of for life. Yet that this altera-* 
t»6a alone is not sufficient, is proved by 
the state of their provincial troops^ or tap'' 
Utia as they are called. Here the men |ire 
bound to a seven years service, and are not 
to be sent out of the kingdom | yet^nnex-i- 
eeptionable as this may appear, the <mt}t«^ 
tiais not easily raised, nor without sofiw 
degree of oppression. The men are ehoMW 
by ballot, and permitted to serve by sdbt^ 
stiiute^ or exempted upon paying a fine.' 
On those who can afibrd either, it opevataes^ 
therefore, as a tax by lottay $ the poor 
man has no alternative, he must ierve^ 
and in consequence, the poor man opon 
whom the lot falls considers himself as 
nimed : and ruined be is ; for, upon the 
happiest termination of his time of service^ 
if he return to his former place of abode^: 
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Mil wllii^,.and fttiU aUe to mume hit 
former occopatioi^ he finds hU pbce ia 
•ociety filled up. But sevea yean of mi* 
Ulary idlenet* usually incapacitate him for 
any cither iFade, and he who has once been 
iVMldieris commonly for ever after unfit 
for every^ thing else. 

31 The evil consequences of the idle hours 
isdiich hang upon the soldiers' hands are 
suAUnently understood, and their dress 
seeoia -to have been made ar liable lo dirt 
W^possible,' that as much time as possible 
aiay be eapIo)ired in cleaning it. This is 
ooecan^of Ihecontempt which the sailors 
£ld for them, who say that soldiers have 
%Qthuig to do but tb whiten their breeches 
Wh pipf'cbay^ and to make strumpets for 
^e use of Uie navy. Would it not be well 
to follow the example of the Romans, and 
employ. them in public works ? This was 
done in Scotlaud, where they have cut 
roads through the wildest part of the coun- 
try y and it is isaid that the. soldiery in Ire- 
land are now to be employed in the same 
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totoncr. In England, wli<freii<^«ichfe. 
boar is necessary, they nttgfat be occupied 
in digging canals, of more peimanen'tly in 
bringing the waste * lands into cnltivatton, 
trhich might the more conveniently beef* 
iected>tis it iifbeeoming thesystetn to lodge 
the troops in barracks apart from the peo<^ 
'^, instead of qnartering them in the 
towns. 'Military villages might be bniR 
Jn place of these huge and ugly buildings, 
and at far less expense; the adjoining 
lands cultivated by the men, who should^ 
in consequence, receive higher pay, and 
the produce be appropriated to the miKt^iy 
chest. Each hiit should have its gar(bn> 
"which the tenant should cultivate for his 
own private amusement, or profit." Undet 
Such a system the soldier might rear a 
family in time of peace, the wives of the 
soldiery would be neither less dome^ic 

* In this and what follows, the author seems to 
be suggesting improvements for his own countrv, 
and to mean Spaiii, when he speaks of England. 
— Tu. 
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nor leas cstiioablft than other women in 
their own rank of life, and the iufanca 
who. uow die in a proportion which i.t is 
shocking to think of^ woukl have the com* 
mon change for U£e. 

But the sure and certain way to secure 
any nation for ever from alarm as weH as 
from danger^ ia to train every school-lK)y 
to the use of arms : boys would desire no 
better amusement^ and thus, in the course 
of the next generation every man would 
be a soldier. England might tlien defy, 
not France alone^ but the whole continent 
leagued with France, even if the impassa- 
ble gulph between this happy island and 
its enemy were filled up. This will be 
done sooner or later, for England must be- 
come an armed nation. How long it 
will be before her legislators will dis- 
cover this, and how long when they have 
discovered.it, before they will dare to act 
upon it, that is; before they will con- 
sent to part with the power of alarming 
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the people^ which tbey have found m 
convenient^ it would be idle to conjec- 
ture. Individuals profit slowly by expe- 
rience, associatims still more slowly^ and 
governments the most slowly of all asso- 
ciated bodies* 
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Shopmen^ why preferred to Wemen in Eng'- 
l^nd. — Division of London into the East 
and West Ends. — Low State of domestic 
Architecture. — Surlington*House. 

X HAVB employed this morning in wan* 
dering about this huge metropolis with an 
English gentleman^ well acquainted with 
the manners and customs of foreign coun* 
tries^ and therefore well quidified to point 
out to me what is peculiar in his own* 
Of the imposing splendour of the shops I 
have already spoken; but I have not told 
you that the finest gentlemen to be seen 
in the streets of London are the men who 
serve at the linen-drapers' and mercers'. 
« Early in the morning they are diest cap-i« 
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pied^ the hair feathered and frosted with 
a delicacy which xio hat is to derange 
through th^ day; and as this is a leisure time 
with thern^ they «re to be seen after break^ 
fast at their respective shop-doors^ paring 
their nails, and adjusting their cravats* 
That so many young men should be em-* 
pl6yed in London to recoitiiiiend Ikces anil 
mushns to the ladie», to assist them in tbe 
iehoice of a gown, ta weigh out thread and 
to measure ribbons, excited my snrpriie ; 
but my friend soon explsuned the reaaoiu 
He told me, that*ih countnea where wb^ 
men are the shopkeepers, flhopn are ixtif 
kept for the; con^^eiftience of the people^ 
and not for their amusement PefBom 
therei go into a shop because they want tlie 
article which is sold there> ^lid in' that 
ease a woman answers all the purposed 
Which are required-; die shops themselv«» 
are mere repositdriea. of goods^ and the 
timt of yeav of little ilnportance to the 
receipts^. But it is (^thei'wise in Lon-^ 
don.; luxury hec^ Sib e^ry head with eft^ 
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price, from the servant-maid to the peeress, 
and iihops are become exhibitions of fa- 
shion. In the spring, when all persons of 
distinction are in Town, the usual morn- 
ing employment of the ladies is to go a- 
shopping, as" it is called ; that is, to see 
these curious exhibitions. This they do 
without actually wanting ta purchase any 
thing, and they spend their money or not, 
according to the temptations which are held 
out to gratffy and amuse. Now female 
shopkeepers, it is said, have not enough 
patience to indulge this idle and fastidious 
curiosity $ whereas young men, are more 
assiduous, more engaging, and not at all 
querulous about their loss of time. 
■ It must be confessed, that these exhibi- 
tions are very entertaining, nor is there 
any thing wanting to set them off to the 
greatest advantage. Many of the windows 
are even glazed with large panes of plate 
glass, at a great expense ; but this, I am 
told, is a refinement of a very late date ; 
indeed glass windows were seldom used in 
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shops befofe the present rdgn^ and they 
who deal in woollen clolh have not yet 
universally cooie into the fashion. , 

London is more remarkable for the dis- 
tribution of its inhabitants than any city . 
on the continent. It is at once the great- 
est port iu the kingdom^ or in the worlds 
a city of merchants and tradesmen, and the 
seat of government, where^the men of 
rank and fashion are to be found ; s^d 
though all these are united together by 
continuous streets^ there is an imaginary 
line of demarkatipn which divides them 
frpm each other. A nobleman would not 
be found by any accident to live in that 
part which is properly called the City, un- 
less he should be confined for treason or 
sedition in Newgate or the Tower. This 
is the Eastern side ; and I observe, when** 
ever a person says that he lives at the West 
End of the Town, there is st)me degree of 
consequence connected with the situation : 
Fpr instance, my tailor lives at the West 
End of the Town, and consequently be i^ 



DIVISION OF X.OKDOK. Iff 

iupposecl to make my coat in a better style 
qF feshion : and this opinion is carried sq 
far among the ladies^ that^ if a cap waa 
known to come from tb<j City, it would bo 
giyen to my lady's, woman, who would 
giye it to the cfook, and she perhaps would 
think it prudent not to Inquire into it& 
pedigree. A transit from the City to the 
We«t End of the Town is the last step of 
the successful trader, when he throws. o(F 
his exuviiB and emerges from his chryi^lia 
' state into the butterfly world of high life. 
Here are the Hesperides whither the com- 
mercial adventurers repair, not to gather 
but to enjoy their golden fruits. 

Yet this metropolis of fashion, this ca« 
pital of the capital itself, ha& the most 
monotonous appearance imaginable. -r^Tho 
streets are perfectly parallel and uniformly 
extended brick walls, about forty feet high, 
with equally extended ranges of windows, 
and doors, all precisely alike, and without 
any appearance of being distinct houses. 
You would rather suppose them to behoS"^ 
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pitals^ arsenals^ or public granaries^ were U 
not for their great extent. Here is a fashion^ 
lately introduced from better climates^ of 
making varandas ; — varandas in a country 
where physicians recommend double doors^ 
and double windows as precautions against 
the intolerable cold ! . I even saw several in- 
stances of green penthouses, to protect the 
rooms from the heat or light of the sun^^ 
fixed against houses in a northern aspect* 
At this I expressed some surprise to my 
companion : he replied, that his country- 
men were the most rational people in the 
world when they thought proper to use 
their understandings, but that when they 
lost sight of common sense they were more 
absurd than any others, and less dextrous 
in giving plausibility to nonsense. In con- 
firmation of this opinion, he instanced 
another strange fashion which happened 
to present itself on the opposite side of the 
street ; a brick wall up to the first story 
decorated with a range of Doric columns 
to imitate the facade of the Temple of 
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Theseus at Athens^ while the upper part 
of the house remained as naked as it could 
be left by the mason's trowel. 

After walking a considerable time in 
tliesc streets^ I inquired for the palaces of 
the nobility, and was told that their houses 
were such as I had seen^ with a few ex* 
ceptions^ which were shut up from public 
view by high blank walls ; but that none 
of them had any^ pretensions to architec* 
ture^ except one in Piccadilly, called Bur- 
lington House^ which is inhabited by the 
Duke of Portland. Lord Burlington, who 
■ erected it, was a man whose whole desire 
and fortune were devoted to improve the 
national taste in architecture : and this 
building, though with many defects, is 
considered by good judges to be one of the 

I 

best specimens of modem architecture in 
Europe, and even deserves to be ranked 
with the works of Palladio, whom Lord 
Burlington made the particular object of 
his imitation. W — added, that thi^ 
building, it is expected, will in a few 
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years be taken down, to make room for 
streets. From the very great increase of 
ground rent, it is supposed that the site o^ 
the house and garden would produce 8,000^ 
a- year. Every thing here is reduced to 
calculation* This sum will soon 'be con- 
sidered as the actual rent ; and then>, in 
the true commercial spirit of the country, 
U will be put to sale. This hai all eady been 
done in two or three instances ; and in the 
course of half a century, it is expected that 
the Bank will be the only building of coo:- 
sequence in this emporium of trade. 

The merchants of this^nodern Tyre, 
are indeed princes in their wealth, and in 
their luxury ^ but it is to he wished that 
t})ey bad something more of the spirit ^ 
princely magnilicencc, and that when tiiey 
build palaces tliey would cease to use the 
warehouse as \^w model. 
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Cdtisei of the Change 6f Ministry not ge^ 
nerally understood, — Catholic EmancU 
pation, — The Change acceptable to the 
Nation^ — State of Parties. — Strength of 
the neitf Administration. — Its good Ef' 
Jects. — Popularity of Mr. Adding ton. 

m 

i HE -change of ministry is couBidered as 
H national hkssing. Tfae system of terror^ 
of'siarmp jukI of espionage^ has been laid 
aside, the mpst buvthensome of th^ taxes 
repealed, and a sincere desire manifested 
on the part of the new minister to peet 
the wishes of the nation. 

It must nevertheless be admitted, that, 
however unfortunately for their country, 
and for the general interests of Europe, 
the late administration may haVe employed 
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their power, the motives which induced 
them to withdraw, and the manner in 
which they retired, are highly honourable 
to their personal characters. The imme- 
diate cause was this : — ^They had held out 
the promise of emancipation to the Iridh 
Catholfcs as a means, of recdnciling them 
to the Union. While the two countries 
were governed by separate legislatures; it 
was very possible, if the Catholics were ad- 
mitted to their rights, that a majority in the 
Irish House might think proper to restore 
the old religion of the people, to which it is 
we)] known with what exemplary fidelity 
the great majority of the Irish nation dtill 
adhere. But when once the representa* 
tivesof both countries should be united in 
one parliament, . no such consequence 
could be apprehended ; for, though all the 
Irish members should be Catholics, they 
Would still be a minority. The old 'mi-* 
nistry had thus represented the Union as a 
measure which would remove the objec-^ 
tion to Catholic emancipation, and.pledg- 
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.^ ibemselves to grant that em^hQipatrdn^ 
.^fier it should have been efiected*-this act 
i<}£ justice being the price which they were 
to^pay for it to the people of Ireland. But 
.>4heybad not calculated upon the king's 
..ch^racter^ whose zeal^ as the Defender of 
ibe Faith^ makes it greatly to be lamented 
^ ihat be has not a better faith to defend. 
.^He^- as head of the Church of England^ 
-flpDoeives himself bound by his coronation 
'foexh to suffer no innovation in favour of 
^opisry^ as these schismatics contemptu- 
ously calMhe religion of the Fathers and 
^a4ie Apdstles^ and this scruple it was 
^ lliipQSsible to overcome. The bishop^^ 
«{bp might have had some influence' over 
him^ were all^ as may well be iiiiagined^ 
decidedly hostile to any measure of favour 
•r justice to the true faith, and the mini* 
6try had no^ alternative but to break their 
pledged promise or to resign their oflSces; 
That this is the real state of the case, I 
have beet! assured on such authority that 
I^ cannot entertain the slightest doubt : it 
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tt, however, by no nrean« geiatriiHy believed 
to be so by the people ; but I cannot fini 
Aat they hate any other reason for their 
tli^eliefy than a^tllied opinion thai ^ate^ 
men always consider their own private in- 
terest in preference to every thing else ^ iti 
plain language, that there is no such virtote 
inerislenceas political honesty. And they 
persist in supposing that thc^re is more in 
this resignation than has yet been^ i^ltde 
pubtic, though the change iis novr of >o 
long sftinding, eM though they perceive 
that the late ministers havfe not accepted 
either titles or pensiotis, as has been nsu^d 
on such occasions, and tims sufficiently 
proved that disinterestWness of which they 
will not believe them capable. 

But it is commonly said. They went out 
because they could not decently make peaces 
with Bonaparte— Wait a littte while and 
you will see them in again* This is con** 
ftited bv the conduct of the former cabt^ 
net, all the leading members of which, 
except Mr. -Viti'^ have violently declared 
3 
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themselves agiinst the peace. They cry 
out that it IB the most foolish, mischievous^ 
and dishonourable treaty that ever was 
concluded': that it cantiot possibly be last-^ 
ing, and tfaat it will be the ruin- of the na«^ 
tion* The nation, however, is very well 
persuaded that no better was to be had^ 
Very ttiankful for a respite from alarm, and 
k relief of taxation, and very well con* 
vinced by its own disposition to maintain 
die peace that it is in no danger of being 
broken. <«— And the nation is perfectly right. 
Exhausted as France and England both 
are, it is eit]ually necessary to one country 
as to the other. France want^ to ma*ke her«> 
self a commercial country, to raise a navy, 
and to train up sailors ; England wants tO: 
recover from the expenses of a ten years 
vttr, and they are miserable politicians who- 
suppose tfaat any new grounds of dispute- 
can arise, important enough to overpower 
these considerations. 

Pitt, on the other hand, defends the 
peace y and many persons si^ppose that he 
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will fioon make his appearance again in isd* 
ministration. This is not very likely^ <rti 
account of the-Catholic question^ to which 
he is as strongly pledged as the Grenville 
party } but the present difference betweeil 
him and that party seems to show that the 
inflexibility, of the former cabinet is not to 
be imputed to him. Peace^ upon as good 
terms as the present^ mighty beyond all 
doubt, have been made at any time during 
the war ; and as he_is satisfied with it^ it it 
reasonable to suppose that he would have 
made it sooner if he could. His opinion 
has all the weight that you would expect i 
and as the old opposition members ape 
equally favourable to the measures of the 
new administration, the ministry may look 
upon themselves as secure. The war-fac* 
tion can muster only a very small mino- 
rity, and they are as thoroughly unpopular 
as the friends of peace and good order 
could wish them to be. > . * 

I know not how I can give you a high* 
er opinion of the present Premier than by 



si^ingj thai his enemies have nothing 
worse to object against him than that his 
fsither was a physician* Even in Spain we 
have never thought it necessary to examine 
the pedigree of a statesman^ and in £ng- 
iajad.such a cause of complaint is indeed 
ridiculous. They call him The Doctor on 
this account ;— -a minister of healing he has 
truly been ; he has poured balm and oil 
intO:tbe wounds of the country^' and the 
country is blessing him. The peace with 
France is regarded by the wiser persons 
with whom I have conversed as a trifling 
good^ compared to the internal pacifica- 
tion which Mr. Addington has effected: 
He immediately put a stop to the system 
of irritation j there was an end of suspicion^ 
andalarm^ and plots 5 conspiracies were 
no longer to be heard of^ when spies were 
no longer paid for forming them. The di- 
stinction of parties had been as invcterately 
marked as that between new and old Chris- 
tians a century ago in Spaih^ and it was as 
effectually removed by this change of mi- 



fti8t«7> AS if an act of forgetfulness had becft 
enforced by miracle. Parlies are completely 
dislocated by the' peace ; it has shaken^ 
things like an earthquake, and they are- 
not y el settled after lh« shock, I have 
beard ijt called the great political thaw,— 
lHappily in Spain Ave do not know whata^ 
great frost is sufficiently to understand the 
full ft>rce of the expression. 

Thus much, however, may plainly be 
perceived. The whig party regard it as a' 
triumph to have any other minister than 
Pitt, and iheir antagonists are equally glad 
to have any other minister than Fox. ' A 
. stiil larger part of the' people, connected, 
with government by the numberless hoohs 
and eyes of patronage and influence, are 
readj' to support any minister whatsoever, 
in any measures whatsoever : and others: 
more respectable, neither few in number, 
»or feeble in weight, act with the same 
blind acquiescence from a sense of duty. 
All these persons agree in supporting Mr. 
Addington^ t^ho is attacked by none but 
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^ violent einexnies pf the popultr caase^ 
nofv^ of CDOTse) the objects of poptiljo* ha- 
tted and obloquy tbem^lve^. Some peo* 
ph expect to «ee hitn take Fox into the 
jufaitinistration^ others think he will prefer 
Pitt 5 it is not very likely ihAt he shodd 
venture to trust" either, for he must. know 
that if cither should * enter it the sleeve^ 
he would g^t out at the collar. 
* To the eloquence of his predecessor, the 
present Premier makes no pretensions^ and 
he is liked the better for it. The English 
, say they have' paid quite enough for fine 
speeches > he tells them a plain story, and 
gains credit by fair dealing. His enemies 
naturally depreciate his talents : as far a.<) 
experience goes, it confutes them. He 
has shown talents enough to save the 
country from the Northern confederacy, 
the most serious danger to which it was 
exposed during the whole war ; to make a 
peace which has satisiied all the reasonable 

*Entraria por la manga^ y saldria por cl cabezon. 
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part of the nation^ and to restore unanimi-^ 
ty at home^ and that freedom of opinion 
i^hich was almost abrogated. From all 
that I can learn^ Mr. Addington is likely 
long to retain his situation ; and sure I am 
that were he to retire frpm it^ he would, 
take with him the regret and the blessings 
of the people. 



^ 
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Dress of the English without Variety'^ 

Coal-heavers. Post-men. Art of 

knocking at the Door, — Inscriptions over 
the Shops. — Exhibitions in the Shop' 
windows. — Chimney -sweepers. — 3/ay- 
day. — These Sports originally religions* 

Tuesday, May 4, 1802, 

T*HE dress of Englishmen wants that va- 
riety which renders the figures of our 
scenery so picturesque. You might think, 
from walking the streets of London, that 
there were no ministers of religion in the 
country; J — luiiiled at the remark, and 
told me that some of the dignifhd clergy 
wofe silk aprons; but these are rarely setn, 
and they are more generally known by a huge 
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and hideous wig, once consiilered to be'^lsm 
necessary a covering for a learned head as aa 
ivy bush is for an owl, but which even phy- 
sicians have now discarded, and left only to 
schoolmasters and doctors in divinity. 
Th^re is, too, this reinarkable difference 
between the costume of England and of 
Spain, that here the national dress is alto- 
gether devoid of grace, and it is only mo- . 
dern fashions which have improved it : in 
Spain, on the contrary, nothing can be 
more graceful than the dresses both of the 
clergy and peasantry, which have from 
time immemorial remained unchanged; 
while our better ranks clothe themselves. 
in a worse taste, because they imitate the 
apery of other nations. What I say.of^ 
their costume appHes wholly to that of th^ 
men; the. dress of Englishwomen is perfect^ 
as far as it goes ; it leaves nothing to be , 
wished,— except that there should be a lit-^ 
tie more of it. . 

The most singular figures in the streets 
of this metropolis are the men who are i*ia* 
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pToyed in canying the earth-coal, which 
they remove from the barge to the wag- 
gqn, and again from the waggon to the 
boiise^ upon their backs. The back of the 
coat, therefore, is as well quilted as the 
cotton breastplate of our soldiers in Ame- 
ricft^ in old times : and to protect it still 
more, the broad flap pf the hat lies flat 
upon the shoulders. The head conse«> 
quently seems to bend unusually forward, 
and the whole figure has the appearance of 
having been bowed beneath habitual bur« 
thens. The lower classes, with this ex* 
ceptiou, if they do not wear the cast clothes 
of the higher ranks, have them in thesamo 
form. . The post-men all wear the royal 
Jivcrj', which is scarlet and gq)d; they hur- 
ry through Jthe streets, and cross from side 
to side with indefatigable rapidity, llie 
£nglish doors have knockers instead of 
bells, and there is an advantage in this 
which you would not immediately per« 
ceive. The bell, by whomsoever it be 
pulled^ must always give the same soiuid^ 
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but the knocker may be so handled as to 
explain who plays upon it, and accordingly 
it has its systematic set of signals. The 
ppst-man comes witli two loud and rapid 
raps, such as no person but himself ever 
gives. One very loud one marks the 
news-man. A single knock of less vehe- 
mence denotes a servant or other messenger. 
Visitors give three or four. Footmen of 
coachmen always more than cheirmasters; 
and the master of every family has usually 
his particular touchy which is immediately 
recognised. 

Every shop has an inscription above it 
expressing the name of its owner, and that 
of his predecessor, if the business has been 
60 long established as to derive a certain 
degree of respectability from time. Cheap-; 
Warehouse is sometimes added ; and if the 
tradesman has the honour to serve any of 
the royal family, this is also mcntionedj 
and the royal arms in a style of expensive 
carving are affixed over the door. These 
inscriptions in large gilt letters, shaped 
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with the greilcst nicety, form a peculiir 
featnre in die streets of LondoD. In 
former times all the shops had large signs 
suspended before Ihem, such as are still 
used at inns in the country ; these have 
long since disappeared ; but in a few in* 
stances, where the shop is^of such long 
standing that it is still known by the name 
of its old insignia, a small picture still pre* 
serves'the sign, placed instead of one of 
the window panes. 

If I were to pass the remainder of my 
life in London, I think the shops would 
always continue to amuse me. Something 
extraordinary or beautiful is for ever to be 
seen in them. I saw, the other davi a 
atuigeon, above Vxovaras in length, hang- 
ing at a fishmonger's. In one window 
you see the most exquisite lamps of ala- 
baster, to shed a pearly light in the bed* 
chamber \ or formed of cut glass to glitter 
like diamonds in the drawing-room j iu 
another, a convex mirror reflects the 
. whole picture of the street^ with ail its 
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moving swarms, or you start from your 
.own face ni«ignified to the proportions of 
a giant's. Here a painted piece of beef 
swings in a roaster to exhibit the machine 
which turns it; here you have a collection 
of worms from the human intestines* cu- 
riously bottled, and every bottle with a 
label stating to whom the worm belonged, 
and testifying that the party was relieved 
from it by virtue of the medicine which 
is sold within. At one door stands a little 
Scotchman taking snufF,-»-m one window 
a little geptleman with his coat puckered 
up in folds, and the folds filled with water 
to show that it is proof against wet. Here 
you have cages full of birds of every kind, 
and on the upper story live peacocks arc 
spreading their fans ; another window dis- 
plays the rarest birds and beasts stufled, 
and in glass cases ; in another you have- 
every sort of artificial fly for the angler, 
and another is full of busts painted to the 
life, with glass eyes, and dressed in full 
fashion to exhibit the wigs which are made 
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Mfithin^ in the very newest and most ap- 
proved ta&te. And thus is there a perpe- 
tual exhibition of whatever is curiaus in 
nature or art, exquisite in workman'^Viipj 
or singular in costume; and the display is 
perpetually varying as the ingenuity of 
Irade^ and the absurdity of fashion are ever 
producing something new. 

Yesterday, I was amused by a spectacle 
which^you will think better adapted to wild 
African n^roes than to so rolined a people 
as the English. Three or four hoys of 
different ages were dancing in the street ; 
ibeir clothes seemed as if they had been 
dragged through the chimney, as indeed 
had been the case, and these sooty habili- 
ments were bedecked with pieces of foil, 
and with ribbons of all gay colours, tlying 
like streamers in every direction as they 
whisked round. Their sooty faces were 
reddened with rose-pink, and in the middle 
, of each cheek was a patch of gold leaf, 
the hair was frizzed out, and ^ white as 
. powder could make it, and they wore an 
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old hat cocked for the occasion, and in 
like manner ornamented with ribbons, and 
foil, and flowers. In this array were tbey 
dancing through the streets, clapping a 
wooden plate, frightening the horses by 
their noise^ and still more by their strange 
appearance, and soliciting money from all 
whom they met. 

The first days of May are the Saturnalia 
of these people, — a wretched class of men, 
who exist in no other country than Eng- 
land, and it is devoutly to be hoped, for 
the sake of humanity, will not long con*' 
tinue to exist there. The soot of the earth- 
coal, which, though formerly used by only 
the lower classes, is now the fuel of rich 
and poor alike, accumulates rapidly in the 
chimneys ; and instead of removing it by 
firing a gun up, or dragging up a bush, 
as is sometimes practised in the country, 
and must have been in former times the 
custom every where, they send men up to. 
sweep it away with a brush. These pas- 
sages are not unfrcquenily so crooked and 
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fto Darrow, that none but little children 
dan crawl up them ; and you may imagine 
that cruel threats and cruel usage must 
both be employed before a child can be 
forced to ascend places so dark, so fright- 
fill, and so dangerous. 

No objects can be more deplorable than 
these poor children. You meet them with 
a brush in the hand, a bag upon the shoul- 
der, and a sort of woollen cap, or rather 
bandage swathed round the head; their 
skin and aH their accoutrements equally 
ingrained with soot, every part being black 
except the white of the eyes and the* teeth, 
which the- soot keeps beautifully clean. 
Thiir way of life produces anotlier n<ore 
remarkable and more melancholy eBlct ; 
th^y are subject to a dangen)us species of 
hydrocele, which is peculiar to them, and 
is therefore called the chimuey-swccp'.T's 
disease. 

7'he festival of these poor people com- 
mences on May-day : it was pcTha|)s thp 
day of dieir palroa saint, in ti:nc.s ol y >rj, 

VOL. I. H 



146 LETTER XIII. 

before the whole hierarchy of saints and 
angels were proscribed in England by the 
levelling spirit of a diabolical hcrresy. They 
go about in parties of four or five, in the 
grotesque manner which I have described. 
A more extraordinary figure is sometimes 
in company, whom they call Jack-in-the" 
Bush I as the name indicates, nothing but 
bush is to be seen, except the feet which 
dance under it. The man stands in a 
frame-work which is supported upon his 
shoulders, and is completely covered with 
the boughs of a thick and short-branched 
shrub : the heat must be intolerable, but 
he gets paid for his day's purgatory, and 
the English will do any thing for money. 
-The savages of Virginia had such a per- 
sonage in one of their religious dances, 
and indeed the custom is quite in savage 
taste. 

May-day is one of the most general 
holy days in England. High poles, as tail 
as the mast of a merchant ship, are erect- 
ed in every village, and hung with gar- 
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lands composed of all field flowers, but 
chiefly of one which is called the cowslip: 
each has its King and Queen of the May 
chosen from among the children of the 
peasantry^ who are tricked out as fantas- 
tically as the London chimney-sweepers ; 
but health and cleanliness give them a 
very different appearance. Their table is 
spread under the May-pole; their play- 
mates beg with a plate^ as our children 
for the little altar which they have drest 
for their saint upon his festival^ and all 
dance round the pole hand in hand. 

Without doubt^ these sports were once 
connected with religion. It is the pecu- 
liar character of the true religion to sanc- 
tify what is innocent^ s^nd make even mer- 
riment meritorious ; audit is as peculiarly 
the character of Calvinism to divest piety 
of all cheerfulness, and cheerfulness of all 
piety, as if they could not co-exist ; and 
to introduce a graceless and joyless system 
of manners suitable to a faiih which makes 
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the heresy of Manes appear reasonable. He 
admitted that the Evil Principle was weaker 
than the Good one, but in the mythology 
of Calvin there is no good one to be 
found. 
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Description of the Inside^ andoftheFur^ 
niture, of an English House. 

One of the peculiarities lu this countiy 
is^ that every body lives upon the ground 
floor^ except the shop-keepers. The stable 
and coach-house either adjoin the house^ 
or more frequently are detached from itj 
and the kitchen is either at the back of the 
house on the ground floor, or under* 
ground^ which is usually the case in large 
towns^ but never, as with us, above stairs. 
They wonder at our custom of living on 
the higher floors, and call it troublesome i 
I, on ujy part, cannot be reconciled to the 
inconvenience of living on a level with the 
street : the din is at your very ear, the 
window cannot be thrown open for the 
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dust which showers in, and it is half 
darkened by blinds that the by-passcrs 
may not look in upon your privacy. 

One room on the first floor is reserved 
for company, the rest are bed-rooms, for 
the beds, instead of standing in recesses, 
tire placed in rooms as large as those in 
which we dwell. Thi« occasions a great 
waste of space, the more remarkable, as 
ground is exceedingly valuable in the 
towns, and is rented by the square foot of 
front at a jyodigious price. Nothing sur- 
prised me more at first, than the excellent 
workmanship of the doors and windows; 
no jarring with the wind, no currents of 
air, and the windows, which are all sus- 
pended by pulleys, rise with a touch. 
This is not entirely and exclusively owing 
to the skill of the Fnglish workmen, but 
in great measure also to the climate. 
When the wood has once been seasoned, 
neither the heat nor Immidity of the at- 
mosphere is ever sufficient to affect it ma- 
terially. In good houses the doors have a 
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Strip of open brass work above the handle, 
that the servants may not soil them with 
their fingers. 

An Englishman delights to show his 
wealth ; every thing in his house, there- 
fore, is expensive : a whole dwelling in 
our country is furnished at less cost than 
is bestowed here upon a single apartment. 
The description of our common sitting- 
room may be considered as a fair speci- 
men. The whole floor is fitted with car- 
peting, not of the costliest kind, but both 
in texture and design far superior to what 
is usually seen in Spain. This remains 
down summer and winter, though in sum- 
mer our matting would be far more suita- 
ble, if the fashion were once introduced. 
Before the fire is a smaller carpet of differ- 
ent fabric, and fleecy appearance, about 
two varas long, and not quite half as 
broad ; a fashion of late years which has 
• become universal, because it is at once or- 
namental, comfortable,, and useful, pre- 
jiervins the larorer one, which would e.U^ 
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soon be worn out in thai particular part. 
Of the fire-places I have already spoken ; 
here the frontal is marble, and above is a 
looking-glass the whole length of the man- 
tle piece, divided into three compartments 
by gilt pillars which support a gilt archi- 
trave. On each side hang bell -ropes of 
coloured worsted, about the thickness of a 
man's wrist, the work of Mrs. J — and 
her sister, which suspenjj knobs of polish- 
ed spar. The fender is remarkable ; it 
consists of a crescent basket work of wire 
painted green, about a foot in height, topt 
with brass, and supporting seven brazen 
pillars of nearly the same height, which 
also are surmounted by a band of brass. 
This also is a late fashion, introduced ia 
consequence of the numberless accidenti 
occasioned by fire. Almost every news- 
paper contains an account that some vvo- 
n»an has been burnt to death, and they 
arc at last beginning to take some means 
of precaution. 

1 he chairs and tables are of a wood 
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brought from Honduras^ which is in great 
request bere^ of a fine close grain, and a 
reddish brown colour^ which becomes 
more beautiful as it grows darker with age. 
The history of this wood, of which all ihe 
finer articles of furniture exclusively are 
made, is rather singular. A West Indian 
captain, about a century ago, brought 
over some'planks as ballast, and gave them 
to his brother, Dr. Gibbons, a physician 
of great eminence, who was then building 
a house. The workmen, however, found 
the wood too hard for their tools, -and it 
was thrown aside. Some time afterwards, 
his wife wanted a box to hold candles, 
the doctor thought of his West Indian 
wood, and in spite of the difficulty which 
was still found in working it had the box 
made. He admired ils colour and polish so 
much, that he had a bureau made of it 
also 'f and this was thought so beautiful, 
that it was shown to all his friends. 
Among others, the Duchess of Bucking- 
ham came to see it, and begged enough of 

H 5 
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the wood to make her a bureau alec. From 
that moment^ the demand was fK> great, 
that it became a regular article of trade, 
and as long as the woods of Honduras last 
it is likely to continue so. There is reason 
to believe that the tree woul<) grow in En* 
gland, as there are some flourishing plants 
in the neighbourhood of London which 
have been raised from seed. Formerly the 
tables were made of the solid plank ; but 
English ingenuity has now contrived to 
give the same appearance at a far less cost 
of materials, by facing common deal with 
a layer of the fine wood not half a barley 
com in thickness. To give you an idea 
of the curiosity with which all these things 
are executed, is impossible 3 nothing can 
be more perfect. 

Our breakfast table is oval, large enodgh 
for eight or nine persons, yet supported 
upon one claw in the centre. This is the 
newest fashion, and fashions change so 
often in these things, as well as in every 
thing else, that it is easy to know bow 
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long it is §ince a house has been fitted up; 
by the shape of the furniture. An up- 
holder just now advertises Commodes f Con* 
sole-tableSf Ottomans, Cliaiselonges and 
Chiffoniers ; — what are all these ? you ask. 
I asked the same question, and could find 
no person in the house who could answer 
me J but they are all articles of the newest 
fashion, and no doubt all will soon be 
thought indispensably necessary in every 
well furnished house. Here is also a nest 
of tables for the ladies, consisting of four^ 
one less than another, and each fitting in- 
to the one above it ; you would take theoi 
for play-things, from their slenderness and 
size, if you did not see how useful they 
find them for their work. A harpsichord 
takes up the middle of one side of the 
room, and in the corners are screens to 
protect the face from the fire, of mahoga- 
ny, with fans of green silk, which spread 
like a flower, and may be raised or lower- 
ed at pleasure. A book-case standing on 
a chest of drawers completes the heavy 
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furniture, it has glazed doors^ atid curtains 
of green silk within. 

But I should give you a very inadequate 
idea of an English room were I to sto|> 
here. Each ^*indow has blinds to prevent 
the by- passers from looking in ; the plan is 
taken from the Venetian blinds, but maile 
more expensive, as the bars are fitted into 
a frame and move in grooves. The shut- 
ters fit back by day, and are rendered or- 
namental by the gilt ring by which they 
are drawn open : at night you perceive 
that you are in a land of housebreakers, by 
the contrivances for barring them, and the 
bells which are fixed on to alarm the fami- 
ly, in case the house should be attacked. 
On each side of the window the curtains 
hang in festoons, they are of rich printed 
cotton, lined with a plain colour and fring- 
ed, the quantity they contain is very great. 
Add to this a sconce of the most graceful 
form, with six prints in gilt frames, and 
you have the whole scene before you. 
Two of these are Noel's views of Cadiz 
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and Lisbon ; the others arc from English 
history, and represent the baltles oF the 
Boyne and of La Hogue, the death of Ge* 
neral Wolfe at Quebec, and William Penn 
treating with the Indians for his province 
of Pennsylvania. 

Let us proceed to the dining-room. — 
Here the table is circular, but divides in 
half to receive a middle part which length- 
ens it, and this is so contrived that it may 
be made to suit any number of persons 
from six to twenty. The side- board is a 
niassier piece of furniture ; formerly a sin* 
gle slab of marble was used for this pur« 
pose, but now this is become one of the 
handsomest and most expensive articles. 
The glasses are arranged on , it ready for 
dinner, and the knives and forks in two 
little chests or cabinets, the spoons are be- 
tween them in a sort of urn ; every thing 
being made costly and ornamental. 

The drawing-room differs chiefly from 

the breakfast parlour in having everything 

.more expensive, a carpet of richer fabric, 
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sconces and mirrors more highly orna- 
mented^ and curtains of damask like the 
sofas and chairs. Two chandeliers vrith 
glass drops stand on the mantle-piece ; but 
in these we excel the English ; they have 
not the brilliancy of those from the royal 
fabric at St. Ildefonso. In this room are 
the portraits of J — and his wife, by one 
of the best living artists, so admirably ex- 
ecuted as to make me blush for the present 
state of the arts in Spain. 

Having proceeded thus far, I will go 
through the house. J — took me inta his 
kitchen one day to show me what is called 
the kitchen-range, which has been con- 
structed upon the philosophical principles 
of Count Rumford, a German * philoso- 
pher, the first person who has applied 
scientific discoveries to the ordinary pur- 
poses of life. The top of the fire is covered 
with an iron plate, so that the flame and 

* Tliis is a mistake of tlic f^utbor's. Count Rum- 
ford is au American. — Tr. 
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smoke^ instead of adcending, pass through 
bars on die one side, and there heat an iron 
fitmt^ i^nst the vhich food may be roast- 
ed afl well as by the fire itself; it passes 
on^ heating stoves and boilers as it goes, 
and the smoke is not suffered to pass up 
the chimney tiH it can no longer be of any 
use. On the other side is an oven heated 
by the same fire, and vessels for boiljng 
may be placed on tlie plate over the fire. 
The smoke finally sets a kind of wheel in 
motion in the chimney, which turns the 
spit. I could not but admire the comfort 
and cleanliness of every thing about the 
kitchen; a dresser as white as when the 
wood was new, the copper and tin vessels 
bright and burfiished, the chain in which 
the spit plays, bright ; the plates and 
dishes ranged in order along the shelves, 
and I could not but wish our dirty Do- 
mingo were here to take a lesson of 
English cleanliness. There is a back 
kitchen in which all the dirty work is done, 
into which water is conveyed by pipes. 
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The order and cleanliness of every thing 
made even this room cheerful^ though 
under-ground^ where the light enters only 
from an area^ and the face of the sky is 
never seen. 

And now for my own apartment, where 
I am now writing. It is on the second 
floor, the more, therefore, to my liking, as 
it is less noisy, and I breathe in a freer at- 
mosphere. My bed, though neither co- 
vered with silk nor satin, has as much or- 
nament as is suitable; silk or satin would 
not give that clean appearance which the 
English always require, and which I have 
already learnt to delight iiii Hence, the 
damask curtains which were used in the 
last generation have given place to linens. 
These are full enough to hang infolds; 
by day they are gathered round the bed 
posts, which are light pillars of mahogany 
supporting a frame work, covered with the 
same furniture as the curtains; and va- 
lances are fastened round this frame, both 
withinsidc the curtains and without, and 
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a^ain round the sides oF the bedstead. 
The blankets are of the natural colour of 
the wool^ quite plain ; the sheets plain 
also. I have never seen them flounced 
nor laced, nor eyer seen a striped or co- 
loured blanket. The counterpane is of all 
English manufactures the least tasteful ; 
it is of white cotton, ornamented with cot- 
ton knots^ in shapes as graceless as the cut 
box in a garden. My window curtains 
are of the same pattern as the bed ; a ma- 
hogany press holds my clothes, an oval 
looking-glass swung lengthways stands 
on the dressing-table. A compact kind of 
chest holds the bason, the soap, the tooth- 
brush, and water-glass, each in a separate 
' compartment ; and a looking-glass, for the 
purpose of shaving at, (for Englishmen 
usually shave themselves,) slips up and 
down behind, the water-jug and water-bot- 
tle stand below, and the whole shuts down 
a-top, and closes in front, like a cabinet. 
The room is carpeted ; here I have my fire, 
my table, and my cassette ; here I study. 
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and here minute down every thing which 
I see or learn — how industriously you wiH 
perceive^ and how faithfully^ you who best 
know mc^ will best know. 

My honoured father will «ay to all thisy 
How many things arc there here which I do 
not want ? — But you, my dear mother,— 
I think I see you looking round the room 
while you say, How will Manuel like to 
leave these luxuries and return to Spain? 
How anxiously I wish to leave them, you 
will not easily conceive, as you have never 
felt that longing love for your own countrj', 
which absence from it renders a passion^ 
and almost a disease. Fortunate as I am 
in having such rare advantages of society 
and friendship, and h^ppy as I am m the 
satisfaction wherewith I reflect every night 
that no opportunity of inquiry or obser- 
vation has been lost during the day, still my 
greatest pleasure is to think how fast the 
days and weeks arc passing on, and that 
every day I am one day nearer the time of 
my return. I never longed half so ear*. 
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neslly to return from Alcala, as I now do 
to enter my native place, to see the shield 
over the door-way, to hear the sound of 
our own water-wheel, of the bells of St. 
Claras, of Domingo's viola at evening, to 
fondle my own dogs, to hear my own lan- 
guage, to kneel at mass in the church where 
I was baptized, and to see once more 
around me the faces of all whom I have 
known from infancy, and of all whom I 
love best. 

J Ay * Dios de mi alma! 

Saqneisine de aqui ! 
\ Ay ! queinglaterra 

Ya uo es para mi. 

• Ah God of ray soul take me from hence ! alas I 
England is not a country for me. — Tu. 
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English Meals. — Clumsy Method of But- 
chery. — Lord Somerville. — Cruel Man* 
ner of killing certain Animals. — Luxuries 
of the Table. — Liquors. 

The English do not eat beef-steaks for 
breakfast, as lying travellers have told us, 
nor can T find that it has ever been the 
custom. The breakfast-table is a cheerHil 
sight in this country : porcelain of their 
own manufactory, which exCels the 
Chinese in elegance of form and oma* 
ment, is ranged on a Japan waiter, also 
of the country fabric ; for here they imi- 
tate every thing. The mistress sits at the 
head of the board, and opposite to her the 
boiling water smokes and sings in an urn 
of Etruscan shape. The coffee is con- 
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tained in a smaller vase of the same shape, 
or in a larger kind of tea-pot, wherein the 
grain is suspended in a bag ; but nothing is 
so detestable as an Englishman's coflee. 
The washing of our after-dinner cups 
would make a mixture as good ; the infu- 
sion is just strong enough to make the 
water brown and bitter. This is not oc- 
casioned by oeconomy, though coffee is 
enormously dear, for these people are ex- 
travagant in the expenses of the table: 
they know no better ; and if you tell them 
how it ought to be made, they reply, that 
it must be very disagreeable, and even 
that if they could drink it so strong, it 
would prevent them from sleeping. There 
is besides an act of parliament to prevent 
the English from drinking good coffee: 
they are not permitted to roast it them* 
selves, and of course all the fresh and 
finer flavour evaporates in the warehouse. 
They make amends however by the excel- 
lence of their tea, which is still very 
cheap, though the ministry, in violatloiv 
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of an explicit bargain, increased the tax 
upon it four fold, during the last war. 
This is made in a vessel of silver, or of a 
fine blaok porcelain : they do not use 
boiled milk with it, but cream in its iresh 
state, which renders it a very delightful 
beverage. They eat their bitter bread in 
various ways, either in thin slices, or 
toasted, or in small hot loaves, always 
with butter, which is the best thing in the 
country. 

The dinner hour is usually five : the 
labouring part of the community dine at 
one, the highest ranks at six, seven, or 
even eight. The quantity of meat which 
they consume is astonishing ! I verily 
believe that what is dre'st for one dinner 
here, would supply the same number of 
persons in Spain for a week, even if no 
fast-days intervened. Every where you 
find both meat and vegetables in the same 
crude and insipid state. The potatoe ap- 
pears at table all the year round : indeed 
the poor subsist so generally upon this 
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root, that it seems surprising how they 
could have lived before it was introduced 
from America. Beer is the common drink. 
They take less wine than we do at dinner, 
and more after it ; but the custom of 
sitting for hours over the bottle, which 
was so prevalent of late years, has been 
gradually laid aside, as much from the 
gradual progress of the taxes as of good 
sense. Tea is served between seven and 
eight, in the same manner as at breakfast, 
except that we do not assemble round the 
table. Supper is rather a ceremony than 
a meal ; but the hour afterwards, over our 
wine and water, or spirits, is the plea- 
fiantest in the day. 

The old refinements of epicurean cruelty 
are no longer heard of, yet the lower 
classes are cruel from mere insensibility, 
and the higher ones, for want of thought, 
make no effort to amend them. The 
butchers and drovers jn particular are a 
savage race. The sheep which I have met 
on their way to the slaughter-house^ have 
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friquently their faces smeared with their ' 
own bloody and accidents from over*; 
driven oxen arc very common. Cattle^re 
slaughtered with the clumsiest barbarity i 
tJie butcher hammers away at the forehead 
of the beast; blow after blow raises a 
swelling which renders the following blows 
incficctual, and the butchery is completed 
by cutting the throat. Great p^ins have 
been taken bv a nobleman v\ ho has travelled 
in Spain, to introduce our humane method 
of piercing the spine : the effect has been 
littlcy and I have heard that the butchers . 
have sometimes wantonly prolonged the* 
sufferings of animals in his sights for the 
pleasure of tormenting a humanity which 
they think ridiculous. Oysters are eaten 
alive here. You see women in the streets 
skinning eels while the creature writhes on 
the folk. Thevare thouirht delicacies here* 
and yet the Enijlisli laugh at the French 
for calin<r froiis ! Lobsters and crabs are 
boiled alive, and son)ctinics roasted I and 
carp, al'ler having been scaled and gutted^ 
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Will sometimes leap out of the stew-pan. If 
humanity is in better natures an instinct^ 
no instinct is so easily deadened^ and in the 
mass of mankind it seems not to exist. 

Roast beef has been heard of wherever 
the English are known. I have more than 
once been asked at table my opinion of 
the roast beef of Old England^ with a sort 
of smile^ and in a tone as if the national 
honour were concerned in my reply. The 
loin of beef is always called Sir^ which is 
thesame as Sefior*. Neither drunkenness 
nor gluttony can fairly be imputed as na- 
tional vices to this people^ and yet perhaps 
there is no other country where so much 
nice and curipus attention is paid to eat- 
ing and drinking, nor where the pleasures 
of the table are thought of such serious 
importance^ and gratified at so great an 
expense. All parts of the world are ran- 
sacked for an Engltshman^s table. Turtle 

* D. Manuel has mistaken the word, which is 

Surloin, quasi Super-Loin, tha upper part of 

it.— Tr. 

voir, J, I 
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are brought alive from the West IndieSj 
and their arrival is of so much conse- 
quence^ that notices are immediately sent 
to the newspapers^ particularly stating 
that they are in fine order, and lively. 
Wherever you dine since peace has been 
concluded you see a Perigord pye. ^ Ind^a 
supplies sauces and curry-powder ; they 
have hams^ from Portugal and Westphalia ; 
rein-deers' tongues from Lapland 5 caviar 
from Russia ; sausages from Bologna; mac- 
caroni from Naples : oil from Florence j 
olives from France, Italy, or Spain, at 
choice 3 cheese from Parma. and Switzer- 
land. Fish come packed up in ice from 
Scotland for the London market, and the 
epicures here will not eat any mutton but 
what is killed in Wales. There is in this 
very morning's newspaper a notice frojax 
a shopkeeper in . the Straixd, offering to 
contract with any person who will send 
him game regularly from France, Norway, 
or Russia. 
The choice of inferior liquors is gr^a^.; 
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but df are bad-substitutes for the pure juice 
of the grape. You have tasted their beer 
in: its best state, and cider you have drank 
lA Biscay. They have a beverage made 
iiomthebuds of the fir-tree and treacle: 
necessity taught the American settlers to 
brew this detestable mixture, which is in- 
troduced here as a luxury. Factitious 
waters are now also become fashionable ; 
soda-water particularly, the fixed air of 
which hisses as it goes down your throat 
as cutting as a razor, and draws tears as 
it comes up through the nose as pungent 
as a pinch of snuff. The common water 
is abominable ; it is either from a vapid 
canal in which all the rabble of the out- 
s^rts wash tliemselves in summer, or 
from the Thames, which receives all the 
filth of the city. It is truly disgraceful 
that such a city should be without an 
aqueduct. At great tables the wine stands 
in ice, and you keep your glass inverted in 
water. In nothing arc they so curious as 
in their wines, though rather in the quality 

I 3 
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than the variety. They even send it abroad 
to be ripened by the motion of the ship, 
and by warmer climates ; you see superior^ 
London^ picked^ particular^ East India 
Madeira advertised, every epithet of which 
mudt be paid for. 
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Infarmers.'-^Sy stem upon which they act,"^ 
Anecdotes of their Rascality. — Evil of 
encouraging them. — English Character 
a Compound of Contradictions. 

Xhet talk here of our Holy Office as a 
disgrace to the Spanish nation^ when their 
own government is ten times more inqui* . 
sitorialj for* the paUry purposes of reve* 
nue. Shortly after his last return from 
Spain^ J — stept into a hosier's to buy a 
pair of gloves ; the day was warm^ and he 
laid bis hat upon the counter : a well-drest 
man came in after him for the same osten« 
sible purpose, cither learnt his name by 
inquiry^ or followed him till he had dis- 
covered it^ and the next day my friend was 
summoned before a magistrate to answer 
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a charge for wearing bis hat without a 
dtaoip. It was in vain he pleaded that tbe 
hat had been purchased abroad ; he had 
been in England more than'six weeks^and 
had not bought a .«tamp to put into it^ 
and therefore was fined in the full penalty. 
This epecies of espionage "has witbiH 
these few years become a regular trade ; 
the iaws are in some instances so perplex^^ 
ed, and in others «o vexatious^ that matter 
for prosecution is never wanting, and many 
of these ■ familiars of the Tax Office are 
amassing fortunes by this infamous busi* 
ness. The most lucrative method of prac- 
tice is as follows : A fellow surchai^es half 
the people in the district ; that is, he in- 
forms the tax*commissioners, that such 
persons have given in a false account of 
their windows, dogs, horses, carriages, &c. 
an offence for which the tax is trebled, and 
half the surplus given to the informer. 
A day of appeal, however, is allowed fot 
those who think they can justify them- 
selves ; but so many have been ag^rieved;!^ 
1 
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that wBen tJiey appear together .before the 
commissioners^ there is not time to hear 
one in ten. Some of these persons live 
two^ four^ or six leagues from the placed of 
appeal : they go there a second^ and per- 
haps a third time in the hope of redress | 
the informer takes care, by new surcharge's, 
to keep up the crowd, and the injured per- 
sons find it at last less burthensome to pay 
the unjust fine, than to be repeatedly at 
the trouble and expense of seeking justice 
in vain. 

There is nothing, however dishonoura- 
ble or villa'nous, to which Uicse wretches 
will not stoop. One of then), on his first 
settling in the province which he had 
chosen for the scene of his campaigns, 
was invited to dinner by a neighbouring 
gentleman, before his character was known ; 
the next day he surcharged his host for 
another servant, because one of the men 
employed about his grounds had assisted 
in waiting at dinner. Another happening to 
lame his horse, borrowed one of a farmer 
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lo ride home : the fafn^er toId;>hini H. was 
but an uneasy-going beast^ as be was k^pt 
wholly for the cart^ but rather than ,tbat 
the gentleman should be distressed *.^e 
would put the saddle on him ; — be was 
surcharged the next day for keeping a 
saddle-horse^ as his reward. Can there be 
a mpre convincing proof of the excellent 
police of England^ and^ what is still better, 
of the admirable effect of well executed 
laws upon the people^ than that such pests 
of society as these walk abroad among the 
very people whom they oppress and insult, 
with perfect safety both by day and by 
night ! , 

Government do not seem ta be aware, 
that when they^offer premiums for treache* 
Vjy they are corrupting the morals of the 
people, and thereby weakening their own 
security. There is reason sufficient fo^ 
pardoning a criminal, who confesses bis 
own guilt, and impeaches his accomplice ; 
the course of law could not go on without 
U, and such men are alr^dy in&aiou3^ 
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feiit M fuch plea can he aHeged iti this 
itBa€ r it is a miserable tecuse for encou- 
raging informers^ to say^ that the taxes 
are so elumsily laid od^ that they can easily 
be eluded. A br worse instance of this 
pernicious practice occurs in the system of 
pressing men for the navy^ which the 
English confess to be the opprobrium of 
their country^ while they r^ret it as in- 
evitable. In the proclamation issued upon 
these occasions^ a reward is regularly of- 
fered to all persons who will give informa- 
tion where a sailor has hidden himself. 

The whole system of England^ from 
highest to lowest^ is^ and has been^ one 
series of antagonisms; struggle — struggle — 
in every thing. Check and countercheck 
is the principle of their constitution^ which 
is the result of centuries of contention be- 
tween the Crown and the People. The 
struggle between the Clergy and the Law- 
yiers unfettered their lands from feudal te- 
nures. Their church is a half-and-half 
tnixture of Catholicism and Puritanism. 
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These contests being over^ it is now a trial 
between the Government and the Subject^ 
how the one can lay on taxes^ and how the 
other can elude them. 

This spirit of contradiction is the cha*« 
racter of the nation. They love to be ai 
war^ but do not love to pay for their 
amusement; and now^ that they are at 
pcace^ they begin to compkin tl>aC the 
newspapers are not worth reading, and 
rail at the French as if they really wished to 
begin again. There is not a people upoi^ 
the earth who have a truer love for therr. 
Royal family than the English, yet. they 
caricature them in the most open and int' 
soIcDt manner. They boast of theireedom 
of the press, yet as surely avid systematic 
cally punish the author who publisbQ^.apy 
thing obnoxious, and the bookseller who 
sells it, as we in our country should pre- 
vent the publication. They cry out against 
intolerance, and burn down the houses of 
those whom they regard as heretics. They 
love liberty ; go to war with their neigh- 



CONTRADICTIONS IN THS ENGLISH*. 1 79 

bours^ because they chose to become re- 
piiblicans^ and insist upon the right of 
enslaving the negroes. They hate the 
French and ape all their fashions^ ridicule 
their neblc^isms and then naturalize them^ 
laugh at their inventions and then adopt 
them^ cry out against their political mea- 
sures and then imitate them ; the levy in 
mass^ the telegraphy and the income-tax 
are all from France. And the common 
people^ not to be behind-hand with their 
betters in absurdity^ boast as heartily of the 
roast beef of Old England, as if they were 
not obliged to be content themselves with 
bread and potatoes. Well may punch tie 

r 

the favourite liquor of the English,^— Tt 
is a truly emblematic compound of con- 
trarieties. 
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The Word Home said to be peculiar tothw 
English. — Propriety of the Assertion 

' questioned.'-^Cwnfort. — Owrious CofP" 
venienceSn — Poekei'fender.'''^Hunting- 
razorsm ' 

i HERE are two words in their langUa^ 
oa which these people pride tfaeinselv<^ 
and which they say cannot b^ translated; 
Home is the one^ by which an Ebglishniati 
means his house. As the meaning is pre^ 
ciaely the same whether it be expressed b^ 
one word or by two^ and the feelifag assb'* 
ciated therewith is the same also^ tb'e'adT^ 
vantage seems wholly imaginary ; M'iH^ 
surtdly this meaning 'can be cpnvey^.ia 
any language without any possible anibi^^ 
guity. In general^ when a remafk;of Ihift 
kind is mad« to me^ il I do not perceiyc 



Its truth, I rather attribute it to my own 
imperfect conception than to any fallacy 
in the assertion ; but when this was said 
'to me, I recollected the exquisite lines of 
Catullusj and asked if they were improved 
in the English translation : 

O quid solutis est beatius curis, 
Cam mens onus reponit, ac peregrino 
Lahore fessi, venimus larem ad nostrum 
Desideratoque acquiescimus lecto ? 

. We may with truth say that our word 5(^- 
Idr* is untranslatable^ for the English have 
not merely no equivalent term, but no feeW 
$ng correspondent to it. That reverence for 
the seat of our ancestors^ which with us is 
almost a religion, is whol^y unknown here. 
Btit how can it be otherwise in a hind 
"where there is no pride of bloody and where 
yneu who would be pu2zled to trace the 

/ * Sqidr j» the floor of a housf . Hidulgo d^ solar 
t^nQcidOfU, the phrase used for a mob of 6\d far 
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place of their grandfather's birtb^ are nc^ 
Tinfrequently elevated to a level with the 
grandees i 

The other word is comfort ; it means all 
the enjoyments and privileges of home^ dr 
which^ when abroad^ make us feel no want 
of home ; and here I must confess that 
these proud islanders have reason for their 
pride. In their social intercourse and 
their modes of life they have enjoyments 
which we never dream of. Saints and 
philosophers teach us that ihey who have 
the fewest wants are the wisest and the 
happiest ; but neither philosophers nor 
saints are in fashion in England. It is re- 
corded of some old Eastern tyrant^ that he 
offered a reward for the discovery of a new 
pleasure ; — in like manner this nation of^ 
fers a perpetual reward to those who will 
discover new wants for them, in the readi- 
ness wherewith they purchase any thihg, 
if the seller will but assure them that'it ft 
exceedingly convenient. For instance, in; 



L '• 



WHiMaiCAIi IMTSMTIONS. 103 

llie commoil act of drawing acoilc^ a com^ 
nion screw was thought perfectly sufficient 
for the purpose frotn the time when bottles 
were invented till within the last twenty 
years. It was then found somewhat in<'- 
convenient to exert the arm, that the wine 
was spoilt by shaking, and that the neck of 
the bottle might come off: to prevent these 
evils and this danger, some ingenious fellow 
adapted the mechanical screw, and the cork 
WA8« extracted by the simple operation of 
turmng a lever. Well, this lasted for a 
generation, till another artificer discovered^ 
with equal ingenuity, that it was exceed* 
ingly unpleasant to dirt the fingers by 
taking off the cork ; a compound concave 
screw was therefore invented, first to draw 
the cork and then to discharge it, and the 
profits of this useful invention are secured 
to the inventor by a patent. — ^The royal arm A 
are affixed to this Patent Compound Con-* 
cave Corkscrew ; and the inventor, in de^ 
fiance to- all future corkscrew -makers^ hatf 
stamped upon it Ne plus ultra^ signify** 



184 LETTBK XTil. 



ing that the art of making corkscrews ctt 
be carried no further.— The tallow caih 
dies which they bum here frequently re* 
quire snuffing; but the common implement 
for this purpose had served time out of 
mind till within the present reign^ the 
great epoch of the rise of manufactureSj 
and the decline of every thing else ; a ma- 
chine was then invented to prevent the 
snufT from falling out upon the table ; 
another inventor supplanted this by using 
a revolving tube or cylinder, which could 
never be so filled as to strain the spring { 
and now a still more ingenious mechanic 
proposes to make snuffers which shall) 
by their own act, snuff the candle when* 
•ver it is required, and so save all trouble 
whatever. — One sort of knifc is used for 
fish, another for butter, a third for cheese. 
Penknives and scissars are not sufficient 
here ; they have an instrument to make 
pens, and an instrument to clip thenails^ 
They have a machine for slicing cucuoh 
i>cr8J one' instrument* (o piftl<>n'«tlLe'Bh#e> 
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jutothftr to pull on the boot^ another to 
button the knees of the breeches. Pocket- 
toasting-forks have been invented^ as if it 
were possible to want a toasting-fork in the 
pocket ; and even this has been exceeded 
by the fertile genius of a celebrated pro- 
jector, who ordered a pocket-fender for 
his own use, which was to cost QOOL 
The article was made, but as it did not 
please, payment was refused ; an action 
was in consequence brought, and the 
workman said upon the trial that he was 
very sorry to disoblige so good a customer, 
'and would willingly have taken the thing 
back, if there could be any chance of selling 
itj but that really nobody except the gentle- 
i;nan in question ever would want a pocket* 

___ ■■ '*' ^ ' 'tis ' ' 

lender. This same gentleman fias contrived 
tp have the whole set of fire-iyons made 
hollow instead of solid ; to be sure, the, cost 
is more than twenty-fold, but what istKat 
to the convenience of holding a few ounces 
in. the |;)and, when you ^tirthe fire, iiistea4 
of^af^w.pQunds^ This curious projector ia 
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said to have taken out above seventy pa- 
tents for inventions equally ingenious, and 
"Equally useful ; but a more extraordinary 
invention than any of his threescore and 
ten, is that of the hunting-razor, with 
which you may shave yourself while riding 
full gallop. 

There is no end of these oddities; but 
the number of real conveniences which 
have been created by this indiscriminate 
demand for novelty is truly astonishing. 
These are the refinements of late years, the 
devices of a people made wanton by pro- 
sperity. It is not for such supefiTuitJes 
that the English are to be envied ; it is ibr 
their domestic habits, and for that unre- 
strained intercourse of the sexes, which, 
instead of producing the consequences we 
should expect, gives birth not only to their 
greatest enjoyments, but also to their best 
virtues. 
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Drury-^Lane Theaire.^The fVinier's Tah. 

liBXKR 18 nothing in a foreign land which 
a traveller is so little able to enjoy as the 
national theatre : though be may read the 
language with ease^ and converse in it with 
little dificultv, still he cannot follow the 
progress of a story upon the stag^, nor 
catch the jests, which set all around him 
in a roar^ unless be has lived so long in 
•the country that his ear has become per- 
fectly naturalized. Fully aware of this, I 
desired J — to take me there on some even- 
ing when the drama would be most intel- 
ligible to the sense of sight \ and we went 
accordingly yesternight to see The Winter's 
Tale^ a play of the famous Shakespeare'sy 
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which lias been lately revived for the pur« 
pose of displaying to advantage their two 
roost celebrated performers^ Kembki and 
his sister Mrs. Siddons. 

In the reigns of Elizabeth and James, 
the golden age of the English drama^ Lon- 
don was not a tenth part of its present 
size^ and it then contained seventeen the« 
atres. At present there are but two. 
More would succeed^ and indeed move are 
wanted, but these have obtained exclusive 
privileges. Old people say the acting wa» 
better in their younger days, because there 
were more schools for actors ; and the the- 
atres being smaller, the natural voice could 
be heard, and the natural expression of the 
"features seen, and therefore rant and disr 
tortion were unnecessary. They, how- 
ever, who remember no other generation 
of actors than the present, will not be per- 
suaded that there has ever been one more 
perfect. Be this as it may, all are agreed 
that the drama itself has wofully dege- 
nerated, though it is the only species of 

-,.. > •■- 
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literary labour which is well paid. They 
are agreed also as to the cause of this de- 
generacy, ^ttributiug it to the prodigious 
size of the theatres. The finer tones of 
passion cannot be discriminated, nor the 
finer movements of the countenance per- 
ceived from the front, hardly from the 
xniddle of the house. Authors therefore 
substitute what is here called broad farce 
for genuine comedy ^ their jests are made 
intelligible by grimace, or by that sort of 
mechanical wit which can be seen 3 co- 
medy is made up of trick, and tragedy 
of processions, pageants, battles and ex- 
plosions. 

The two theatres are near each other^ 
and tolerably well situated for the mor» 
fashionable and more opulent parts of the 
town ; but buildings of such magnitude 
might have been made ornamental to the 
metropolis, and both require a more open 
space before them. Soldiers were sta- 
tioned at the doors ; and as we ^rew 
near we were importuned by women with 
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oranges^ and by U^ys to purchase a bill of 
the play. We weqt into the pit that I 
might have a better view of tbcr house^ 
which was that called Drury«>Iane^ from 
the place where it. stands^ the larger and 
niore beautiful of the twx>. The price here 
is three shillings and sixpence^ about six- 
teen reales. The benches are not divided 
into single seats^ and men and women 
here and in all pajrts of the house sit pio^ 
miscuously. 

I had heard, much of this theatre^ and 
was prepared for wpnder j still the size, 
the height, the. beauty, the splendour^ 
astonished me. Imagine a pit capable^of 
holding a thousax^d. persons, four tiers of 
boxes supported by pillars :scarcely thicker 
than a n>an's ami> and two galleries in 
front, the higher one at such a distance, 
that.tbey who are. in it must be content to 
sep th^ show, without hoping to hear the- 
dialogue $ the colours blue and silver> and ; 
the whole illuminated with chandeliers of 
cut glaas, not partially Jior parsimoniously ; 
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«very part as distinctly, seen as if in the 
noon sunshine. After the first feeling of, 
surprise and delight, I began to wish that 
a massiqr style of architecture had been 
adopted. The pillars^ which are iron, are 
so slender as to give an idea of insecurity; 
their lightness is much admired, but it is 
disproportionate and out of place. There 
is. a row of private boxes on each side of 
tbepit^ on alqvel with it; convenient they 
must doubtless be to those who occupy 
them, and profitable to the proprietors of 
the house ; but they deform the theatre. 

The people in the galleries were very 
noisy before the representation began, 
whistling and calling, to the miisicians ; 
and they amused themselves by throwing 
orange-peel into the pit and upon the 
stage : after the curtain drew up they were 
si}|6ciently silent. The pit was soon filled ; 
the lower side-boxes did not begin to fill 
till towards the middle of the first act, be- 
cause, that part of the audience is too fa- 
sbionablc.lo come in time; the back part 
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6? the front boxes not till the half play ; 
they were then filled with a swarm of pro* 
stitutes^ and of men who capie to meet 
them. In the course of the evening there 
were two or three quarrels there which 
disturbed the performance^ and perhaps 
ended in duels the next morning. The 
English say, and I believe they say truly^ 
that they are the most moral people in 
Europe; but were they to be judged by 
their theatres, — I speak not of the repre- 
seutationj but of the manners which are 
exhibited by this part of the audience, — it 
would be thought that no people had so 
little s^nse of common decorum^ or p^d 
so little respect to public decency. 

No prompter was to be seen ; the actors 
were perfect, and stood in no need of his 
awkward presence. The story of the dra- 
ma was, with a little assistance, easily in* 
telligible to me; not^ indeed, by the dia* 
logue ; for of that I found myself quite 
unable to understand any two sentences 
together^ scarcely a single one : and when 
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I looked- afterwards at the printed play, I 
perceived that the difficulty lay in the pe» 
culianty of Shakespeare's language, which 
18 so antiquated, and still more so per* 
plexed, that few even of the English them^ 
selves can.thoroughly understand their fa- 
vourite author. The talc, however, is this. 
Polixenes, king of Boheniia, is visiting his- 
friend Leontes, king of Sicily ; he is about 
to take his departure ; Leontes presses him 
to stay awhile longer, but iu vain-r-urgcs 
the request with warmth, and is still re* 
fused; then sets his queen to persuade 
him ; and, perceiving that she succeeds, is 
seized with sudden jealousy, which, in the 
progress of the scene, becomes so violent, 
that he orders one of his courtiers to mur* 
der Polixenes. This courtier acquaints 
Pplixe&es with his danger, and flies with 
him. Leontes throws the queen into pri- 
son, where she is delivered of a daughter { 
he orders, the child to be burnt; his at- 
tendants remonstrate against this barbarous 
l^ntence, and he then sends one of them 
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to carry it put of hi? dominions,, and. p[- 
pose it in some wild place. He has sent 
messengers to Delphps to consult tlije.pra* 
cle; but^ instead of waiting for. their re- 
turn to confirpn his suspicions or disprove 
them, he brings, the queen, to tnah Du- 
ring the trial the measengerf^.arrivej the an- 
swer of the god is opened, wd fqund^tQ be 
that the queen is innocent, ^be cbiici jegi- 
timate, and that Leontes. will be .without 
an heir unless this which is lost .^h^Jl. be 
found, i^yen this faib to qouvince ^im, ; 
but immediately tidings cpme iutthatt.^e 
prince, his only son, has died of anxii^y 
for his mott^er ; . the queen at ihi^ ^^^^» 
and is carried off; and lier womAO. 9;9fBP^ 
in presently to say th^ she i^ 4<^^ !^9sl^ 

The courtier ipeantime X^nf|f\f^H{V/^^^ 
child upon the coast of ^^hej^pu^m^yil^e 
leaves it ; ^ bear pursues Jifim. ^if^f^.^e 
stage, to the great deijght; oC .tbejfg|jic|^, 
an^;eats hiiji.out of tlyjir sigt^V^j^^j^is 
doubtless to. th^r ^gfjat jdisj^jj^^tjt^^ipt. 
The ^^hip.> lost .,^th. aij.oiv.,bo)^4fl a 
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s'wtW; aritf -itHUi'tfl^ clde 'is ' lift' fcir '^i^cd- 

- v^lidg'^he^rin^e!^.''' siiteerfyfears ire noW 

■stipposed'te'yapsfelieivl^wrt tli6 tHir^'iftid 

mti^'idii : Htie-'lSs^chlW/ PefdTfaj lias 

'i^S#tt u|> a^eadtifel sftepfierde'ss,''^n^'t'he 

kon offjlixec^s li'is 'pVo'inSkecl m'arriage lo 

Htr?'^^H^'''j[^(JlieSaV\o^e9f)ouie" fier lf{''a 

■^^ick^ ^Oclfeisi excites miicll* int'r'nrtient. 

■ Ui54fed^f^ekri>^*^Jsfifer aVT preYen^ 

< SfiUWiM' fh^Wm ^«i^tii^act:"^a. 
^^ifej' Iffiigiflf Wfellil-'n ik iffrown WOb- 
n^,"^ei-8uM m pVincJ^^to fly SvUh"(Jis 
-^IfeWAo^Sidffy'VPhe'tlien^gd^s- with" the 
''\m iff1ffiP^il'6^f 'VR^ift/^ f fiy -btci' sltei>- 

'4?Wif'aii!&,"^oent{'\?b%inf *Wrh tier ; h 
•>^rtJte«'''<fft''M^? '^'ich he'ha'd fouiid 
^4a!im^fe't B tfelis'discdvered'to be the 
^'mV^^^ehf'i^kik, 'ihrf the oracle is 
^'^^UkypK^": 'Blit Ihe^eatest Wooder is 
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queen's woman^ promises to show him a 
statue of her, painted to the life, the work 
of Ju4io RomanOy that painter having flou- 
rished in the davs when Bohemia was a 
maritime country, and when the kings 
thereof were used to consult the oracle of 
Apollo, being idolaters. This statue prpves 
to be the queen herself, who begins to 
move to slow music, and coipes down t6 
her husband. And then to conclude the 
play, as it was the husband of this woman 
who has been eaten by the bear, old Ca- 
millo is given her that she may be no 
loser. 

Far be it from me to j udge of Shakespeare 
by these absurdities, which are all that J 
can understand of the play. While, how- 
ever, the English tolerate such, and ai^ 
pleased not merely in spite of theqa, but 
with them, it would become their travel* 
lers not to speak with quite so much con- 
tempt of the Spanish theatre. That Shak^ 
£peare was a great dramatist, notwithsiaiulr 
ing his Winter's Tale^ J believe; jutt as I 
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know Cervantes to have been a great man, 
though he wrote El Dichoso Riifiaft. 

But you cannot imagine any thing more 
impressive than the finer parts of this re- 
presentation; the workings of the king's- 
jealousy, the dignified grief and resentment 
of the queen, tempered with compassion 
for her husband's phrensy j and the last 
scene in particular, which surpassed what- 
ever I could have conceived of theatrical 
effect. The actress who personated the 
queen is acknowledged to be perfect m ber 
aFt ; she stood leaning upon a pedestal 
with one arm, the other hanging down— 
the best Grecian scutptor could not have 
arlji^ted her drapery with more grace, ikmt 
have improved the attitude ; and when she 
began to move, though this was what the 
spectators were impatiently expecting, it 
gave every person such a start of delight^ 
a3 the dramatist himself would have wished,. 
tUough the whole merit must be ascribed 
<to the actress. 

The regular eiuertaiiimcnts oa the Ea— 



glifih stage coAs^^oS'j^ifldtf.iQft^ua'emAvt 
acts^ dndan' aftefpkce ntfjtfinq^'inXighideii 
are addeid anly< onebencfitito^^ik^ /iIThei^v 
terpiece thisi'eveningvwa&^GaiJiiaoi 3am> 
gld story of the reprobate Mra<Kali€fl^.taild ihth 
statue^ here rep«esented wboll]niitipa!iiui¥» 
mime. Nothio;^ oodjxl be^mQreoisrapjdh 
than all the formeff^arttof this dFoaia^Jirait 
thing. more drcailjBal> aadt iosdeed^ unfit jfor 
scenicfe^reseotation^thatiitbdoataftJLCEiphfi: 
hfut: either, tbe furies bS M^Ajlu^tVtGTc 
mcite ^rribleJhaiif'£uro{ieaa)jilevil^, or/6ur 
Christian ladies are less easily fij^leiied 
than the women of Greece, for this is a 
favourilp spectacle everywhere. I Icnow 
not whether the invention be originally 
ours or the Italians; be it whose it may, 
the story of the Statue is in a high style of 
fancy, truly fine and terrific. The sound 
of his marble footsteps upon the stage 
struck a dead silence through the house* 
Tt is to this machinery that the popularity 
of the piece is owing ; and in spite of the 
dullness which precedes this incident, and 
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thehorcop.iirhich fbliows %I do xiatwcMX'-^ 
deit tbst it is popular. Still it wouidibe de- 
cdrous in English writers to speak •with a 
little lesB.disre^pect of the 'Spanish stage^ 
atidr ofictto' taste ^o£ a Spanish audience^ 
wbite>*(lieiQ ioxtfn countrynnuexi continue to 
l«pr»nt^aod' tocdeUght- inone of the most 
monstmuBioSalt imridramas. . 

' 'Th^irepoetoitation begdn at seven ; and 

. thteiiliie^lsifi. Loiidon are so late^ that even 

fhis'^ i^'jtoonpl&ined of as inconveniently 

eavlyu) .Wexlidvoot i%ach home tiU afteir 

mtdwighta vm-^j . 

io oi/lfi fijiJ'- Jt. ijy ,'■ -ffjiv/^ ^r' . . •■ ' ' ♦ 

« 

'9;4£t<' .->::; ' « .; . . :-s--; .i •. ^ -.( -, .- • 
o'i^riv^ij .»;■; .•..:• ;. i ;•.....■'■ • / ,« . • . . - - 
ytnjsii.' ■)'/•■; ? •; i . -i /* .•■:; • . ■ / .•';• ,; -. 

fc To .-j 1^:^. '>0.' f:i.:J 
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JEnglish Church Service. — Batms of Mttr- 
riage. — Inctmvenience of having the Ser^ 
mon a regular Part, — Sermons an Ar* 
tick of Trade. — Popular Preachers,^-' 
Private Chapels. 

1 HE ceremonies of the Englnh church 
service are soon described. Imagine a 
church with one altar covered with crim- 
son velvet, the Creed and the Decalogue 
over it in golden letters, over these the He- 
brew name of God, or the I. H. S. at the 
pleasure of the painter, and half a dozen 
winged heads about it, clumsily painted, 
or more clumsily carved : the nakedness of 
the other walls concealed by a gallery; an 
organ over the door, and below it, iipme- 
diately fronting the priest, a clock. Here 



also in some conspicuous place is a tablet 
to record in what vear the church was re* 
paired of beautified, and to perpetuate the 
names of the churchwardens at that time 
in letters of gold. Another tablet enume* 
rates^ but in faded lettering, and less con* 
spicuous situation, all the benefactors ta 
the parish ; that is^ all who have left a1m& 
to the poor, or fees to the minister for an 
anniversary sermon. The gallery a^id the 
area of the church are divided into pews, 
as they are called, by handsome mahogany 
partitions, within which the rich sit on 
cushioned seats, and kneel on hassocks, 
while the poor stand in the aisle, and kneel 
upon the stones. These pews are usually 
freeholds attached to housies in the parish^ 
In towns a rent is exacted for them; and 
in private chapels, of which I shall speak 
hereafter, the whole income is derived from 
them, as in a theatre. The reading-desk 
of the priest is under the pulpit, and under 
it that of the clerk ; there are no other 
assistants except the sexton and his wife,. 
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ttttt<oQimo(liaiiig/^a3 stffaitger'j\«itil/ia s^at 

ltd! oither wise ^di»lbguialiediiftKHK» jthfebtty 
4^an> a^i Im^ ha&4 s:>sUic2iigdrjiiok)S9lhiUft)iiMift^ 
a(ad^:iwt$tsetHau>tttheD^0opk^ lh«liis(^iwNtc 

¥f1^qvlletltl)^ spcakiiitlyron^itlbnios;^oflni^ 

^d«i^ he* iSr'toitM ccdigiigariiDDGVtb^lhe 
J^^r bi^^h^bandji&rfo^a^^fUtetrasq isiit 
^ '" ^eif^ pditU ojt Jthei) se9vice%i^ :»npf attid bjr 
tl)^ ^)^rk'i£iiif4^.§iipeopk\'jftQdth^cj>Bfiife^ 

l¥ym^^ ibey-'jvi'oiiatil ^aitaointely^ taBifi4iy 
^er^e j'tilye )Mpiei»^^velNii 4W^Boi^tlireiile»- 
s<)hW'aVld'J1n2(n]^^^ tii^r^pfxjrevsbahiiaei^die 

^eohgregat^oill i]Mat(« fim p^ltiti^ bitilfaieff»|d 
of eVcry^ claife^ - ' Thdte ii' tidlfaingiqn Abe 
liturgy' to wbfeh oftii GaUit^i^mot aiii- 

'o^s^aHly ^6fa^GfV <e^<)^f^ ^tie>J abscdulittii; 
any with Ve8^J^et'^to;ttha«fi>q(KB vob^d^i&n 
wbiiia beP¥o'^b€( 8en9^ftiW*kh:ut-i«4afcjMp, 
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nidt.t54hatnM3ricti'it wa«vm^nded^o om^ 

^eyi iJViter theifixst lessoiirthe. orgaoUt 

peliisve^ the pries t'l>y playing a ttuie^. gpod^ 

er iiadiacoocding^ta hts rown fascy i This} is 

aa^ifitdvkicfeiQif maik«nmterpalatiQn>,^.w 

'imiuii' h$,te 43l^o6kediithei Prates tanl^j in 

lho8e^i^& wkbii tbeir pciests /Were; more 

iV^1Hous^and<{on^rv winded*.: Atvtbe end* 

vf wlmt^wproperiy oaUed the morning «(;r*- 

vke/>aiHoughi.imi>the> Sunday it is bqt tbf^ 

first parttof /threcv>ajpQrtion\of Ibe Psalms^ 

jai/)ile>v^P8e/,is'jgiv«Q<out;by the^ 9ki^>,^nd 

^nig(|>ynthD;tRholr^eQngD9gation ; ibe or^ 

lpem>iiieemftjEto^ibfti^' been^. iiuro^uc^ i|> all 

^okat cMfdififi^ita .hidejtbe^hi(<leo4M» dja^ 

■^e^d^ofiqaou'majijr u)Bitii|ied)ajqbd>^WmMsical 

xfoipesyj^d^OFCMqpowxir ilvby.a tou4^ sti/aio. 

bkc sikctiT}Afp3Ltt ibllojntf ^ ; wJri^h > is usually ' 

t{ier£aftniadii»sid^ this aUai^ .V<u^.>tlva is at 

Jibe option (fo£i the oiEqi|Lting;priest j in tbis- 

«te »ODgreg^Uion:^and 'U^lr leader bave 

:lillI^i»oire to^ilo trh[an>t4) cjy.JVn^en^.e^c^pt 

• tiiiati4[bey uepeat, the ).Niqene. Creed; this 

.. {laife afeo; is ^^erminalied •|t))^,psa]in-&inging^. 
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during which the priest exchanges his 
white vestipent for a black one^ and as* 
cends the pulpit. He begins with a short 
prayer^ of which the form is left to him* 
self; then proceeds to the sermon. In 
old times the sermon was a serious thing, 
both for ihc preacher and the hearers ; the 
more, the better, was the maxim in the 
days of fanaticism^ and when the sands of 
one hour were run out the people beard 
with pleasure the invitation of the preacher 
to take another glass with him. fiut times 
are changed ; the hour-glass has disappear* 
ed^ the patience of a congregation is now 
understood to last twenty ininuteB, and in 
this instance short measure is preferred. 
Immediatefyjkfter the valediction the organ 
•strikes up aloud peal, with much propriety, 
as it drowns the greetings and salutations 
which pass from one person to another. 
The Litatiy and the whole of the second 
part are omitted in the evening selrvice. 

Thus you perceive, that having aposta- 
tized and given up the essentials of rell* 
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gion, the schismatics have deprived divine 
service of its specific meaning and motive^ 
It 13 no longer a sacrifice for the people. 
The congregation assemble to say prayers 
which might as well be said in their ora- 
tories^ and to hear sermons which might 
more conveniently be read at home. No- 
thing is done which might not be dome 
with the same propriety in a chamber as 
in a churchy and by a layman as by a 
priest. 

A curious legal form is observed in the 
midst of the service; th6 priest reads a hst 
of all the persons in the parish who are 
about to be married. This is done three 
successive Sundays^ that if any person 
should be acquainted with any existing 
impediment to the marriage, b^ mayde* 
dare it in trnie. The better classes avoid 
this publicity by obtaining a license at easy 
expense. Those of high rank choose to 
be married at their own houses^ a license 
fer which can be obtained from only the 
primate. Itk Scotlan^^ where the schis-^ 
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mattes ftuoceisdtduft libolisbmg; all Jtbe lie** 
cencied a&^w<(Il'ad tbe omaiBftents of -rda^ 
gton^ this is tb& tmivemal praetfce;'ibe 
sacrament of manHfage may ^be^^elebpated 
in any place^ and tiy^ aay ipersbn^ j w thiiti 
country^ andifae whole funeral'^cttmbony 
there consists in diggicKg-a.3u>ley afnlq[iai«h 
ting the body into itl ; > i ' r. • c;^no ♦ 

Of the service of this heretical "chtuodiy: 
such as it is^ thesermon.seemstto be|<rec|h 
garded as the most imp^iiacat pa^'$.H)h})^ 
di«n,are r€$qmted^kh remtmber;i<|he^ t:ext> 
and it i» as reguiaiPa^tbki]|^&imlie{£ftgi«sli- 
to» pfaise the disboa{^^bietif4h«y:are'g^ing 
otit of chur^i as: it ii^ to 'talkMofj their 
heahh, iirnm^iatetyr bcfor^^ !and;>of<'rlli4 
wesatber immediately •aften^ai^ds^i''^ Xb6 
founders o£ the scbirau'did not foresee tUe 
inconvcnieticc <^f alwa)*s attacbing4h4^^ap^ 
pendage to prayers and fArms^^hioh'* tht 
K'athers of the thitrchindked.andenadfed 
ilmder the grate of thot Holy SpiriV^^ 
which even they had grace cnOQgb tol«af>rc 
uncortupted^ tb^iigh notuhmUfifofed.-^ To 
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goithirdugk tbfiM forms and oflRi^r up ibe^e 
pclbtidn&-/iteqMttrQ8:v in the priest nothing 
satrr^ tban^^thfe oommonest learning ; \X is, 
indeed^ !oiie;>of |:he::um»ifol4rexce}Ienoie8 of 
^djlcuecbareb^.tbat/the .service can nei- 
t^cr>iM>B)adfl:iifttie9.noK worse by him who 
pfivfotma U».o£8t;.h«re^ where a main pait 
consists of a composition merely human, 
wbicb'is ik^tgodd to^ edify, and. instruct the 
p0oplt^inoi»Jcini»wledge? and more talents 
averineQQ9!S9r)9lrbaa»J^tiii lea^nable to expect 
iiloey^erjripiiMinQI^Tif^deed po^^ible to fiod- 
Yoii^nliyjiBliipp^sfritlpiat ihii» .inconyenience 
^iQ^ly^f^QM^diedy ^itbat <(Mal)( ithpfte .ptsrsQns 
would, fvbe^iliceosed, ta preach wbom^ the 
Ubhopjhad} approved as-weU ^^aUfied^ . and 
ib^, aIL^ber&\Y0u1d. hC' en|pifiedaQ)n«fld 
ibe disQoutaes.of th(ij^<9i;bisma(iGal dootors 
MdbK>i^ il^tniiscbisQiajlical church bad sanof 
|}an^.i{)sjSomething like .this-was< at^firsjt 
i^t^nd^d^ jiDd» a book of homilies setfortti 
hyijfii^ifkor^iy • : ^ llappily these have becposve 
ola^et^^^.ijsay happily,, becavuse^ hayjng 
.bffenj:«««Qrppfi^d..iA,)tbe fir^ years. of tbe 
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schism, they abound with calumnies 
against the faith. The people now expect 
original composition from their priests, 
let their ability be what it may;- it would 
b$ regarded as a confession of incapacity 
to take a book into the pulpit ; and yoU 
may well suppose, if we in Spain have 
more preachers than are good^ what it 
must be in a country where every priest 
is one. 

Tlie sermon is read, not recited, nor de- 
livered extemporaneously ; which is one 
main difference between the regular English 
clergy and the sectarians. It has become 
a branch of trade to supply the priests with 
discourses, and sermons may be bespoken 
upon any subject, at prices proportioned 
to the dfgree of merit required, which is 
according to the rank of the congregation 
to whom they are to be addressed. One 
clergyman of Cambridge has assisted bis 
weaker brethren, by publishing outlines 
which they may fill up, and which he callfe^ 
skeletons of sermons ; another of higher 
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rank, to accommodate them still further, 
prints discourses at iiill, in the written al- 
phabet, so as to appear like manuscript to 
such of the congregation as may chance to 
'see them. The manuscripts of a deceased 
elergyman are often advertised for sale, 
and it is usually added to the notice, that 
they are warranted original ; that is, that 
no other copies have been sokl, which 
mi^t betray the secret* These shifts, 
however, are not resorted to by tlte more 
respectable clergy ; it is not uncommon 
for these to enter into a commercial treaty 
with their friends of the profession, and 
exchange their compositions. But even 
with this reinforcement, the regular stock 
is usually but scanty ; and if the memory 
of the parishioners be good enough to last 
two years, or perhaps half the time, they 
recognise their old acquaintance at their 
regular return. 

If, hoivever, this custom be burthensome 
to one part of the clergy, they who have 
enough talents to support more vanity 



fell not to profit by It; itifl^ Lrindbtl^^i^ 
never without a certaiti humbiir of po^fift!^ 
preachers. T am not now spesdcMg <Jf thdSi^ 
who are popular kmbng the s^titarkml^j;' %i- 
because they introduce sedtarlaft-ddfltrltt^' 
into the church ; but of 'that '^jitci^ dSdfl' 
racter anfiong the rcgulat'tnglfJh'blcr^- 
which is here derioihinated'^S ^j^tiHfr ^ 
preacher. You inay Well' Inki^neJ^ttiat',^ irf 
the treeis known by H^ freiJts,'! Mt^fe^ottfi' 
Liiis de G^ahttda, no^-«tt Ant<inib^ VSfiyii 
to descfifcd; • Thegad^-bare gdl-meht5t>P*i^' 
ligious pov&if,ef^ ^eSkl^iA^ by iricedlaKl* 
tears of contmioti, <yt df '^t>!is'1dVe,^W*fi^ 
cheeks WitheV^ by ftfttthg iind^ ^peftV^n^j- 
would hah^e fe<v cbai»i«i' foTthki^^^W' 
the cGhgf^gatioft ftihr- Whbifr> IM ^\i^t 
preached' of Ldndoh^ ' cwth^ fi?s^ fifreR^ii 
studies gestures at his looking-^gbss^^^^l^ 
lessons from some gtageUplfi^^ 'Mf*^ his 
chamber, atid displays hi«'whit<dibAtttfiaftA' 
whitfe handkerchief ittthfe fmlp'm r'SW' 
discourse is in character with the orator ; 
nothing to rouse a slunibetidg conscience^ 
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nqtlvjpg jtS>?lBFB^ ^hf soul ,^ a ^^use of it?, 
djflg?^,jH(^^ ^§5gpUi^s. expounded to cpn- 

fifflRrf^^ TOS?rwg> no rinigbty truths en- 
fpfce^^Aajj^l^e the faithful^ — to look for 
tb$|;}l9gy;, here w,ould be ^ seeking , pears 
fc9.|pp< tjbf ^^91 iTT-only a little smooth mo- 
ra^j^j.^u^9h;iS.yiu;ka Jew, or Infill, na^y 
l«^fiRl<tfif yi^gWii^fifence, sparkling .wi|h 
Wt3PhP«^.iMuP'wJe%^ and pounded off 

%ylW^eR,ifbft9^q'rth^r,;a q^ptation from 

^li^iwW^^ihy}i^nn^^^ U w possible } 

l^fihG,^yff^,f}}^i^rch. ha? effecitually secured 
b^,f^j9^, th^ vapitifi^s, pf the world: we 
i)\^^tlj9p^tiipes havfijio grio^ve!, because the 
^i5#rfWf m^ mli^^ shepher,d's ckiakj, but. 
HW*nW ^yp ii«ed to.blM^h at seeing ihe 

^j^h^^ ge|fitlemeQ,bavie.two ei^ds; in vie\y, 
t|^n;idJA one js. to ^lakie afortune by mar« 
r\9^, — Pne of the evils i\k\^: of a ipatri^d 
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clergy« ft was foniierly a doubt whether 
the red coat or the black one, the soldier 
or the priest; had the best chance with the 
ladies ; if on the one side there was va« 
lour^ there was learning on the other ; but 
since volunteering has made scarlet se 
common, black carries the day ; — ceduni 
arma togce. The customs of England do 
not exclude the clergyman from any speeies 
of amusement ; the popular preacher is to 
be seen at the theatre, and at Ihe horse- 
race, bearing his part at the coiieert and 
the ball, making his court to old ladies at 
the card- table, an4 to young ones at the 
harpsichord : and in this way, >f be does 
but steer clear of any flagrant crii»e or ir*- 
regularity, (which is not always the case; 
for this order, in the heretical hierarchy, 
has had more than one Lucifer,) he gene- 
rally succeeds in finding some widow, or 
waning spinster, with weightier charms 
than youth and beauty. 

His other object is to obtain what is 
called a lectureship in some wealthy pa- 
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Tish ; that is, to preach an evening ser- 
mon on Sundays, at a later hour than the 
regular service, for which the parishioners 
pay by a subscription. As this is an ad- 
dition to the established service, at the 
choice of the people, and supported by 
them at a voluntar)' expense, the appoint- 
ment is in their hands as a thing distinct 
ffom the cure ; it is decided by votes, and 
the election usually produces a contest, 
which is carried on with the same ardour, 
and leaves behind it the same sort of dis- 
sension among friends and neighbours, as 
a contested election for parliarnent. But 
the height of the popular preacher's ambi- 
tion is to obtain a chapel of his own, in 
'which he rents out pews and single seats 
by the year ; and here he does not trust 
wholly to his own oratorical accomplish- 
ments' j he will have a finer-tuned organ 
than his neighbour, singers better trained, 
double doors, and stoves of the newest 
construction, to keep it comfortably warm. 
I met one of these chapel-proprietors in 
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company; self-complacency^ good hu- 
mour^ and habitual assentation to every 
body he met >yitb3 . hs^ wrinkled his face 
into a perpetual smile. He said be had 
lately been expending all his ready money 
in religious purposes ; this he afterwards 
expl^in^d a^ icneani|ig tfaat^ he had.bi^n 
fitting up 1^16 qhapel^ ^^^nd I-sbaU^ink 
myself v^ry- badly off," he adde(}^A*if it 
does not bring me in fifty, -percent.V^V 
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Ih^em-^cehp^Ehgiish towards (he Virgin 
'-'lUiirifakd the Sdinis.^—Want of Cere- 
-' rrionk^irt thtir Ckureh.-^Esstival Dain^ 
dies.^^Trac^^of Caifwltcistn'in their 
Language and Oaths. — Disbelief of Pur ^ 
gaiory* — Fatal Consequences of this Er^ 
ror, — Supposed Advantages of the Schism 
examined.'^Clergy not so numerous as 
formerly. 

1 HE religion of the English approaches 
more nearly than I had supposed^ in its 
doctrines^ to the true faith; so nearly in - 
deed^ in some instances^ that it would 
puzzle these heretics to explain the differ- 
ence^ or to account for it where it exists. 
With respect to the holiest sacrament^ 
thpy admit thai the body and blood of 
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Christ is verily and indeed taken^ and. yet 
they deny the real presence. Tliey give 
absolution regularly in their . church - 
service, upon a public and general cpn-. 
fession, which is equivalent to no con- 
fession at all. They accredit the miracles 
of the first two or three centuries, and no 
others ; as if niiracles were not just as well 
authenticated, and just as necessary, in 
succeeding ages, or, as if it were possible 
to say Thus far shalt tbiou believe^ and no 
further. They profess to believe in the coiti- 
inunion of saints, though in fact they be- 
lieve not in any saints; and they say that 

the Holy Catholic Church subsisted in the . 

' ■ .« . - ■ ' • " 

Waldenses and Albigcnses, for to these 
miserable wretches they trace the origin of 
the great scliisni. It is as ejctraordinary as 
it is lamentable to see how they have re- 
duced every thing to a mere caput mor^ 
tuurn^ 

One of the things which most iiidicatj^.^ 
their blindness is their total want of all re- 
verence for Mary, the most pure. Believing 
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IS shown here o ae scsc 30*1 Vrrn. 
St. Joseph is nersrsBezccoes. inr rzrncrr 
of: fbev s car ccir ■ces zz cBcm zisr: i^icx 
a person ever ni^srt? Tie Air.*sii 
jest so £v nocieed cac sd 
Iransaded at the pdbce oScci ttt.c ij 
fJestiTals, and this is 2! ; sc prucssvioc ^ 
niade, nobodr goes to c^l-xs : ia &rC, 
nobody remembers that the dar is a ftsii* 
val, except the clerks, vr«o fiad it a boiy* 
dav ; for these word? ^re ao! cvnonvmoiia 
in England. Hclyday oitins ootbroe mere 
herie than a dav of cessation from busi- 
ness, and a school-boy's vacation. The 
.very meaning uf the word is forgotten. 

Nothing can be conceived more cold 
iroL. I. L 
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and uhimpassioned and uninteresting than 
all the forms of this false Church. Na 
Ycstments except the surplice and the cas^ 
sock^ the one all white, the other all 
black, to which the Bishops add nothing 
but lawn sleeves. Only a single al^^ and 
that alqpbst naked, without one taper, and 
without the great and adorable Mystery. 
Rardy a picture, no images, the few which 
the persecutors left in the niches of the olid 
eathedrals.are. mutilated I no lamps, no 
crucifix, not even a cross to be seen. K, 
it were not for the Creed and the Tea 
.Commandments which are usually writtea 
over the altar, one of these heretical plao^ 
of worship might as soon be taken fo^r a 
mosque as fur a church. , The service is 
equally bald; no genuflections, no cros^ 
ings, no incense, no elevation ; and thdr 
music, when they have any, is so moBp 
strous, that it seems as if the Father of 
Heresy had perverted tbe» ears as weH*# 
their hearts. . .> ^'U 
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Tbe CbuTch festivals^ however^ *« not 

eaiirely unobserved ; though the English 

will not pray^ they wilt eat ; and^ accord^ 

ingly^ tbey have particular dainties for all 

Jhc great bolydays. On Shrove Tuesday 

iiiey eat what tbey call pancakes^ wfiich are 

« sort of wafer firied^ or made smaller and 

thicker with currants or apples^ in which 

case tfaey are called fritters^ For Mid 

Lent Sunday tbey have huge plum-cakes, 

crusted witb sugar like snow ; for Good 

ip'ridi^y hot bunns marked with a cross 

Joir breakfast j the only relic of rengion 

^remainhig among all their customs. Tliese 

iMimis^ will keep for ever without^becom- 

•ing mouldy^ by virtue of the holy sign 

Impressed upon them. I have also beeh 

credibly informed^ that in the province' of 

'Herefordshire a pious \(^oman annually 

inakes two upon this day^ the crumbs of 

'which are a sovereign remedy for cTiarrhoea. 

Febpfe come far and near for this precious 

mediciney which has never beeh known to 

ftU 3 yet even miracles produce no effect. 



On the feifct of St.Micfaad tlie Arcbaiigcl, 
every body must eat goose for dinner ; md 
on tbe Nabvity, turicey, with what they 
call Christmas pies. They have the cakes 
again on tbe frstival of die Kings. 

Some traces of Catholicism may^oaur- 
fiionally be observed in their tanguage* 
Their words Cbrisimas and Candteiiias 
show that there was once a time- wbeii 
they were in the right way. Hie five 
woonds are corrupted into a passiobaie 
ezclamation^ of whichj they who Use ^t 
know not the awfiil meaning. Th^r^'-is 
another instance so shocking as ^BvcJH'is 
ridiculous that I almost tremble to ~wAte 
it. The word for swine in this langua^ 
differs Ttttle in its -pronunciation from the 
word Pix : it is well known how infamoos 
these people have at all times been fbrffie 
practice of swear'mg : they have retained 
an oath' by this sacred vessel^ and yet- so 
completely forgotten even the meaning'^ 
the word, that they say, Please tbePigBy 
instead of the Pix. They also still pre- 
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%^tvt An jilx^v <oatbs:tiie n^me^ of. some 
Pagan Divinities whom their fathers . wor- 
' ..fibippedii and of whom perhaps no other 
iraces retpsuQ., :The Deuce is one« t,he 
Lord -Harry another: there is also th^Liy- 
ipg .Jingo, Gor, an4 Gples^ The Pajgan ^ 
Ckxtbs Jiad no such^^ i^pl? J ^9 probably 
thesiS; wert^ adored^y the Celtic ^nhabiunts 

of the. island. . , - 

. ^ . ■ . •- ..1 .. •. ■ . ■ . . .• • 

^'. Wilb us, , evefy thing is calculated to 
jretoind, u& of religion. We canfnot, go 
■ 4bioad without seeing some representation 
. of Puigatory, iiome cross which niar)csia 
citation, an image of Mary the most pure^ 
. V .a crucifix, — without meeting priest, 
^qr, monk, or friar, a brotherhood busy 
,in their work, of charity,, or the most holy 
.^orafnent under its,canopy borne to re- 
^fje(^ and sanctify the dying sinner. In 
j[ypQr;^ami?cr ,the bells of the church or 
^:CoBy<^nt^ reach yomr ear, ^r the voice pf 
^p\\^j b^gvng, al|3i5. for tl>e souls, or the 
:0)^wiA(oi;;|he priests in- prqces^sion. Your 
.. t^b^'ft^firsj^plajf th^ipg is^ his jpLursre's rosaj;y^ 
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The festivals of the Church cannot past 
imnoticed^ because they regulate the eco^ 
nomy of your tabic ; and they cannot be 
neglected without reproof from the confes« 
sor^ iwho is as a father to every individual 
in (he family. There is nothing of all this 
in England. The clergy here are as Kttk 
distinguished irom the laity in their dress 
as in their lives ; they are confined to 
blacky inde^d^ but with no distinction of 
ihake, and black is a fashionaUe colour ; 
' ihie only difference is, that they wear no 
tail, though their heads are ornamented 
With as much care as if they bad never 
b^n exhorted to renounce the vanities 6f 
the world. Here are no vespers to unite 
a whdle kingdom at one time in one feel- 
ing of devotion ; if the bells are heard, it 
is because bell-ringing is the popular music^ 
As for Purgatory, it is well known thai all 
the heretics reject it : by some inconceiva* 
ble absurdity they believe that sin inay de- 
serve -eternal punishment, and yet. cannot 
deserve any thing tihort thereofy-*^s if there 
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were no dcfgrees of criminality. In like 
tnanner they deny aU degrees of merit, 
confining the benefit of every man's good 
works to himself 5 confounding thus all 
distinctions of piety; or> to speak more 
-truly^ denying that there is any merit in 
good works ; that is^ that good works can 
•be good ; and thus they take away all mo- 
tive for goodness. 

Oh how fatal is this error to the living 

and to the dead 1 An Englishman has as 

little to do with religion in his death as in 

his life. : No tapers are lighted, no altar 

' |>reparerl, no sacrifice performed, no con- 

..fessioti made, no absolution given, no unc* 

>tion administered ; the priest rarely attends ; 

it i^ sufficient to have the doctor and the 

Miurse by the sick-bed ; so the body be at* 

tended^ the soul may shift for itself. Every 

. thing ends with the funeral ; they think 

4>rayers for the dead of no avail ;i and in 

this^alas ! they are unwittip^ly rightj for it 

is .to be feared their dead are in the place 

ifomti wheuce there is uq ?edempUQiL. 



„A\} the tics whiebLJcmkumtmB^wUk liffc 
World of Spirits arecvt off bf:tita»*W^ 
meoilous heresy . U' prayers fosi tb^ dhoMl 
were of no further avail thao.a»tfae.O0BS|^ 
Nation of ihe liviog,. tlieir aJbtwangis wiuld 
jeyrn theo be inc<ilcuiabhil;^iipr|%h«» es^i 
iolaiion can be equal teithebolief ths| urf 
are by our oavu ieajftiesi. expressiduS'-tf 
piety alleviating the suffvriugBT-of ?6^'r>:di^ 
parteil friends,. and: aceeieraUu^ the :OiiniJ 
mcQci^'Dient. of their: «tenttil :faappitits2 4 
Such aMief rouses jus . from » flic ^langmt 
of sorrow icy the pertbf inanoe bf thia activiB 
duty 9 the perfora>afice of 'whick brnigg 
with it its own reward: ,'wekndw that;they 
for whom wq. mourn, and imeirced^;. are 
sensible of theie prfK>iis of ; Jove^ and that 
from every . separate prater? thus idirecied 
they derive more . real and iRfrstiinabie 
benefit, than any servieds, bowev^ easeiii: 
tia), could possibly impart; ta theiUv«bg«: 
And what a motive is this iloi lusitplnpn- 
up our children in the wayS;of righteous*' 
nes9, that they in thiir turn niay jmvndede^ 
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Mr ilsivfaw i»r«?fiuid^ii}09t la^ heed of^ iik- 
^ifcctsitixsli ^I«»1nhe accursed Lutbep 
ikniAkk m9oflifikc«^ §eem tx> have baited 
upftvcryjranitetoHesi^eti;' '. 
ii'.'Sfk^^bamtktry bdast «f the advantages 
cibiaiacd hy^ the SchsAm^ -w hie h they think 
fi»pti-' tb^ nedl Ae* Refermatton . The 
lhrec:potiirt»oii which they e^peeially -con- • 
gfiiniaiie theflwelna *aFey the "privilege^ of 
bftving lifee ^Scripturesvia their own loa^e^ 
ofi^ke fmpfor the icongr^a^on^ and el tbt 
»iQEageiGf the clergyv^? As for ^ the first; 
itrdsf idt^^her^ hnsginary^ the Church 
dgesTiiotnprbkibtt/its members from tratts^ 
htiiigitlie Bibles it only enjoins that they 
tfBasktte from the a|irproved rerfion* of the 
"Vadgatey; lest any errors shoidd creep ifi 
firon^ignorance of the sttcved langnage^ at 
.^iaamiseption^or mtsrepresentation ; and 
tlir^<«KisdQHi'/ of this injunction^ had been' 
w^Saukiti^ evincedx: 1^ privilege of thi$ 
Qnfmnaghtbethoogbt' of tittle inf^rtance 
totdvpedplewholfaink so ligbtly of the 
ikicbarist ; but as ^ they have .preserved so 
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few sacraments^ they are right to make (b€ 
most of what they have. The marriage 
of the clergy has the effect of introducing 
poverty among them^ and rendering it, ia^ 
stead of a voluntary virtue, the pimisbroent 
of an heretical custom. Most of the infe« 
irior clergy are miserably poor i nothing 
indeed can be conceived more deplorable 
than the situation of those among them 
^'ho have large families. They are debar* 
red by their profession fVom adding to their 
scanty stipends by any kind of labour ; 
and the people, knowing nothing of reli* 
gious poverty, regard poverty at all times 
more a^ a crime than a misfdrtune, and 
would despise an apostle if he came to 
thetii in rags. 

During the last generation, it was die 
ambition of those persons in the I#wer 
Tanks of society who were just above the 
peasantry, to ftiake aat^ ' of 'irtiei'r abnt a 
clergyman, if they fancied he had a talent 
for learning. But times have changed, 
and ibe situation of a clergyman who has 
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fio family interest is too unpromising to 
be any longer an object -of envy. They 
who would have- adventured in the church 
formerly^ now become commercial adven- 
•^torers : in consequence^ commerce is now 
far more overstocked with adventurers 
than ever the church has been^ and men 
are starving as clerks instead of as curates. 
, I have heard that the master of one of the 
free grammar-schools, who twenty years 
ago used to be seeking what they call cu- 
racies for his scholars, and bad always 
many more expectants than he could sup- 
fly with churches, has now applications 
Sot five curates, and cannot find one to ac* 
cept the , situation. On the contrary^ a 
person in this great city advertised lately 
for a clerk ; the salary was by no means 
, ktrge, nor was the situation in other re- 
•peets p^rticularfy desirable : yet he had 
; BO fewer than ninety applicants* 
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Rarities pi - England, -^Qi^mi Anne^t 
Fart kings. -r-Mule Tortoise-sHelt^ Gfalf.-^' 
Collectors. -^The: King of ^Golle^tors. '' 

Yesterday I went to jspe ^ show of^.tu?! 
lips, as it is called, about three milesx£^m: 
town. The bed in which they were aiP- 
rangcd, each in its separate pot, was- .iiQb- 
Jess ihan fifty varas in . lengtbj cpvereft : 
with a linen awning the whole w^iy, ..^(idj 
with linen curtains at the sides, to. be, let 
down if the wind should be violent, or tber ' 
rain beat in. The first sight of this Ipng- 
gallery of flowers was singular ami strikr 
ing ; and faint as the odour of the tulip is^ : 
the man V thousands which were here cpl-t. 
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lected together, formed a very perceptible 
and sweet fragrance. The few persons 
present were brother florists^ or amateurs 
of thi^ science/ and the e^^ibitor tiimself 
was a character quite new to me. Never 
before had I seen such perfect and com- 
plete enjoyment as this man took in h\s 
tv^lip^;; he^^idjQofr'sb^Bi to have a sihgte* 
wisbj or (hpught, or.idea. beyond them ; 
bis whple business from one end of the 
year to the other .was^^ to nurse themiip» 
and here they were in full bloom and- 
beaiity^ The price of one, He told us, waa 
twenty guineas, another only, ten ; some 
Weare forty, fifty, as high as- a hundred j 
there was one on which no price could be ^ 
8et,-^hedid not know its value, — indeed 
it was invaluable. We saw Julius Caesar,, 
aiid the Great Mogul, and Bonaparte, and 
St. George, and the Duke of Marlborough. 
*^This/' said he, ^< is poor Louis XVI. j— 
here's Pompey ; — that's Washington ; he's ' 
a grand fellow !" and he looked up in our 
fac^s witbafeelingso simple, and soseriousy 
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that it WIS evident his praise was solely de» 
signed for the flower. I ventured to admire 
one, and, as you may suppose, only betrayed 
my ignorance : it was a vulgar flower, and 
had no name ; they told me it)was streaky , 
by which term they meant that it was veined 
with colours which spread into the white 
part of the leaf, and faded away ;•— the 
very thing for which I had admired it. It 
seems, the perfection of a tulip consists in 
its form ; the lips of the cup should just 
incline inwards, and just be tipt with a 
colour which does not difluse itself. When 
I knew their standard of perfection, I be- 
gan to see with the eyes of a connoisseur^ 
and certainly discovered beauties which 
would never have been perceptible to me 

9 

in my state of ignorance. 

He and bis man, he told us, sat up al^ 
temately to watch the garden ; yet« noti- 
withstanding their vigilance, soncie thieves 
had got in a few nights before :-^*' The 
fools !*' said he, ^* they took about fifty 

ds of the cloth before they were distuibr 




ei^ init never tonched one of the tulips." 
His man appeared to be as devoutly attached 
to the pursuit as himself. I never saw such 
complete happiness as both these men felt 
inbdioldiiig the perfection of their year's 
labour^ such sober and deep delight as was 
manifest in every word and gestuie.*** 
Never let me be told again that the pursuit 
of happiness is vain. 

. The tulip mania of the Dutch never 
•iBged in England, - whatever you might 
xibagine from this specimen; yet T have 
beard of one old g^iltleman who never was 
half a dof en leagues from his birth-place 
during his whole life, except once, wheil 
,he went to Holland to purchase roots. 
There may be amateurs enough to make 
it not an expensive pursuit for the florist } 
and perhaps^ the number of persons, who^ 
like us, give a shilling to see the exhi- 
bition, may be sufficient to pay for the 
awning ; but I should think it can never be 
\pur8ued for profit* The carnation, the ra- 
miDCttlus, and the ftari€Dla> have each their 
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their- cfabice npccmeoB, and priac»^fQr:tbf .3; 

most bcautifuK These bfing those floweiM 

to^ wonderful ^perfections yet this peifa^i 

tion it less wonderful than the pains*- by '^« 

which it is;proeuied.\ *A]iAn to^the Jori^Ulr^f 

are the Colnmbarians- or pigeon-fanciers^q 

and the buttetflyrbreeders or Aurelians.<?-n^ 

Even as apy thing may- become the obje(;l>^ 

of;.auper8ii^oHv an. onion or a croeodite^u 

an apev6r an ape's 'tOQthi; so 'ako. toy (thiiig.r. 

does fonSr poraiiit5 an^ allabal ts tjo.ben^.r 

grelted ia^ tbat •the ordinaiy furw^jof^ 

mahkidd are not as.:miK»t:^nt .aajitbatof > 

these experimental Minorites.or Minims^ ic 

. There is^ perhaps^ no country in. whicbri? 

the passion for collecting rarities is Wipi^H. 

valent as in England.. The wealth of tbt/ 

kingdom^ the rapidity with which. intelr* . 

ligence is circulated, and the facility with ^ 

which things are conveyed from one end J 

of the island to the otlier^ aipe instni**. ' 

mental causes ;. but the main canse niusfr - 

be the* Kuldity. of the people themselves^ . 



Tbtifirira fopuUrnotioa, which, has^ ori*;*^ 
gittated Heaven koowr how, tbataQaeea 
Aiftte's faithmg (the smallest coin* they 
have) ia worth 500/. ; and jiome^ lilUe 
while'i^, an advertiaeinent appeared ia 
the newapapers ofiering one for sale at tbk 
pnce; This at once excited the: hopes of 
ererybody wiio possessed one of these 
cbins^ for there are really so many in ex« 
istenoe that the fictitious value is little or 
juHhing. Other fartbidgs were speedily an- 
nounced tio be sold by private contract,-^ 
go whereyou would^ this was the topic of 
conversation. The strange part of the 
story 18 to^ome. A man was brought be* 
fore the magistrates charged by a soldier 
with having assaulted him on the high 
wayj and robbed him of eight pounds, 
some silver, and a Queen Anne's farthing. 
The man protested his innocence, and 
brought sufficient proof of it. Upon fur- 
ther iavestigation it was discovered that 
some pettifogging lawyer^ as ignorant as 
he was villanous, had suborned the soldier 
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to bring tbis £dfle accusadoo agunstaa 
innocent man, in the hopes of hangbag 
bim^ and getting pouession of the fiMh» 
ing. Unbelievable aa yon may think tbit^ 
I baie the moat poaitiTe teatimony of iti 
troth. 

Another vulgar notion if » that there i^ 
no such thing aa a male tortoiae-ahell-rco* 
loured cat. Some fortunate person^ howi» 
ever, has just given notice that he ia in 
possession of such a curiosity, and oflev 
to treat with the virtuosos for the aak of 
this rara avis, as he literally oalls it* 
They call the male cats in this country 
Thomas, and the male asses either Edwurd 
or John. I cannot learn the reason of 
this strange custom. 

The passion for old china is eoofiocd 
to old women, and indeed is almost ex- 
tinct. Medals are in less request since 
science has become fashionable; or perhaps 
the pursuit is tpo expensive; or it requires 
.more knowledge than can be acqutmi 
easily enough by those who wish fiarche 
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V. 

rcputatiDH of knowledge without the trou« 
ble.pf acquiring it.- Minerals are now the 
iilOBt common objects of pursuit; en- 
graved portraits form another^ since a 
tilei^man some forty years ago published 
a biographical account of all persons whose 
Tikenesset had been engraved in England, 
lliis is a mischievous taste^ for you rarely 
or never meet an old book here with the 
autfaoi^s head in it ; all are mutilated by 
Ih^ collectors { and I have heard that still 
move mischievous collections of engraved 
title-pages have been begim. TCbe book« 
cdllectors are of a higher order,— not that 
'their . pursuit - necessarily implies know- 
ledge ; it is the love of possessing raritieSf 
or the pleasure of pursuit, which in most 
leases actuates them ; — one person who 
had spent many years, in. collecting large 
paper copies, having obtained nearly ail 
.nYbiob had ever lieen thus printed, . sold the 
.wholes collection, for the sake of> begin- 
^ping to collect them again^ I shall bring 
kousel an .English bookseller's, catalogue: as 
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Ik curionty r«veiy tUng is specified^ tint 
can tempt ibese curious- pnrofaasers^ ifthe 
naqieof ^he priBter^ if bebe-atallftmuuffi 
even the binder^ for in this art tbejF cer- 
tainly- are unriTalled. .. Tbe aiz^ of.jtfafe 
Qonrgin is of f;rea| iinportanor* « I couU 
not con<ieive what was meant by -oiiotf 
copy J till ithis was explained' to 'nie«r;clf 
the leaves of an old book have never baeil' 
t^i smooli^j its value. is gr^tly enhaneed'f 
but if it should happen that \\kfj' ham 
never been cut open> the copy 
iliestimable. 
- The good which these collectors ^teis^ 
that, they preserve volumes ^vhush wovM 
i^therwise perish ; and this out-balanoeti 
the evil which they have done in increase 
ing the price of old books ten -and .twentf 
fold. One person will collect. English 
poetiiy,: another ilialian> a third ;classicsy'« 
fourth' i-oumnces y: for tbe wiser sort .gir 
upon the nuKim of having isomethidgiDf 
eT:ery thiagy. and every thing of aoA^^ 
tbiogv Tb^>a0&>i.ia ^geae»l jsuttitieiill^ 
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liU0i^:>m:? permitting' 'nHinvftf Icitlem' t6 

todtke use of their ooHectiofis; which are 

toot only more compkte in ^ therr kind than^ 

coold te found' in the- public libraries of 

Snghnd^ but are mbre partioulariy useful 

in .&:eounti7' where the pubUc libraries are 

'inndered: almost useless- JDif 'absurd* restrict 

Ibns 'and bad management^ and wher« 

isbeie^iane^naYConvents. The want of con-^ 

TOBftftis^ /if^poniy mtfavs pespect, a national 

'SBiaforluiie. ' . •- J 

e^iSnuD^peqes of minor collectors are^ve)^ 

numerous. Some ten years ago -marry 

jTJEidesnseh ^issued r coj^per money of their 

kilwai whkb they called tokens^ andV^biclr 

jioieibe arms of their respective towns^ or 

«llBBr>'Cywn- heads^ ' or any dericie which' 

fdeased ihenr. flow vvortbledsnhesepieeei^ 

tfiuft 16 general havebeen^ you may judged 

jii^bea;.Iaell youuhat their current value! 

v^'lesB than two quorios-. They t)ecam€!^ 

trery- numerous J and as soon as 4t wa^*' 

^HiBcalt to foriti a eompletie eollectioti^-^ 

fill whtta :it iwas^^^sy ^nobody tbou^ ii' 
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worth while,--<»the . collectors began th^ 
piuftuit,, The very worst soon became the . 
most vahiable^ precisely because no persoa 
had ever preserved them, for their beauty. 
Will you believe me when I tell you that a 
series of engravings of these worthless coins 
was actually begun, and that a cabinet of 
them sold for not less tban fifly pifece» of 
eight } When the. last new copper currenc^r 
was issued^ a shop-keeper in the country; 
sent for a hundred pounds worth from the 
mint^ on purpose thajt he might piioose out 
a good specim^ for himself* S(^mm few 
geniuses have struck out paths fiar.themir 
0e}ves ; out i|dmtts no work into hislibrau^y 
if Jt extends bpyond a single.volume ; ^ne 
is. employed in collectifig playrbills^r^u^ 
olher in collecting tea-'ppts^ another i% 
hunting for visiting cards^ another ia 
forjEDing a list, of remarkable liigxnaxfi^, 
anoil^r more amusingly ia getting 9p^r> 
mens pf every i|i;i>4 of; wig that> has bceft 
WorniH^ilbin the memoiif of man; But tW 
King of Cott^cteiBis^^rgetillGmisi^'hs'b^^ 
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of thd provinces, vi^ho with great pains 
And expense procures the halters which 
hftve been used at executions: these he 
arranges round bis museuin in chronolo-> 
gical order, labelling each with the name 
<lf the criminal to whom it belonged, the 
history of his oSence, and the time and 
^lace of his execution. Tn the true spirit 
of virtiSi, he ought to hang himself, and 
leave bis own halter to complete the col- 
lection. 

You will not wonder if mean vices 
should sometinies be found connected 
with such mean pursuits* The collectors 
Jst^ said to acknowledge only nine com- 
mandments of the ten, rejecting the 
• eighth*. At the sale of a virtuoso's effects, 
H single shell was purchased lit a very 

* Id the oHginal it is said the seventh. The 
Catholics reject the second commandment, and 
iiia!t«' up the nthnbef by dividhig the tenth iiito 
two. ; Their seventh therefore is our eighth^ and 
^is ^Mxcrdipgly been so tran^bte^*r-TlU • 



high price; the bayer held it up to the 
company : ^^ There are but two specimens 
of this ishell/' said he, '^ known to be in 
eju^tencCj and I have the other :" — and 
he set his f6ot upon it and crushed it to 
pieces* 
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English Coins. — Paper Currency. •^Pm* 
quent Executions for Forgery. ^^Dr. 
Dodd, — Opinion that Prevention is the 
End of Punishment.' — This Erid'not an-' 
suered iy the Frequency of Executions. 
'^Plan for the Prevention of Forgery 
rejected by the Bank. 

JSnolish money is calculated in pounds^ 
shillings^ pence^ and farthings ; four farth- 
ings making one penny^ twelve pence 
one shilling, twenty shillings one pound. 
Four shillings and sixpence is the value pf 
the pesO'duro at par. It is in one respect 
better than our money^ because it is the 
«ame over the whole kingdom. 

As the value of money has gradually 
lessened^ the smallest denominations of 
coin have everywhere 'disap^eaxe.d^ TVi^ 
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farthing is rarely seen ; and as the penny, 
which was formerly an imaginary coin, 
has within these few year;} been issued, it 
will soon entirely disappear, just as the 
mite or half farthing has disappeared be- 
fore it. A coin of new denomination al- 
ways raises the price of those things which 
kre just below its valuer the seller finding 
it profitable as well as convenient to avoid 
fractions. The penny is a handsome 
piece of money, though of uncomfortable 
weight, being exactly an English ounce ; 
so that in receiving change you have fre- 
xjuently a quarter of a pound of copper to 
carry in your pocket : — the legend is in- 
dented on a raised rim ; and by this means 
both the legend and the stamp are less 
liable to be effaced. For the sam« reason 
a slight concavity is given to the half- 
peoay. la other respects these pieces are 
alike, bearing the king's head on one side, 
and on the other a ficure of Britannia tit- 
ting on the shore, and holding out an oim 
jbranch. 
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The silv'cf coins are four : the crowif, 
which is five shillings, and the half-crown, 
the shiUmg, and the sixpence or h^f^shil- 
ling. The silver groat, which is four 
pence^ and silver penny, were once cur« 
rent I bat though these, with the filter 
threepence and half-^roat, are still coined, 
they never get into circulation. Those 
which get abroad are given to children, and 
laid by for their rarity. The crown piece 
in like manner, when mei with. Is usually 
laid aside; it is the si^eof oitr dollar, and 
has like it on one side the head of the 
sovereign, on the other the arm^ of the 
kingdom; but the die, though far firom 
good, is better than ours. Nothing, how- 
€V^, can be so bad as the other silver 
coins; that is, all which are in use. The 
sixpence, though it should fiappen not to 
be a counterfeft, is not worth one fourth 
of its nominal value ; it is a thin piece of 
crooked silver, which seldom bears the 
'8l>ght<?st remains of any impress. The 
shtllings also are worn perfecitY s^oc^Vv^ 
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though not otherwise defaced; they are 
worth about half their current value. The 
coiners are not contented with cent, per 
cent, profit for issuing good silver, for 
which the public would be much indebted 
to them^ whatever the government might 
be, silver being inconveniently scarce; they 
pour out base money in abundance, and it 
requires more circumspection than I can 
boast to avoid the loss which is thus occa- 
sioned. The half-crown approaches liearer 
its due weight; audit is more frequently 
possible to trace upon it the head of 
Charles IL, or James, of William, or 
Queen Anne, the earliest and latest princes 
whose silver is in general circulation. 

A new coinage of silver has l>een wanted 
and called for time out of mind. The 
exceeding difficulty attending the measure 
still prevents it. For, if the old silver were 
permitted to be current only for a week 
after the new was issued , all the new would 
be ground smooth and re-issued itl ibe 
same state as the old, as indeed hais heti 
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done with all the silver of the two last 
reigns. And if any temporary medium 
were substituted till the old money could 
be called in^ that also would be imnu;- 
diately counterfeited. You can have no 
conception of the ingenuity^ the activity, 
and the indefatigable watchfulness of 
Fogjpery in England* 

There are three gold coins : the guinea^ 
which is twenty-one shillings, its half, and 
its third* The difference between the 
pound and guinea is absurd, and occa- 
sioned some trouble at first to a foreigner 
when accounts were edculated in the one 
and paid id the other ; but paper has aow 
become so general that this is hardly to be 
complained of. Compared to the piece of 
eight, the guinea is a mean and diminutive 
coiii. Thfire are five-guinea pieces in ex* 
istence,. which are only to be seen in the 
cabinetsof thecur'mue^ The seven*shiMing 
piece was first coined during the present 
foigO) and circulated but a few years ago : 
ihere were such struck during the Americaa 
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war, and never issued. I know not why. 
One of these I have seen, which had never 
been milled : the obverse was a lion stand-' 
ing upon the crown, in this respect hand- 
somer than the present pi^ce, which has.the- 
erown and nothing else ; indeed the die 
was in every respect better. Both the 
current gold and copper are almost ex- 
clusively of the present reign. It may be 
remarked, that'the newest gold is in the 
worst taste ; armorial bearings appear best 
upon a shield; they have discarded the 
shield^ and tied them roiuid with the 
garter. Medallic, that is, historical money^ 
has often been recommended ; but it im"* 
plies too much love for the arts, and too 
much attention to posterity, to be adopted 
here. There has not been a good coin 
struck in England since the days of Oliver 
Cromwell. 
There was no paper in circulation of less 
• than five pounds value till the stoppage of 
^the Bank during the late war. Bills of 
Hhne and two pounds were then issued^ an4 
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these have almost superseded guiiieasr 
Upon the policy or impolicy of continu- 
ing this paper money after the immediate 
urgency has ceased, volumes and volumes 
have been written. On one side it is as- 
serted, that the great increase of the cir- 
culating r^^edium, by lessening the value 
of motley, raises the price of provisions^ 
and thus virtually operates as a heavy tax 
upon all persons who do not immediately 
profit by the banking trade. On the other 
hand, the conveniences were detailed more 
speciously than truly, and one advocate 
even went so far as to entitle his pamphlet 
'^ Guineas an Incumbrance.*' Setting the 
pc^iticill advantages or disadvantages as^> 
as a subject upon which I am not qualified 
to offer an opinion, I can plainly see that* 
every person dislikes these small notes ; 
they are less convenient than guineas in 
the purse, and more liable to accidents* 
YcHx are also always in danger of receiving 
forged ones ; and if ypu do, the loss lies 
at youx Qwn door, fpr the Bank refuse* tp, 
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irguthents'urged in v^in ; no instance has 
ever yet been known of pardon. A Doc- 
lor of Divinity was executed for it in the 
early part of the present reign, who, though 
led by prodigality to the commission of 
the deed for whicir he suffered, was the 
inOBl useful as well as the most popular 
ef all their preachers. Any regard to his 
clerical character was^ as you may well 
suppose, oat of the question in this land 
of schism ; yet earnest entreaties were 
made in his behalf. The famous Dr. 
Johnson^ of whom the English boast as 
Ihe great ornament of his age, and as one 
•f the best and wisest- men whom their 
country has ever produced, and of whose 
piety it will be sufficient praise to say that 
)^ was almost a Catholic^ — ^he strenu-^ 
eufdy exerted himself to procure the par- 
don of this unfortunate man, on the ground 
thai the punishment exceeded the measure 

"^ of the offence, and that the life of the of^ 
fender might usefully be passed in retire- 

^ - »fm and penitence. Thousands wb6 had 
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been benefited by his preaching petitioned 
that mf^rcy might be shown him^ and the 
Queen herself interceded, but in vain. 
During the interval between bis trial and 
bis execution be wrote a long poem enli* 
tied Prison Thoughts ; a far more extra^^ 
ordinary effort of mind than the poem of 
Villon, composed under similar circum* 
stances, for which, in an age of less hu- 
manity, the life of the author was spared. 
Had the punishment of Dr. Dodd been 
proportioned to his offence, he would have 
been no object of pity ; but when he suf- 
fered the same death as a felon or a mur- 
derer, compassion overpowered the sense 
ei his guilt, and the people universally 
iregarded him as the victim of a law in- 
ordinately rigorous. It was long believed 
that his life bad been preserved by conni^ 
vance of the executioner ; that a waxen fi- 
gure had been buried in his stead, and ihat 
be had been conveyed over to the continent. 
More persons have suffered for this of- 
fence since the law has been enacted than 
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for any other crime. In all other cases 
palliative circumstances are allowed theic 
due weighty thi» alone is the sin for which 
there is no remission.. No allowance is 
made for the pressure of want, for the 
temptation which the facility of the fraud 
holds out, nor for the difference between 
offences against natural or against political 
bw. More merciless than Draco, or than 
those inquisitors who are nev^ mentioned^ 
in this country without an abhorrent ex^ 
pression of real or affected humanity, the 
commercial legislators of England are sa* 
tisfied with' nothing but the life of the of« 
fender who sins against the Bank, * which 
is their Holy of H6lied. They sacrificed 
tot this offence one of the ablest engravers 
ki the kingdom, the inventor of the dotted 
or chalk engraving. A mechanic has 
lately suffered^ who had made a machine 
to go without horses, and proved its suc- 
cess by travelling in it himself about fort^ 
leagues. A man of respectable family and 
unblemidicd conduct has just been exe« 
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euted in Ireland^ because^ vrhen reduced 
by unavoidable misfortunes to the utmoitt 
distress, be committed a forgery to relieve 
his familv from absolute want. • 

There is an easy and effectual mode of 
preventing the repetition of this offence^ 
by amputating the thumb ; it seems one 
of the few crimes for which mutilation^ 
would be 1^ fit punishment. , But it is a part 
of the English system to coloixi2e with 
criminals* It i& not the best mode, of co<^ 
lonfzing ; nor^ having adopted it^ do ihey? 
manage it in the best manner. Of all 
crimes, there should seem to be none fdr 
ifvhich change of climate is so effectual a 
cure as for forger}* ; and as there is none 
which involves in itself so little moral de** 
pravity^ nor which is so frequently com- 
mitted ; it is evident that these needless 
executions deprive New South Wales of 
those who would be its most useful meni<« 
bersj; men of ingenuity^ less depraved^ and 
better educated in general^ than any otfacc 
convicts^ . . 
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I have seen it recorded of some English 
jiidge^ that when he was about to sentence 
a man to death for horse-stealing, the man 
observed it was hard he should lose his life 
for onty stealing a horse ; to which the 
judge replied, *^ You are not to be hanged 
for stealing a horse, but in order that horses 
may not be stolen.** The reply was as Un- 
philosophical as unfeeling ; but it is the 
fashion among the English to assert that 
prevention is the end of punishment, ami 
to disclaim any principle of vengeance, 
though vengeance is the foundation of all 
penal law, divine and human. Proceeding 
upon this fallacious principle, they nece9« 
aarily make no attempt at proportioning 
the punishment to the offence ; and of* 
fences are punished, not according to the 
degree of moral guilt which they indicate 
in the offender, but according to the facU 
lity with which they can be committed, 
and to their supposed danger in conse-^ 
quence to the community. But even upon 
this principle it is no longer possible to 
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justify the frequent executions for fbr-^ 
gery ; the end of prevention is not an-^ 
swered^ and assuredly the experiment has 
been tried sufficiently long^ and suflBciently 
oi^en. 

In other cases^ offences are held pQore 
▼enial as the temptation thereunto is 
stronger^ man being frail by nature; in 
this the punishment is made heavier in. 
proportion to the strength of the tempta-^ 
tion. Surely, it is the duty of the Bank 
Directors to render the commission of 
forgery as difficult as possible. This is 
not effected by adoping private marks ia 
their bills, which, as they are meant to be 
private, can never enable the public to be* 
upon their guard. Such means may ren« 
der it impossible that a false bill should 
pass undiscovered at the Bank, but do not 
in the slightest degree impede its general, 
circulation. What is required is some-^ 
thing so obvious that a common and an- 
instructed eye shall immediately perceive 
it I and nothing seems so likely to efii^t 
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this as a plan which they are said to have 
rejected, — that in every bill there should be 
two engravings, the one in copper, the 
other in wood, each executed by the best 
artists in his respective branch. It is ob-> 
vious that few persons would be able to 
imitate either, and highly Improbable that 
any single one could execute both, or that 
two persons sufficiently skilful should 
combine together. As it now is, the ei>- 
graving is such as may be copied by the 
clumsiest apprentice to the trade. The 
additional expense which this plan would 
co^t the Bank would be considerably lesa 
than what it now expends in hanging mm 
for an ofience, which could not be sa 
firequent if it was not so easy. The 
Bank Directors say the . Pater-noster in 
their own language, but they seem to for<« 
get that one of the petitions which He who 
best knew the heart of inan enjoined us to 
make is, that we may not be led into 
^mptation* 
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Westminster Abbey. •-^Legend ofitsCom^ 
secration. — Its single Altar in lad 
Taste. — Gothic or English Architecture^ 
'^-Monmnents.i'^Banks the Sculptor.'-^ 
WaX'Workn — Henry the Seventh's Clior 
pel. — Mischievous Propensity ofthePeoi- 
pie to mutilate tlie Monuments^ 

A LL persons who come to London^ from^ 
whatever part of the world they may, 
whether English or foreigners^ go to see 
Westminster Abbey, the place of inter*, 
ment of all ilkistrk>u8 men ; kingai^ ad- 
mirals^ statesmen, poets, philosophers, and 
divines, even stage-players and musicians* 
There is perhaps no otl)er temple in tbcK 
world where such practical testimody 19 
borne to the truth, that '^ Death levels fttt 
distinctions^ e)(cept those of desett 
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They continue to call tbis church sn 
Abbey, just as they continue to profess 
their beUef in the most holy Sacrament* 
Originally it was the second religious esta- - 
blisbment in the isUnd ; and, since G\aa- 
tonbnry has been desecrated and destroyed, 
is cow the first. Lucius, thn first Chris- 
tian king of the Bhluns, foundi.'d it, to be 
the burial-place of himself and his succes- 
sors. During the persecution of Diocle- 
tian, it was cnuverted intoa temple of Apol- 
to, which Sebert king of the East Saxorls 
demolished, and built a church to the ho- 
nour of God and St. Peter in its stead. The 
place where it stands was then calint 
Thomey, and is said in a charter of king 
Edgar's to have been a dreadful place ; not 
•o much, it is supposed, on account of itl 
rudeness, as because the wicked spirit* 
who were there worshipped had dominion 
there. St. Augustine, the aposile of I ho 
Saxons, had baptized Sebcrt and his queen 
Etbelgoda ; and, being unalile to tm 
• with them himself, consigned ttu 
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his converts to St. MeHitus, a Roman ab- 
bot, whom pope St. Gregory the Great 
bad sent to his assistance, and whom he 
consecrated bishop of London. This holy 
bishop was to consecrate the new build* 
ing ; but on the night before the ceremony 
was to be performed, a fisherman, as he wa» 
about to cast his nets in the river, which 
runs within a stone's throw of the Abbey, 
was called to by one upon the opposite 
bank, who desired to cross in his boat. 
The fisherman accordingly wafted him 
over, little knowing, sinful roan, how 
highly he was favoured, for this was the 
blessed apostle St. Peter. As soon as the 
saint landed he entered the church, axid 
immediately a light brighter than the mid- 
day sun illuminated it, and the fisherman, 
almost bereft of his senses by fear, saw a 
multitude of angels enter, and heard hea- 
venly music within, and perceived odours 
far more delicious than any earthly fra- 
grance. In this state of terror St. Peter 
fctund him when he came out of the churclij^ 
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and cheered him^ and desired to be taken 
back in the. boat. • Whey they were in the 
middle of the river^ the saint told him to 
cast his net. He did so, and the draught 
of fish was prodigious. Among them was 
on» large salmon : St. Peter bade him take 
this to St. Mellitus^ and keep the rest as his 
ffl^^ and added that he and his children 
after him should always be prosperous in 
their employment^ provided that they paid 
scrupulously the tithe of what they took, 
and never attempted to fish upon the Sab- 
bath-day. He bade him likewise tell the 
bishop all that be had seen, and that St. 
Peter himself bad consecrated the church, 
and promised often to visit it, and to be 
present there at the prayers of the faithful. 
In the morning, as St. Mellitus was going 
in procession to perform the ceremony, 
the fisherman met him, presented the fish, 
and delivered the message. The appear- 
ance of the church as soon as the doors 
were opened fully verified his story. The 
pavement was marked with Greek and 
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Latin letters ; the walls anointed in twelve 
places with holy oil ; the twelve tapers 
upon twelve crosses stiU burning, ami the 
aspersions not yet dry. That further testi- 
mony might not be wanting, the fisherman 
described the person whom be had seen to 
St. Mcllitus, and the description perfectly 
agreed with the authentic pictute of the 
apostle at Rome. 

I need not telF you that this mirack is 
suppressed by the heretical historians wha 
have written concerning this building. It i$ 
their custom either to speak of such thingi 
with a sarcasm, or to omit them altoge* 
ther^ taking it for granted^ that whatever 
they in their wisdom do not believcj must 
be false ; as if it were not of importance 
to know what has been believed, whetbef 
it be true or not, and as if individual opi* 
nion was to be the standard of truth. 

During the ravages of the Danes the 
abbey fell to decay. King St. Edward x\kt 
Confessor rebuilt it upon a singular ocr; 
casion. This pious prince had ioa40 4 
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^ow to God rlurtng his exile^ that if ever he 
should be reittored to the kingdom of his 
fbrefathers> he would make a pilgrimage to 
Rome^ and retuni his thanks at the throne 
of St. P'eter. His subjects besought him not 
to' leave them in performance of this vow, 
but to beg a dispensation from it } and this 
the pope granted on condition that he 
should build a new monastery to St. Peter's 
honour^ or rebuild an old one. At the same 
time it was revealed to a holy man^ that it 
tvis Grod's pleasure to have the abbey at 
Westminster rebuilt. The king obeyed 
tbil ' divine intimation, and gave the full 
titbeofall his possessions to the work. 
The tomb of this third founder still re- 
mains : having been a king,he escaped some 
of the insults which were comcbitted against 
the other English saints at the time of the 
schism 3 and though his shrine was plun- 
dered, his body was suffered to remain in 
peace. Eiit though the monument was 
thus spared from the general destruction^ 
k has been defaced by that spirit of barba- 
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rous curiosity^ or wanton mischief^ for 
which these people are so remarkable. 

The high altar is of Grecian architect 
ture. I ought to observe that in these 
reformed churches, there is but one al* 
tar ; and if it had not been for an arch- 
bishop whose bead they cut off because 
they thought him too superstitious, they 
would have been without any altar at aU. 
The mixture of these discordant styles of 
architecture has the worst effect imagina« 
ble I and what is still more extraordinary, 
this mark of bad taste is the proditction 
of one of the ablest architects that Eng- 
land ever produced, the celebrated Sir 
Christopher Wren. But in his time it 
was so much the fashion to speak with 
contempt of whatever was Gothic, and to 
dospise the architecture of their fore- 
fathers, that, if the nation could have 
afforded money enough to have replaced 
these edifices, there would not now have 
been one remaining in the kingdom;-^ 
Luckily the national wealth was at . that 
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time employed in preserving the balance 
of power and extending commerce, and 
this evil was avoided. Since that age^ 
however^ the English have learnt bet- 
ter than to treat the Gothic with con- 
tempt; they have now discovered in it 
so much elegance and beauty, that they 
are endeavouring to change the barbarous 
name^ and^ with feeling partiality to 
themselves^ claim the invention for their 
own countrymen : it is therefore become 
Kere an established article of Antiqua* 
rian faith to believe that this architec- 
ture is of native growth, and according- 
ly it is denominated English architect 
ture in all the publications of the Anti- 
quarian Society. This point I am neither 
bound to believe, nor disposed at present 
to discuss. 

This Abbey is a curious repository of 
tombs, in which the progress of sculpture 
dnring eight centuries may be traced. 
Here may be seen the rude Saxon monu- 
ment } the Golloic in all its stages^ from 
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iu first rudiinenu to ibat perfection qi 
florid beauty which it bad attained at the 
Schism^ and the monstrous combinauont 
which prevailed in the dmp ol^ Elisabeth^ 
equally a heretick in her heterogeneous taste 
and her execrable retigiou. After the Great 
Rebellion^ the change which had taken 
place in society became as manifest in the 
number as in the style of these memorials^. 
In the early ^s of Christianity, only 
saints and kings^ and the founders of 
churches, were thought worthy of Inter* 
ment within the walls of the house of God; 
nobles were satisfied with a place in the 
Galilee, and the people never thought of 
monuments ; it was enough for them to 
rest in consecrated ground ; and so their 
names were written in the Book of Life, it 
mattered not how soon they were forgotten 
tipon earth. The privilege of burial within 
the church was gradually conceded to rank 
and to literature ; still, however, they who 
had no pretensions to be remembered by 
posterity were content to be forgotten.- 



The pTDCXSc may fitthdacurrll^ m :raru. :r: 
the rf iui«fe viiereuf I .an* iii>v. vTi:i:i£.a:u 
thus f&r ii had nscliLxi a: dii Lini£ zi I'rft 
Great BcbeUJoB : dunng ihaifiirugcU^ f:-u 
monrnnrnTf -wgif Lrtcusd : inex « b:^ v. oujc 
have hem eomksd to ibcrm vt^ ir):)s;'\ on 
the onrocptaftsfq] siut. anc Tbi r.mcsc-r.vrs 
had no resptcl fur church £:s : iDs:<::a:i of 
erecting nem- tombs, ibeir dellgbi was lo 
dcEve the old. JLh^r the Beftor^iio!! ihe 
triumph of veaiih btg^ji. Tnc iron ago 
of Eoglaod "ais orer. a^J il.e p.-^^un ni^ 
commenced. An Elnglish author h.^s wrii- 
ten an ingenioua; Hook, lo show ih,u ihe 
true order of the four aces is i^'xcisiiv ihe 
reveise of thai in which the jvcts liai-* 
arranged them : the age in wluch riohr* 
are paramount to ever\- thing mav well lv« 
denominated the irolden, l)iu it rcniain^ to 
be proved whether such an age of g^>Kl he 
thebcstin the scries. With the RostoraiiiM^, 
however, that colden ace hc^an. Monoy 
wis the ■ passport to Jijnlnciion lUirin^ 
life, and they who enjoytd ihi* ilistinciioii 
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Avere d^terminfid to be remembered after 
deatn, as tpnsc as inscriptions in marble 
could secure cemembrance. The church 

r.'^|(!jr '..1 .'I '!;, : J ■ • • ■ ■.'•■■ 

Walls were then lined with tablets : and 
vain as ^he^hope pf thof perpietviating an 
ienohle nan 1^ may appear^ i^has succeeded 
better thaA.you wo\vM imagine ;^.fqr every 
county, city, and almost every to,wi\ in 
Englapahas its particular history, an^i the 
epUaphs in.th^ churches anxl church- y?jds 
form no inconsiderable part of tbeir coa- 
♦ems. 

The numerous piles of marble which de- 
face the Abbey are crowdecj together, 
without any reference ta the style of the 
iiuilding or the situation in which tbev are 
placed; except two \ which flaok the en- 
trance of the' choir, and are made'brna* 
mental by a similarily of focin aisd size, 
which ha& not confioecl the artist in vary- 
ing the design of each. Oae bears the 
ff neat name of jlTew ton : Hp is represWbted 
rechnmg upon a sarcophagus ; , above hun 
IS Astd^onomy stated m an aUstinafi oinw- 
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diiatioti' <itt' a ccles^lial glcfce. THia glo^e, 
which Certainly occupies so large a spacSc 
ad to give an idda of weight in the uj>per 
' p'art of the momiinebt^ seems principally 
placed lb€i% to show tire trick of the co- 
net which appeared^ according to New- 
ton'» criculation^ in the year l08t). On a 
tablet fn the aide of ibe sanrcophaigus ia an 
emblismatic reife^eseniation, in relief, of 
^ome of the parpcvses to which be afpplkd 
hifS pbtlosopiiy. The inscription conclucles 
curiously thos^, 

SiM gratufeiitar rtotJarfei 
Takm tstntumxiQe extrtiss(» 
HuftisMi GoDcri» De'cuer . ^ 

The corre^midtng mondiYftcnt is in me* 
mory oS the earl orf Stanbopcy as eminei^t 
a warrior and statesman as* Newtom had 
beetv a f^ltysopber. He is represented in 
Roman armour^ reposing on a sarcophaffus 
ald0| and uudec a tent ; ocr.the top of which 
a u^ure oi railas seems at once to protect 
niWif and p^>int him ont as worthy of ad- 
nunuioii. Both tlwse wct& a^s\sj\t.6.V3 
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.^ EtigVisK anisti^a^a e^^datfed4^iMkl^^ 

iftr^^'^tWouW ri»t b^ ih^!tWr6fet if f «jb6iild 

'^^livf rig - ji^lfi^pwHifefe ^b6^4vdf-k^/ rweiinrt 
^6f'aify.Mah9'^tfi^tf«ed'^^tdib^ M^r 
^tftient:^^ F ^avv- at^his^tesfefsea fet^alef figatfe 
"c/f VfctoVyi d^8ign^fcrt-tlifetWilb^5ofjtt!i(». 

*Skedttt^3 a^'any^tMbg**i<Siftoii^b«eiiIjp«i- 
-aiced sWfelfe tlii^ rcViVftl of thtt '^mo ^Ihiue 

flastingsr iate'vfc€!^05''k)f l^di^;thd'iolth«r 
#i,t)f Afe teiebrfiifeii bsliypci<Oi4>^tSrCpobnvdl, 
'-^iiich Wotild'have doiae honoorta ttebttt 
•age 6f «duTptuf6J' M6M of thefaiduitoents 
'iii'tbis cbiirdh are wholly worthlesg ia.d^ 
Migti and eisJecution^.^nd iht ftw ^liich.have 
' -any nierit arc the woA ^ fdreigneirsw i r ( 

One of the vergers w^( rOrfhd with ilMv; 
a man whose lank statiirfe and Soliten de- 
portment would havesiiited th^cbutih in 
its best days. Wbenfit^t I saw hini in the 
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shadow^ he looKea like one of the Gotmc 
figajie6^affifc§4<fitp.|^, piUar-; ^d, vyhvip Jb^e 
began to move, I could have fancied, th^ 
an efobaUi^d corpse h:^,j\^n from itSfce- 
i1tf|i^lt(iH9a.y:'^B)}a5Siia' 99^ of thechaua^ 
«td«0^i Ij^ led M&.M/itb inuch civility, aud 
itdemnilrjflto y£dward,tbe Conft^ssoc'^ ch^- 
-fid^ aQd,9bi»wed us ^here ibe tomb of tb^t 
'boljT^king J' the^^J^irs in which the king 
^aariiqUeen are crowned 3 the famous co- 
ikteation s^ione, brought hither from. Scot- 
lai^y' and .once regarded as the Palladium 
of ftte royal tine y and in the same chapel 
xbl'tain wafcCfD figured as large as life, and 

•infifull dreljs. You have heard J men- 

riti)a<tMe representation of the Nativity at 
:Bclefn' ; and exclaim asjainst the degene- 
-rratc ta»te of the Portugueze, in erecting a 
-puppetrshow among the tombs of their 
'kings* It was not without satisfaction: tha 
I reminded him of this on my return from 
. Westminster Abbey, and told him I had 
-stenritbe wax- work, 
..i.ifFhc: most interesting part of the edifice 
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a^<3oil)Uj Jcreei^ which J^jai* PQCi^jjricJilyiarr* 

d«itraybd<;-Tb<?;wbole initbe w^rk.M^t.fprpi 
y^^an(Pi^fmIlaliiui!L anrtt^^bOibripke Mi^l 
An#^l9> ivo^^: anti.ditd iiV'SpabvMQd^ 9c 
<Aiftrgc of -iie WJy* • Since ibe ? reign: qf Elirj 
a<*btt4iy >ui> mpnuoHiiu.bw been ler^clfid: 
tO'aiiy of il)fr.E«gli8b eiDWi^igiifl t' fiplouft 
of tb^ coldness whi^b U)cir banfifu) b6Cie$y< 
ta^ prodiTced m^ tbe: national . &diing» \:K 
plain marbk p^rr^zn^nt^ fioviet^,' tbe uDoyal 
d^d ia thii sploidid: cbap»l» ejected by^ 
OKle 6f ih^ir aoceitorsi No one v^aaMra 
U) be' irtter>ed'Tfh0 waa. not of thecroyflft 
fti^tiily ^ CmmweUi howeyexii thef giQati 
iwiurper^ whp&e name ia hdd: ia higboc^iy 
cigUnnaiiioaabKiadrthaTi it seem^ tobe; ii^ 
hii* own t^otintry^) ^aa depo«tted he? e ^Kitb 
M>re than i^i^y^ pompv It wasiieaMerjtft 
4i>]^oaiiH^a Im from the guvetthw iaase. 
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deiofChshrles f I. arild gibbeted : poor ven^) 
gi^uce fok* Ik father dethroned and decapi^; 
tated/for his dwd defeat at Worccstery and. 
for twelve years of exile ! The body. of 
Blake^ which had been laid with merited 
hofidursin Tht s^ftne vaiuhy u as alio .no- 
oioWd/ and turned into the church-yard :. 
if the i'cmovat wns thought necesgary, tnA 
glish gratitude should at least have ra^ised 
a^monument ovei* the.u>an who had raised 
the'Engli^hi^ame higher than ever adniU 
ifAl-bfefbi-e hiiw. ... 

/"Owe 'thing tftruick me. m viKn.tng .this; 
ciiiirch ^arf very remarlcable* The nionu- 
rtftrtt* which are within reach: of a.walk-^ 
J)sg-stick are all mote or less injiued^vby 
^h^t 'bafbaroua habit which. EngHshnieu 
tli^e of meting by the senge.of tDuclvy ifcl; 
nvsi^,s6 e^prsess myself* They; cam r^evcr 
ktok at any^' thing' without having. it liu tho 
tAtnd^ noi* show it to anf0lhe3T,persQa.witb.rj 
out touching it with a stick,,;.U( ilj^^wi^Hi^ 
feaeb i^ l^bave eyca noticed jiuti^eveizs^io^l^ 



kcuotis ot ractBKs exnnsed r9rsii1e,a large 
pnni cd i nscnpl ron' nrqu^tung (be coqDoisr 
'Wurs nftt to tuiich Qieni.., Be^d'fs'thif 

fldtl habit, whicli is universal, there-is pre- 

- . - ,..'.'-■ I li ■.:...: --.y'i i.-tn ,=■;;.. rrt 
vatent smong these people a. sort fif, iQiSr 

chteVoiis m'i^nli^ v^'n, bj^wbitn mik^sionM 
a're comniQnfy defaceJ, dirtcung-^oBls 
lirpk'en, ana iheparap;et3t>f biJiJgcs thrctwri 
info the river. Their clisHke lo a passage 
in a book is often shown by tearing t^ 
leaf, or scrawling Over the page whichd^'- 
fers from them in political opinion. Herr 
is a monument to a major Ancrcj who 
was hanged by Washington as a spy : thj; 
story was rekted in relief : it had not beeq 
erected a month before some person alriick 
off Washington's head by way of retalia- 
tion ; somebody of different sentiments 
recjuited this by knocking off the head of 
the major; so the two principal figures in 
the composition are both headless ! From 
such depredat ions you might naturaDy sup- 
pose that no carets taken of the church, 
that stalls are set up in it, that old women 
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wi/f :• r4;ii 

aell gingerbread nuts tbere» ^d porters 
i&ake It a ihorougnfare^ as is done in Ham- 
burgh. On the contrary, no nerson is 
admitiecf to see tnie .Abbey for less than two 
th^Inigs; ahd^this nioney^ which is coN 
Incited by twopences and sixpences^ makes 
part of the ' revepue of the subordinate 
prliests'in tbis , reformed church. There Is 
4w strange mixture of greatness and little- 
liffss in every thing in this country : for 
this bbwevei, Iherc is some excuse to be 
offered :' frotn the mischief which is even 
now cdain^itted> it is^evjdent that, were 
ihp public indiscriminately admitted, everj" 
tiling valuable in the church would soon 
b,e destroyed. 
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Ccmplexion tiftke^Bngli'ih cdritradict&ry 

^'ic their historical TfiMtiei?.^Ck^htiiiH 

■'^ifames^ and their Dimitt^it^^.^^^Sijht^ 

^ Sutncmes.^Narfies '<f the^ M^Ks^ 

y^^'and Day s.-^Widay this fmmchfiiyey, — 

' ' Si. VaUntwe.'^Relkks of QUhbtimm 

Th» jHPeviilence of dai* h^ and dufk 

'^binplexions amorig the Englitrti fai'^ ^if^ 
tnarkable fact in oppositibnt tc^ ail i^ili- 
blished theories respecting the-p^opJeftfiftf 
the Island. We know tbat*h6Ceit^W«^e 
light or red-haired, Jyvilh bloe'eye^/ bjriWe 
ievidence of history ;^d their d^sc^lidtiHts 
'iti Wales> ahd Itekhdj- fttid SbOtlft*4,iWill 
-&6^tnifei^' so. The Salcbft^s^-'Sifld^ A^t^, 
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How is it then that the dark eyes and dark 
hair of the South should predominate ? 
Could the Roman breed have been so ge- 
nerally exten4^iit>Xoi;i^fl§e; Spanish co- 
lony spread further than has been sup- 
posed ? Climate wHl^not account for the 
fact ; there is not sun enough to ripen a 
gr^je ar. W4 if ibp, ^ Jnpai.^ ^o^ld, hav^^^id^rkr 
ei;t^(i (be; Dan^e» An<} S§^j)f,,vjt vyould^lso 
JbwiyA,«3£cte4, sihp W^U^i . k}h\^ they i^iaia 
lj|)^9^rk^^cbar£^:U^9f their ^nces^tora. 

t|»,.\i)r«>Rtl)c ipdigqnqft?, and.t^h^ greater 

number of local derivation. Of the bap- 

iiftmaUnaipetiitbeimain proporiiou are Sax« 

$m .and )^orman;.iJohnji Thomas, and 

Ji9liiie|();: arc the, lonly- common apostolical 

lonciSi^rQUierS'indeejd occur, but it is rather 

oiHiusMUl: to .m^et with them. The Old 

^^IVs^^rn^At^has furnished a few 5 Hagiology 

2f riJJh fewef > .4moi;ig the, xni^rxy William 

i*l«l,4foten pil^^domiriM^; JMary and . Annei 

i^tvpiig th^.OBVoiiaen, ; I^^he northern; pi;o- 

»ir5>Ge9':l: am lo\d thftt the .. Catholic name^; 
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^AfttM-an^ AgitBa aie.8fiH fBBqiieDt{^«nil, 
ivhat -itt mem eUMutd iBanr^- lyr Spancrii 
Uabe\j imiead of Ebaabctli^ - ri. o. ^j 
Even the3e liulc tbibgs arr afledediiiir 
tevoliufons of ttaieaod the chaogc of ma»- 
iieri, as the ^tomi. which wrecks an annadt 
tciynft the inilige wexthercock« Thus- the 
(uirtisans of the Stuarts prefcrred tbeoaioieft 
of James and Charks for their soaJi^jasd 
itt tbd demoenitic faoniliea aou xiawAUi 
yoang Alfreds aiid ilampdcx^, Algemoilf 
and Washingtons, growing up;:<3iacei0ojd 
Pi'adcnce were cdmnon. ia tild.-feimQi 
among the English ladies ;. T would Qpthi 
tsiken tiferally when I say that they areoo 
longer to be found among theno^ and that 
Honour and Faith, Hope and\C)iarity» 
l^arc disappeared as well. The contioeiMl 
wars introduced Eugene, and Ferdinao^* 
and Frederick, into the parish registers; 
and since the accession' of the present /£i4ei 
niily you meet with (3korges, OajipHDkeftjv 
and Charlottes, Augustuses and A.ugM9)94t; 
Inf p)(>vailin{; appetite for DQV^k h«^.-bjltt 
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rbfiitfejc^ejipreckiuBiljcMittnxodiA^ asjibh^ 
delicate ears c6tiUF>bBat' itoiifEbulitofJallti^ 
«tii*parlioils^ either Tgecled>th&pltittn^ie» 
-cfahdr auatsiandgrandmolitersy on olipptr^ 
Jttr^strotehed^tbcm tiJl they were «bapi^^jir 
I6i flEOfhathin^ liko. sentinmital ed-pbpi^yy 
lto4er;Cheir improving kands^.Lucy uiaf 
Itflttcaded ^ t& Louisa^ Mary > to Martai^iii^ 
(Harriet iloj'Henrietta^ andi Elizabetlp ic^it 
«horteran;ta Eliza. Their readers /pIlo\y^d 
UMND'^ieitanBple when they «igt)ed//thw 
ssftines^- and chiistened their childr^fii- 
Sridgetand' Joan/ and Dorothy and AliQ«» 
hKve been discarded ; and. while the mqre 
I'anfabttc went abroad, for Cecilia, Ameliag» 
and Wilhelmina^ they of a better taste rq-t 
il^red to their own history for such sweet 
iilajme0iaR'£intna and Eiiinieline. ^ ^ > 

* ^^T^hf planner in which' the-* English ab- 
bniviate ibeir' baptismal names is. unl^n 
oo^nlably irrcguWi > If. a boyibeohrisjlff: 
eA«dtfi>h6j his mother calls him Ja^ky^. 
at)dhi^ father Jack j' VVtUuix^ in like man-i 



'^Wi^' r/ni, ■i'n)l)o'// -.c vrlv.ont;'/// 

io. ji sjf^te p^ co^9 paratjvft ^>ar)>*ri8pi f.TJber^^i 
the son of John Thomas.u^d tQ.,t>e,TTlQTi 
inafl.Jphni, ajx^^^U^s^jn ag*i/a Joh^^fJjjp- 
de^qent.., ifbe. nwes ia, general, ,li^e^,||i{^| 
lauigq^ge, . though iafinitely. k3S 4)arli^^-p^^, 

to 9^ ,fl|outbern eyjj,,,£jn4 3M%ientJy,<:ac.9r 
pboftous, to ^ ^outh^rij^ eajr^ - . - _^ 
' Th^.mootbs are called after^.tb^ La^n ^^^ 
wUb U8,.axu| differ i-athpjr J^pftoHfi thje.,9jri^jj 
g'm^l, as qx^Xti X^,\fr;vp^f^^)p^f^^^^^ 






Wednesday or Woden's day; Jueves^ 
TliWsda^ or Thor's iky ; ViemeSj Friday 
or'^rea'sday ; Sdiaifo, Saturday orSurtury 
dVj^'f^tfomlftgOj Sunday or the Day of the 
Sim.' ' 'Saturday indeed is usually deduced 
ffeitl*;bfe5 Satufni\ but it is not likely lhat\ 
this 'R'obAh ddty should have maintained 
hfs'jiAst singly, when all the rest of his 
teltbws were displaced. 

* Frfdayi insttrad of Tuesday, is the un- 
liiifey (dhy of the English, who arc just as. 
siip^r^titious as'vvei are, though in a dif-^ 
fereiit w'ay. It is the common day of cx- 
eciitioi), eicept in cases of murder ; when, 
ad'the' sentence is by law to be executed the 
day after it is pronounced, it is always 
passed on Saturday, tha«t the criminal may ' 
have the Sabbath to make his pence with 
Heaven. I could remark more freely upon 
the inhumanity of allowing. so short a re- ' 
SfiiVe, did 1 not remember the vvorse inhu*' 
mahity of withholding the sacrament from.. • 



wr(;tcli!es in. lbis^eddfti|(Brtuatloni ^ ^o ' 
person here is ever mari^d oil a Friday; 
nor will the 8ail<)rs, if th^y can possibly 
avoid it, put to sea upon that, day,:, these 
foHies are contagious 3 ^lod tV\e paptains, as 
well as the crewj will rathci' lose a fi'ir 
wind thanbegiti the voyage §6 'tinlucki!;^. 
Sailofi'6' \ve ktibw ai<e everv whei'i' supier- 
siitious, and well may they be so. 

If it rains on St. Swilhin'a, they fancy 
it will rain every day for* the'%fe)c( Ifetly 
days* On St. Valentine'^ it i^ bdttf^y^^* 
that the birds chooJifc their roAtCi?'l?»d;4l^^ 
first person you see in the morttiftg ■ i«^^* 
be your lover, whotii they call A V^lifetittM?, 
after the saint. Amoiig the mauff oddT 
things which I shall take home, is bn^ of- 
the pieces of cut paper which ihey^erid^* 
about on this day, with verses^in thi? mid-^J- 
die, usuaUy acrostics, to acodrd with lh«; 
hearts, and darts, and billing doves re^e*-' 
sesnted all rburid, either in coloui^ or by/^ 
tile scissaf^. How a SAitU attd a bishop' 
ciiHe to be the natioiUal* Cupidy Heavegt" 



thought it exAraordinary* ^ • i v. ^, ; . . . ; ^ ri 

Bishop Valentine 
Left' us examples to do deeds of cliaritjr; ' 
<ro fcetf the hungry, clothe the nAfced, visit * ' 
Xfal^ weak and sick, to entertain the pdor/ 
And give the dead a Chrisiian fuuei?ai. : . . 

Ti^ese wei:e the works of piety lie did prac^ffe, , '. 
And hade us imitate ; not loo|^ for lovers 
Or iiandsome imttges to pleas^'our senses. 

^Tih^ heretics, you sec>>n«ed not ridicule:. 
u^for bUjediiig our horsed on St. Stephen:**, - 
aiid! grafiiog out treea^n the day oi; ther: 
Atmu^oiation. i.. 

^Maoy other traces of the old religion re*- : 
nf^n in the calendar, and indeed every 
wfeere^fbut.aU to as little purpose. Christ* • 
97te9^ Gandlemo^^ Lady^day, Micbaelwai ;; • 
they are become mere words, and the pri* 
niiiry sigiuiicatioii utterly out of mind* In 
tl^e tnap you see St, Alban's, St. Neot'5> 
Su Colun^b's, &c. The churches all over 
the, country are dedicated. to sainis whose 
legends are qui tfjf'orgp.tteu, even upon tb« 
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spot. You find a statue of king Charles 
in the place of Charing- Cross, one of the 
bridges is called Black-Friars, one of the 
streets the Miuujries;' T»hcre is a place 
called the Sanctuary, a Pater-Noster-Row, 
ami an Ave»Mar ia Jaawci Every where I 
find these vestiges of Catholicism, which 
gr<rte'to a Ca%afie tffV^dirtg^rrxteeptV^ldte^ 
hiitfholy/ tHah the scholif feeli"kr!Slt^\he 
ruins of Rome or Athetts.' ■ ^'' ^* *'^' 
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the Game, — Rurql-^orf^* .,.j)\ - , ^-/i;', 

The king of England has a regular bug- 
destroyer in his household ! a relic no 
doubt of dirtier (imes ; for the English arc 
a truly clean people^ and have an abhor-r 
r«nce of all vermin. This loathsome in* 
sect seems to have been imported from 
France. An English traveller of the early 
part of the seventeenth century calls it the 
French punaise; which should imply either 
that the bug was unknown in his time, or 
had been so newly imported as to be still 
regarded as a Frenchman. It is still con- 
fined to large cities, and is called in the 
country, where it is known only by iiarae^ 
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■ the London bug ; a proof of foreign ex- 
traction. 

It seems to be the curse of this country 
lo catch vermin from all others : the Hes- 
sian fly devours their turnips ^ an insect 
from America has fastened upon the appTe- 
trces^ and is d^troying them^ ittfuveh 
onward about a Iea:gue in a year, ana no 
means have yet been ditcovered of check* 
ing its progress. The cockroach of the 
West Indies Infests all hottses near t&'e 
river in London, and all sea^^ix^irt towns; 
ami the Norway rats hafve fairly extit|Nited 
the aboriginal ones, and taken possession 
of the land by right of conquest- As tbcy 
came In about the sairne time as the reign<f 
ing family, the panrtisans of tlie Stiutrtil 
used to call them Hanovcriarrs, They 
multiply prodigiously, and their boldness 
and ferocity almost surpass beiief : I have 
been told of men froin^ whoae heads they 
have sucked the powd«:r and pomatum dii* 
ring their steep, and of children whomi 
they llave aiti^ckeiil iri diio lughi dad triaa«« 



gled. If the an'uBalsL of the t^x^nh should 
migrate^ like their country barba^ians^ in 
successive shoals^ each shoal fiercer than 
the last^ it is the hamsters^ turn to, come 
after the rats> and the people of ElngUod 
must take care af themselves. An inva- 
sioa by rafts and gun boats would be less 
dangerous. 

A lady of J.'s acquaintance was exceed* 
ingly desirous^ when she was in Andalusia, 
to^ bring a few live locusts home with her, 
that bhe might introduce such beautiful 
x^reatures into England. Certainly, had she 
succeeded, she ought to have applied to the 
board of agriculture for a reward. 

Foxes are imported from France in time 
of peace, and turned loose upon the south 
coaat to keep up the breed for hunting. 
There is. ceutainly no race of pcoprle, not 
even the. hunting tribes of savages, who 
delight so passionately as the English m 
this sport. The fox-hunter of the last 
generation was a character as utterly un- 
like any^ oth^r in society ^aud as t^tall^/^^^ 
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sorbed in his own pursuits, as the alche- 
mist. His whole thoughts were respect- 
ing his hounds and horses ; his whole 
anxiety, that the weather mighti be favour- 
able for the sport ; his whole conversation 
was of the kennel and stable, and of the 
history of his chases. One of the last of 
this species, who died not many years ago, 
finding himself seriously ill, rode off to the 
nearest town, and bade the waiter of the 
inn bring him in some oysters and porter, 
and go for a physician. When the physi- 
cian arrived he said to him, *^ Doctor, I am 
devilish ill, — and you must cure me by 
next month, that I may be ready for fox- 
hunting." This however was beyond the 
doctor's power. / One of his acquaintance 
called in upon him some little time after, 
and asked what was his complaint. ** They 
tell me," said he, " ^t is a dyspepsy. I don't 
Icnow what that is, but some damn'd thing 
or other, I suppose !" — a definition of 
w hich every sick man will feel the force. 
£ut this race is extinct, or exists only 
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ill a few families, i a which the passioa has 
so long heen handed down from father to 
8on» that it is become a sort of hereditary 
disease. The great alteration in society 
which has taken place during th^ present 
reign, tends to make men more like one 
another. The agriculturist has cauglit the 
spirit of commerce; the merchant is edu- 
cated like the nobleman ; the sea-officer has 
the {Polish of high life; and London is now 
so often visited, that the manners of the 
metropolis are to be found in every couu* 
try gentleman's house. But though hunt- 
ing has ceased to be the exclusive business 
of any person's life, except a huntsman's, it 
is still pursued with an ardour and despe- 
rate perseverance beyond even that of 
savages : the prey is their object, for which 
they set their, snares or lie patiently in 
wait! — here the pleasure is in the pursuit. 
It is no uncommon thing to read in the 
newspapers of a chase of ten or twelve 
leagiieSi-**remember, all this at full speed, 
and without intermission,^-dogs, men, 
VOL, I. o 



590 LETTER XXV. 

and horses equally eager and equally de- 
lighted , though not equally fatigued. Facts 
are recorded in the annals of sporting, how 
the hunted animal, unable ^ escape^ has 
sprung from a precipice, and some of the 
hounds have followed it; and of a stag, 
which, after one of these'unmerciful pur- 
suits, returned to its own lair, and, leaping 
a high boundary with its last efibrt, dropped 
down dead,— the only hound which had 
kept up with it to the last, dying in like 
manner by its side. The present king, whd 
is remarkably fond of the sport, once fol- 
lowed a deer till the creature died with 
pure fatigue. 

This was the only English custom which 
William of Nassau thoroughly arid heartily 
.adopted, as if he had been an Englishman 
himself. lie was as passionately addicted 
to it as his present successor, and rode as 
boldly, making it a point of honour never 
to be outdone in any leap,, however peril- 
ous. A certain Mr. Cherry, who was 
devoted to the exiled family^ took.occa-> 
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siou of this^ tp form perhaps the most 
pardonable design which ever was laid 
against a king's life. He regularly joined 
tb'e royal hounds^ .put himself foremost^ 
and took the most desperate leaps^ in the 
hope that William might break his neck 
in following him. One day, however, he 
accomplished one so imminently hazard* 
ous, that the king when he came to. the 
spot shook his head and drew back. 

Shooting is pursued with the same zeal. 
Many a man, who^ if a walk of three 
leagues were proposed to him would shrink 
from it as an exertion beyond his strengtl}, 
will walk from sun-rise till a late dinner 
hour, with a gun upon his shoulder, over 
heath and mountain, never thinking of 
distance, and never feeling fatigue. A 
game book, as it is called, is one of the re^ 
gular publications, wherein the sportsman 
may keep an account of all the game he 
kills, the time when, the place where, and 
chronicle the whole history of his cam* 
paigns ! The preservation of the gam^ 

o 2 
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becomes necessarily an object of peculiar 
interest to the gentry, and t\ie laws upon 
this subject are enforced with a rigour un* 
known in any other part of Europe. In 
spite of this, it becomes scarcer every year: 
poaching, that is, killing game without a 
privilege so to do, is made a trade : the 
stage coaches carry it from all parts of the 
kingdom to the metropolis for sale, and 
the larders of all the great inns are regu- 
larly supplied; they who would eagerly 
punish the poacher never failing to en- 
tcourage him by purchasing from his em- 
ployers. Another cause of destructibn 
arises from the resentment of the farmers, 
who think that, as the animals are fed upon 
their grounds, it is hard that tbey should 
be denied the privilege of profiting by them. 
At a public meeting of the gentry in one 
of the northern provinces, a hamper came 
directed to the president, containing two 
tbouss^d partridges' eggs carefully packed. 
Some species by these continual persecu- 
tions have been quite rooted out^ others 
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are nearly extinct, and others only to be 
found in remote parts of the isUnd. 
Sportsmen lament this^ and naturalists 
lament it also with better reason. 

One of the most costly works which I 
shall bring home is a complete treatise 
upon rural sports, with the most beautiful 
decorations that I have ever seen : it con- 
tains all possible information upon the. 
subject, the best instructions, and annals of 
these sciences, as they may be termed in 
England. I have purchased it' as an ex> 
qi\isite specimen of English arts, and ex- 
cellently characteristic of the country, 
more especially as being the work of a 
clergyman. He might have seen in his 
Sible that the mighty hunters there are not 
mentioned as examples ; and that, when 
Christ called the fishermen, he bade them, 
leave the pursuit, for from thenceforth 
they should catch men. 
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Poor "Laws. — JVbrk- Houses. ^^Stifferhtg9 

_ of the Poor from the Climate. — Dei»- 

gerous State of England during the 

Scarcity. — The Poor not bettered by the 

Progress of Civilization.. 

With us chanty is a religious duly, with 
the English it is an affair of law. We 
support the poor, by alms; in England a 
tax is levied to keep them from starving, 
and^ enormous as the amount of this tax 
is, it is scarcely sufficient for the purpose. 
This evil began immediately upon the dis- 
solution of the monasteries. They who 
were accustomed to receive food at the 
convent door, where they could ask. it 
without shame because it was given as an 
act of piety, had then none to look up to 
for bread. A systeni of parish taxation^ 
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was soon therefore established, and new 
laws from time to, time enacted to redress 
new grievances, the evil still outgrowing 
the remedy, till the poor-laws have become 
the disgrace qf the statutes, and it is sup- 
posed that at this day a tenth part of the 
whole population of England receive re-v 
gular parish pay. 

Thfe disposal of this money is vested iu 
certain officers called overseers. The office 
is so troublesome that the gentry rarely op 
never undertake it, and it usually devolves 
upion people rather below the middle rank, 
who are rigidly parsimonious in the distdt 
&ution of their. trust. If they were uni- 
formly thus frugal of the parish purse, it 
would be laudable, or at least excusable ; 
but where their own enjoyments ure con^ 
cemed, they are inexcusably lavish of th£ 
money collected for better purposes,^, 0^ 
every pretext of parish business, hW^^veir 
slight, a dinner is ordered for the officers;* 
While they indulge themselves. ;ihey ikal 
'barely by the poor, and^ive/r^luciai^tjy 
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what they cannot withhold. The beadsi^an 
at the convent door receives a blessing 
with his pittance, but the poor man here 
is made to feci his poverty as a reproach ; 
his scanty relief is bestowed ungraciously, 
and ungraciously received ; there is neither 
charity in him that gives, nor gratitude.in 
him that takes. Nor is this the worst evil : 
as each parish is bound to provide for its 
own poor, an endless source of oppres«*ion 
and litigation arises from the necessity of 
keeping out ^all persons likely to become 
chargeable. We talk of the liberty of the 
English, and they talk of their ownJt* 
berty ; but there is no liberty in England 
for the poor. They are no longer sold 
with the soil, it is true ; but they cannot 
quit the soil, if there be any probability 
or suspicion that age or infirmity may dis- 
able them. If in such a case ihey endea- 
,vour to remove to some situation where 
they hope more easily to maintain them- 
selves, where work is more plentiful, or 
provisions cheaper, the overseers are 
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alarmed ; the intruder is apprehended as if 
he were a criminal, and sent back to his 
own parish. Wherever a paitper dies, that 
parish must be at the cost of his funeral : 
instances therefore have not been wanting^ 
of wretches in the last stage of disease 
having been hurried away in an open- cart 
upon straw, and dying upon the road. 
Nay, even women in the very pains of 
labour have been driven out, and have 
perished by the way-side, because . the 
birth-place of the child would be its parish. 
"Such acts do not pass without reprehen- 
sion ; but no adequate punishment can be 
inflicted, and the root of the evil lies bi 
the laws. 

The principle upon which the poor-laws 
seem to have been framed is this: The 
price of labour is conceived to be adequate 
to the- support of the labourer. If the 
season be unusually hard, or his family 
larger.,^han he can maintain, the parish 
then as»sts him ; rather afibrding a specific 
rrelief than raising the price of labour, bq- 

o 5 
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cause if wages were increased^ it wdold 
injure the main part of the labouring poor 
instead of benefiting them : a fact^ how* 
ever mortifying to. the natibnal character^ 
aCifiiciently proved by experience. They 
would spend more money at the alehouse^ 
working less and drinking more, till the 
habits of idleness and drunkenness- 
strengthening each other would reduce 
them to a ^tate of helpless and' burthen- 
some poverty. Parish pay, therefore, is a 
means devised for increasing the wages of 
those persons only to whom the increase h 
really advantageous, and at times only 
when it' is reaHy necessary. 

Plausible as this may at first appear, it is- 
fiallacionsy as all reasonings will be found 
which assume for their basis the depravity 
of human nature. The industrious by 
,thi8 plan are made to suffer for the spend- 
thrift. They are prevented from laying by 
the surplus of their earnings for the* sup- 
port of their declining years, lest other* 
not so provident should squander it. Bui 
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the consequeoce is^ that the parish is at 
laat obliged to s&pport both ; for, if the 
labourer in the priuie of his youth and 

. strength cannot earn more than bis sub*-' 
sistence, be must necessarily in his old 
age earn less. 

When the poor are incapable of con-» 
tributipg any longer to their own support^ 
tbcy areremoved to what is called the work"- 
house.. I cannol express to you the. feel--. 
mg of. hopelessness -and dread with which > 
all the decent poor look on to this wretched 
termination of a life of labour. To this 
place all vagrants are sent for punishment ; 
unmarried women with> child go here to be 
delivered; and poor <M'phans and base-born 
children are brought up here till they are 

. ef age to be apprenticed off; the other 
inn^ates are tho^e unhappy people who arc^ 
utterly helpless, parish idiots and madmen^ 
the blind and the palsied, and tb^ old 
who are fairly worn out^ It is not in tbQ 
nature of things that the superiii^cndants of 
such institutions as these sbiom^ld be geativ*.- 
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hearted^ ivhen the superititendance is un- 
dertaken merely for the sake of the salary; 
and^ in this country^ religion is out of .the 
question. There are always enough com- 
petitors for the management^ among those 
people who can get no better situation ; 
but^ whatever kindliness of disposiuon tfa<y 
may bring with them to the task> it is soon 
* perverted by the perpetual sight of depra- 
vity and of sufiering. The management 
of children who grow up without one na- 
tural affection — ^where ther^ is none to love 
them^ and consequently none whom they 
can love-^-^would alone be sufficient to 
sour a happier disposition than is usually 
brought to the government of a work- 
house. 

To this society of wretchedness the la- 
bouring poor of England look on, as tbeir 
last resting-place on this side the grave ; 
and gather than enter abo'des so miserable, 
they endure the severest privations as 
long as it is possible to exist. A feeling 
«>f honest pride makes them shrink from 
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a place where guilt and poverty are con- 
founded ; and it is heart-breaking for 
those who have reared a family of their 
own^ to be subjected in their old age to the 
harsh and unfeeling autliority of persons 
younger thspi themselves, neither better 
bom nor better bred* They dread also the 
disrespectful and careless funeral which 
public charity, or rather law, bestows ; 
imd many a wretch denies himself the few 
sordid comforts within his reach, that he 
may hoard up enough to purchase a more 
^decent burial, a better shroud, or a firmer 
coffin, than the parish will afford. 

The wealth of this nation is their own 
boast, and the envy of all the rest of Eu- 
rope ; yetin no other country^is there so 
much poverty^r-nor is poverty any where 
else attended with such actual suffering. 
Poor as our own country is, the poor Spa- 
niard has resources and comforts which are 
denied to the Englishman : above all, he 
enjoys a climate which rarely or never 
subjects him to physical suffering. Per* 
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haps -the {>ain*-4he positive bodtty pain 
which the poor here endure from eddy 
may be esteemed the worst evil of theip 
poverty. Coal is every where dear, ex- 
eept inthe neighbourhood of the collieries ; 
and especially so in London, where the, 
number of the poor is of course greatest. 
You see women raking the ashes ii> the 
streets^ for the sake of the half-burnt cin- 
ders. What a picture does one of their, 
houses present in the depth of winter I 
the old cowering over a few embers — ^thc 
children shivering in rags, pale and livid*— < 
all the activity and joyousness natural to 
their time of life chilled within them. — . 
The numbers who perish from diseases 
produced by exposure to cold and rain^ hy* 
unwholesome food, and by the want of 
enough even of that, would startle as well 
as shock you. OF the children of the 
poor, |;iardly one third are reared^ . . :; 
During the late war the interniri peace 
of the country was twice cndavrgered by. 
scarcities. Many riot» broke out, though 
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fewer than were apprebended, and though 
the people on the whole behai^d with ex-* 
emplary patience. Nor were the rich deiin 
cient'in charily. There is no coantry in 
the world where money is so willingly 
given for public purposes of acknowledged 
utility. Subscriptions were raised in ali 
paints, and associations formed, to supply 
^e distressed with food, either gratui- 
tously, or at a cheaper rale ihaa the mar^^ 
ket price. But though the danger was felt 
and confessed, and though the military 
fofce of London was called out to quell 
an incipient insurrection, no measure 
ha^e been taken to prevent a return of the 
evil. With all its boasted Wealth ' and 
prosperity, England is at the mercy of the 
seasons. One un favourable harvest occa- 
sions dearth : and what the consequences' 
of famine would be in a^ country where 
the poor are already so numerous and sa 
wretched, is ^ question which the boldest 
Itatesman dares not ask himself*'. Whea 
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volunteer forces were raised over the king- 
dom, the poor were excluded ; it was not 
thought safe to trust them with arms. 
But the peasantry are^ and ought to be^ the 
strength of every country ; and woe to tt^at 
country where the peasantry and the poor 
are the same ! 

Many causes have contributed to the 
rapid increase of this evil. The ruinous 
wars of the present reign, and the oppres- 
sive system of taxation pursued by the late 
premier, are among the principal. But 
the manufacturing system is the main 
cause ; it is the inevitable tendency of that 
system to multiply the number of the 
poor^ and to make them vicious^ diseased, 
and miserable. 

To answer the questibn concerning the 
comparative advantages of the savage and 
social states, as Rousseau has done, is to 
commit high treason against human m- 
ture, and blasphemy against Omniscient 
Goodness i biit tliey who say that society 
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ought to stop where it is^ and that it has 
no further amelioration to expect, do not 
le^ blaspheme the one^ and betray the 
other. The improvements of society never • 
rc^acb the poor^ they have been station- 
ary, whik the higher classes were pro- 
gressive. The gentry of the land arc 
better lodged, better accommodated, bet- 
ter educated than their ancestors ; the 
poor man lives in as poor a dwelling as 
his forefathers when they were slaves of 
the soil, works as hard, is worse fed, 
and not better taught. His situation, 
therefore, is relatively worse. There is^ 
indeed, no insuperable bar to his rising 
into a higher order-^his children may be 
tradesmen, merchants, or even* nobles — 
but this political advantage is no amend- 
ment of his actual state. The best con-' 
ceivable state for man is that wherein he 
has the full enjoyment of all his powers, 
bodily and intellectual. This is the lot 
of the higher classes in Europe ; the poor 
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enjoys neither — the savage only the for- 
mer. If, therefore, religion were out of 
the question, it had been happier for the 
poor man to have been bom among sa- 
vages, than in a civilized country^ where 
he is in fact the victim of civilization. 
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Saint TauVs* — j^necdoie of a female Es^^ 
quimaux. — Defect of Grecian Architec-- 
ture 171 cold Climates. — Nakedness of the 
Church. — Monuments. — Pictures offered 
by Sir Joshua Reynolds^ ^c*, and refused * 
— Ascent. — View from the Summits 

The cathedral church of St. Paul is not 
more celebrated than it deserves to be. No 
other nation in modern times has reared 
so magnificent a monument of piety. I 
never behold it without regretting that such 
a church should be appropriated to heretic 
cal worship; — that, like a whited §epul«- 
chre, there should be death within. 

In the court before the grand entrance 
stands a statue of Queen Anne, instead of 
a cross ; a figure as ill-executed as it is ili*> 
placed, which has provoked some epigrams 
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even in this country^ indifferent as the 
taste in sculpture is here^ and little as is the 
sense of religious decorum. On entering 
the church I was impressed by its magni- 
tude. A fine anecdote is related of the 
effect this produced upon a female Esqui- 
maux ; — quite overpowered with wonder 
when she stood under the dome^.she lean- 
ed upon her conductor^ as if sinking 
under the strong feeling of awe, and fear- 
fully asked him, ^^ Did man make it ? 
or was it put here?" My own sensations 
were of the same character, yet it was 
wonder at human power unmingled with 
^ny other kind of awe ; not that feeling 
which a temple should inspire ; not so 
much a sense that the building in which J 
stood was peculiarly suitable for worship, 
as that it could be suitable for nothing else. 
Gothic architecture produces the effect of 
sublimity, though always without simpli- 
city, and pften without n^agnitude ; so 
perhaps does the Saracenic ; if the Grecian 
ever produce the same effect it is by mag- 
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nitude alone. But the architecture of the 
aiitients is altered^ and materially injured 
by the alteration^ when adapted to cold cli- 
mates^ where it is necessary when the 
light is admitted to exclude the air : the 
windows have always a littleness^ always 
appear misplaced } they are holes cut in 
the wall : not, as in the Gothic, natural 
and essential parts of the general structure. 
Tlie air in all the English churches 
which I have yet entered is damp, cold, 
confined and unwholesome, as if the graves 
beneath tainted it. No better proof can 
b^ required of the wisdom of enjoining 
incense. 1 have complained that the area 
in their ordinary churches is crowded j but 
the opposite fault is perceivable in this 
great cathedral, llie choir is but a very 
small part of the church 5 service was go- 
ing on there, being hurried over as usual 
an week-days, and attended only by two 
or three old women, whose piety deserved 
to meet with better instructors. The ver- 
gers, however, -paid so much respect to 
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this 8errice> such as it is^ that they would 
not show us the church till it was orer. 
There are no chapelsj no other altar than 
that in the choir ; — For what then can the 
heretics have erected so huge an edifice ? 
It is as purposeless as the Pyramids. 

Here are suspended all the flags which 
were taken in the naval victories of the late 
war. I do not think that the natural feel- 
' ing which arose within me at peeing the 
Spanish colours among them influences 
me, when I say that they do not ornament 
the church, and that, even if they did, the 
church is not the place for them. They 
T?»ight be appropriate offerings in a temple of 
Mars ; br cerr^inly there is nothing in the 
revealed will of God which teaches us that 
he should be jetter pleased with the blood 
of man in batile, than with that of bulls 
and of goais'in sacrifice. The palace, the 
houses of legislature, the admiralty, and 
the lower where the regalia are deposited, 
shpuld be decorated with these trophies ; 
so also should Greenwich be, the noble 
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asvlum For their old seamen : and even in 
the church a flag might perhaps fitly be 
hung over the tomb of him who won it 
and fell in the victory. Monuments are 
erecting here to all the naval captains who 
fell in these actions ; some of them are 
i^ot finished j those which are do little 
honour to the arts of England. The art- 
ists know not what todo witlvtheir villa- 
nous costume^ and^ to avoid uniforms in 
marble^ make their unhappy statues half 
naked. One of these represents the dying 

' captain as falling into Neptune's arms; — e 
dreadful situation for a dying captain^jf 
would be, — he would certainly take the o^, 
sea-god for the Devil, and tl^riJi^pt for the^ 
pitchfork with which he tosses .ftb<>ut souls 
in the fire. Will sculptors ijei^gr^^perceiv^ 
the absurdity of allegorizii^^ ^tone 1 

There are but few of these; mpi^uraents 
as yet, because the English never thought 
of making St. Paul's the mausoleum of 

-their great men, till they had crowded 
VVestminster Abbey with the illustrious 
3 
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and ihe obscure indiscriminately. They 
now seem to have discovered the nakedness 
of this huge edifice, and to vote parlia- 
mentary monuments to every sea captain 
who falls in battle, for the sake of filling it 
as fa«t as possible. This is making the 
honour too common. It is only the name 
of the commander in chief which is al- 
ways necessarily connected with that of 
the victory ; he, therefore, is the only indi- 
vidual to whom a national monument 
ought to be erected. If he survives the 
action, and it be thought expedient, as I 
willingly allow it to be, that every victory 
should have its monument, let it be, like 
the stone at Thermopylae, inscribed tp the 
memory of all who fell. The commander 
in chief may deserve a separate comipe* 
moration ; the responsibility of the engage- 
mcQt rests upon him ; and to him the me- 
rit of the victory, as far as professional 
skill is entitled to it, will, whether justly 
or not, be attributed, though assuredly in 
most cases with the strictest justice* But 
] 
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v^'hatev.er may have beeft the merit of the 
subordinate officers, the rank which they 
hold 18 not sufficiently conspicuous. The 
historian will mention them, but the reader 
wiU'not remember them because they are 
mentioned but once^ and it is only to 
those who are remembered that statues 
should be voted ; only to those who live in 
the hearts and in the mouths of the peo- 
ple, ^ " Who is this }" is a question which 
will be asked at every statue ; but if after 
the verger has named the person represent- 
ed it is still necessary to ask " Who is 
he ?'' the statue is misplaced in a national 
mausoleum. 

These monuments are too few as yet 
to produce any other general effect than a 
wish that there were more ; and the naked- 
ness of these wide walls without altar, 
chapel, confessional, picture, or offering, is 
striking and dolorous as you may sup- 
pose. Yet if such honours were awarded 
without any immediate political motive, 
there are many for whom they might just- 
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ly be claimed ; for Cook for instaocej ihe 
first navigator, without reproach ; for 
Bruce> the most intrepid abd successful of 
modern travellers ; for lady Wortlcy Mon- 
tague, the best of all letter-writers, aod 
the benefoctress of Europe. ^ I/' said W., 
who was with me, *^ should demand one for 
sir Walter Raleigh ; and even you, Spa* 
niard as you are, would not, I ihink, con-? 
test the claim ; it should he^for intro- 
ducing tobacco into Christendom, far 
which he deserves a statue of pipe-makeri.' 
clay/' 

Some five-and-twenty or thirty years 

ago the best English artists offered to paint 

pictures and give them to this cathedral ]— r 

England had never greater painters to boast 

of than at that time. The thing, however^ 

was not so easy as you might imagine,* 

and it was necessary to obtain the consthtf 

of the bishop, the chapter, the lord niayoi^ 

and the king. The king loves the art*^ 

and willingly consented ; the lord mayor 

and the chapter made no.objectioa ; but 



4lfebiiibop positively refused; for no other' 
ttason, it is niidy than because the first ap* 
jilicfttiofi had hot been made to him. Per^^ 

^ haps some puritanical feeling may have^ 
been Tningled ^ilh this despicable pridey 
some leaven of the old Iconoclastic and 
Lutheran barbarism ; ' but as long as the 
iiaroes of Barry and of sir Joshua Reynolds' 
are remembered in this C4Duntry, and re- 
membered they will be as long as the works 
afnd the- fame of a painter can endure, so 
l#ng^wi]i the provoking absurdity of ihi« 
refusal be execrated*. 

The monuments and the body of the 

♦ A story, even less honourable than this to the 
dean and chapter of St. Paurs is current at \his 
present time, which if false should be contradicted, 
and if true should be generally known. Upon the 
death of Barry the painter it was wished to erect a 
tablet to his memory in this cathedral^ and the dean 
and chapter were applied to for pentiission so to 
do : the answer was, tliat the fee was a thousand 
pofiids. In reply to this unexpected demand^ it 
was' represented that Barry had been a poor man, 
a*d: that the ' mdnument was desr^nod bv V^ 
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church nay be teen gratuitoasly ; a price 
ift required for adroitunce to any thing 
above stairs, and for fourpenny^ sixpennyf 
and shilling fees we were admitted to see 
the curiosilies of the building ; — a model 
something differing from the present struc* 
ture, and the work of the same great ar- 
chitect ; a geometrical staircase, at the 
top of which the door closes with a tre- 
mendous sound ; the clock, whose huge 
bell in a calm day, when what little wind 
is 8tirrii)g is from the east, may be beard 

friends us a niark of respect to his genius ; that 
it would not be large> and consequently might 
stand in a situation where there was not room 
tor a larger. Upon this it was answered, that, in 
comuderation of these circumttances, perhaps five 
hundred pounds might be taken. A second remon- 
{4tranrc was made: a chapter was convened to con- 
•iider tlic matter, and the final answer was, tliat 
nothing IcssUtaii a thousand pounds could be taken. 
}i (his be false it should be publicly conti^dicted, 
espet^ialiy as any tiling dishonourable will be rea- 
dily believed concerning St. Paul's, since lord Nel- 
5»on*s coffin was shown there ia the grave for a 
4/ii/ling a head.— Tu. 
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iive leagues over the plain at Windsor; 
and a whispering gallery, the great ainuse- 
rnent of children and wonder of women, 
and which is indeed at first sufficiently 
startling. It is just below the dome ; and 
when I was on the one side and my guide 
on the other, the whole breadth of the 
dome being between us, he shut- to the 
door, and the sound was like a peal of 
thunder rolling among the mountains. — 
^'he scratch x)f a pin against the wall, and 
the lowest whisper were distinctly heard 
acjoss. Ttie inside of the cupola Is co- 
vered with pictures by a certain sir James 
Thornhill : they are too high to be seen 
* distinctly from any place except tlie gallery , 
immediately under them, and if there were 
nothing else to repay the fatigue of the 
ascent it \vould be labour in vain. 

Much as T had been impressed by the 
size»of the buildipg on first entering it, 
my sense of its magnitude was heightened 
by the prodigious length of the passages 
which we traversed, and the seeming end- 
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les^ness of the steps we mounted. Wc 
kept close to our conductor with a sense of 
danger: that it is dangerous to do other^ 
wise was exemplified not long since by a 
person who lost himself here, and remain:- 
€d two days and nights in this dismal soli- 
tude. At length he reached one of the 
towers in the front ; to make himself beard 
was impossible ; he tied his handkerchief 
to his stick and hung it out as a signal of 
distress^ which at last was seen from be- 
low^ and he was rescued. The best plan 
in such cases would be to stop the clock, 
if the way to it could be found. 

In all other towers which I had ever 
ascended^ the ascent was fatiguing, but no 
ways frightful. Stone steps winding round 
and round a stone pillar from the bot- 
tom up to the top, with just room to ad- 
mit you between the pillar and the wall, 
make the limbs ache and the head giddy, 
but there is nothing to give a sense of dan- 
ger. Here was a totally difltrent scene : 
the ascent was up the cupola, by stair* 
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leases and stages of wood^ which had all 
the 3eeming insecurity of scaffolding. Pro- 
jecting beams hung with cobwebs and 
black with dust, the depth below, the ex- 
tent of the gloomy dome within which we 
were enclosed, and the light which just 
served to *diow all this, sometimes dawn«> 
ing before us, sometimes fading away be- 
hind, now slanting from one side^ and 
now leaving us almost in utter darkness : 
of such materials you may conceive bow 
terrifying a scene may be formed, and you 
know how delightful it is to contemplate 
images of terror with a sense of security. 

Having at last reached the summit of 
the dome, I was contented. The way up to 
the cross was by a ladder ; and as we could 
already see as far as the eye could reach^ 
there was nothing above toreward me for a 
longer and more laborious ascent. The old 
bird's-eye views which are now disused be- 
cause they are out of fashion^ \iere of more 
use 'than any thing which supplies their' 
jilace; half plan, half pictiu"e, they. gave 
an idea of the place which they re^reseated 
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mors flccuntcly than pictures^ and more 
Tifidly than plans. I would bare climbed 
St, Paul's^ if it had been only to see Lon- 
don thus mapped below me^ and though 
there had been nothing beantifiul or kublime 
in the view : few objects, however; are so 
sublime, if bv sublimity we understand 
that which completely fills the imagination 
to the utmost measure of its powers, as 
the view of a huge city thus seen at once '3 
— house-roofs, the chimneys of whick 
formed so manv turrets; towers and stee- 
pies ; the trees and gardens of the inns of 
court and the distant .squares forming so* 
many green spots in the map ; Westminster 
Abbey on the one hand with Westminster 
IlaU, an object scarcely less conspicuous; 
on the other the Monument^ a prodigious 
column worthy of a happier occasion and 
a less lying inscription ; the Tower and the 
masts of the shipping rising behind it; 
the river with its three bridges and all its 
boats and barges \ the streets immediately 
within view blackened with moving swarms 
of men. and lines of carriasres. To thei 
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nbrth were Hampstead andf Highgate on 
their eminences^ southward the Surrj' hills, ' 
Where the city ended it was impossiWeito 
distinguish; it would have been more 
beautiful if^ as at Madrid^ the capital had 
been circumscribed within walls, and the 
open country had commenced inmiediately 
without its limits. In every direction the 
lines of bouses ran out, as far as the ^ye 
could follow them, only tbe patches of 
green were more frequently interspersed 
towards the extremity of the prospect, as 
the lines diverged further from each other. 
It was a sight which awed me and made 
me melancholy. I was looking down upon* 
the- habitations of a million of human 
beings ; upon the single spot whereon 
' were crowded together more wealth, more 
splendour, more ingenuity, more worldly 
wisdom, and, alas ! more worldly blind- 
ness, poverty, depravity, dishonesty and 
wretchedness, than upon any other spot 
in the whole habitable earth. 
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State of fie English Catholics. — Their pru' 
dent Silence m the Days of Jacolitism. 
— The Chnrch of England jealous of the 
Dissenters. — Riots in 1 780. — Effects of 
the French Revolution. — The Re^esta^ 
bl'fshmenf of the Monastic Orders in Eft' 
gland. — Kumber of Nunneries and Cd* 
tholic Seminaries. — The Poor easily am' 
verted. — Catholic Writers. — Dr. Geddes. 
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J HE shiiation of the Catholics in EngUhrd 
is far more favourable at present thaii it 
has been at any period since the on fortu- 
nate expulsion of James II. There is an 
opinion prevalent among freethinkers aifd 
schismatics that intolerance is bad policy^ 
and that religious principles hostile ta an 
establishment will die away if they aie 
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not persecuted. These reasoners have for- 
gotten that Christianity was rooted up in 
Japan^ and that here&y was extirpated 
from Spain, hy fire. ' The impolicy is in 
half measures. 

So long as the Stuarts laid claim to the 
crown J the Catholics were jealously re- 
garded as a party connected with them ; 
and even the large class of Jacobites^ as 
they ^ere called, who adhered to the old 
family merely from a principle of loyalty^ 
being obstinate heretics, looked suspi- 
ciously upon their Catholic coadjutors as 
men whose motives were di*fferent, though 
they were engaged in the same cause. 
These men would never have attempted to 
restore the Stuarts, if they had not be- 
lieved that the Protestant church establish- 
ment would remain undisturbed; they be- 
lieved this firmly, — believed that a Catholic 
king would reign oyer a nation of schis- 
matics, and make no attempt at eonvert- 
ing them; so ignorant were they of the 
piinciples of Catholicbm., 3ut no sooner 
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had the Pretender ceased to be formidable 
than the cathoHcs were forgotten, or con- 
sidered only as a religious sect of less con* 
sequence in the state, and therefore less^ 
obnoxious than any other, because neither 
nufnerous nor noisy. In fact the perse- 
cuting laws, though never enforced, were 
still in existence ; and the catholics them- 
selves, as they had not forgotten their 
bloody effects in former times, prudently 
persevered in silence. 

fortunately for them,, as soon* as they 
had ceased to be objects of sitspicioii, the 
Presbyterians became so» This body of 
dissenters had been unFformly attached ta 
the Hanoverian succession ; but whea that 
hpuse was firmly established Md all dan* 
ger from the Stuarts over^ the old feelings 
began to revive, both on the part ^of tb« 
Crown and of the Nonconformists^ What 
they call the connectmn between civil aad 
feligious freedom, or^^ as their antagonists* 
say, between schism and rebellion, made 
Ihe court jealous of .their numbers ««ik1 of 
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their principles. The clergy too, being no 
longer in danger from those whom they 
had dispossessed, began to fear those who 
would dispossess them; they laid aside 
their controversy with the Catholics,^ and 
directed their harangues and writings 
against greater trchismatics than tbem* 
selves. During such disputes our brethren 
had nothing to do but q,uietly look on, and 
rejoice that the kingdom of Beelzebub waflh 
divided against itself. 

it is true, a violent insurrection broke 
out against them in the year 1780; but 
this waS' the work of the lowest rabble^ 
led on by a ma^an. It did not originate' 
in any previous feelings, for probably ntne«» 
keatha- of the mob had never beard of po- 
pery till they^ rioted to suppress it, audit 
l«ftn<> rankling behind: on the contrary, 
as tHe Catholics had been wantonly and 
cruelly attacked, a sentiment of compas-^ 
sion for them was excited in the more re- 
spectable part of the community. 

The French Revolution materially as- 




msbed tiie trwt rdieioa. Tbc Eaglissh eler- 
g^, tranbling fior their own benefices^ wel* 
comed the emiennt prksu as brcthicDy 
JBd, fcreetting a» their former iwing* 
about AntkkrKty and Babrlon, and the 
Scarlet Wboie, hmcnted the downfall of 
rdicion in France. An outcry was taised 
a^ast the more daiing heretics at homCt 
and the tide of popular fbiy let kxMC upon 
them. While this dread of atheism pre- 
vailedy the Catholic priests obtained access 
ererjr where ; and the OQirersity of Oxford 
even supplied them with books from its 
own press. These noble confessors did 
not let the happy opportunity pass by tin- 
improved ; they sowed the seeds abundant- 
ly^ and saw the first fruits of the harvest,: . 
But the most important advantagei which 
has ever been obtained for the true religion 
since its subversion, is the re-estabiish* 
ment of the monastic oedcrs in this island^ 
from whence they had so long been pro->. 
scribed. This great object has been effected 
with admirable prudence. A few nuns 
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^ho had escaped from the atheistical per»- 
sedition in France were permitted to- live 
together^ according to their former mode 
of life. It would have been cruel to have 
^separated them^ and their establishment 
was connived at as trifling in itself^, and 
which would die a natural d^ath with its 
members. But the Catholic families^ re- 
joicing in this manifest interposition of 
Providence, made use of the opportunity, 
and found no difficulty in introducing no<^ 
rices. Thus is good always educed from 
evil ; the irruption of the barbarous na- 
tions led to their conversion ; the over- 
throw of the Greek empire occasioned the 
revival of letters in Europe ; and the per<« 
secution of Catholicism in France has 
been the eause of its establishment in 
England : the storm which threatened to 
pluck up this Tree of Life by its roots ha$ 
only scattered abroad its seed^ Not only 
have many conversions been effected, but 
even in many instances the children of 
Protestants have been inspired with such 
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holy zeal^ that^ heroically abandoning the 
worlds in spite of all the eflfortf of their 
deluded parents^ they have entered and 
professed. Some of the wiser heretics 
have seen to what these beginnings will 
kad ; but the answer to their representa- 
tions has been* the vows inav be taken at 
pleasure, and broken at j^Ieasure, for by 
the law of England such vows are not bind- 
ing. As if any law could take away the 
moral obligation of avow, and neutralise 
perjury ! May^ we not indulge a hope that 
Ihk blindness is the work of God \ 

There are at this time five Catholic col- 
leges in England and two in Scotland, 
besides twelve schools and academies for 
the instruction of boys : eleven schools . 
for females^ besides what separate ones ^re 
kept by the English Beaexlictine nuns 
from Dunkirk J the nuns of the Ancient 
English Commuuity of Brussels; the nuns • 
from Bruges \ the nj^ns^frgm Liege 3 .the 
Angus tinian nun» . from Louvain ; the; 
English Benedictine nuns from Cainbray y 
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ihe Benedictine nuns from Ghent ; those 
of the same order from Montargis ; and 
the Dominican nuns from Brussels : in all 
these communities the rules of the respec- 
tive orders are observed, and novices are 
admitted; they arc convents - as well as 
schools. The Poor Clares have fouresta- ^ 
blishments, in which only novices are re- 
ceived, not scholars ; the Teres i an s three ; 
the Benedictine nuns one. Convents of 
monks are not so numerous; and indeed 
in the presentstate of thmgs secular clergy 
are better labourers in the vineyard ; the 
Carthusians, however, have an establish- 
ment in the full rigour of their rule. Wha 
could have hoped to live to see these things 
in England ! 

The greater number of converts are made 
among the poor, who are always more 
easily converted than the rich, because 
their inheritance is not in this world, and 
they enjoy so little happiness here that 
they are more disposed to think seriously 
. of securing it for hereafter; It is. no dif- 
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;ficuU thing to make them set their hearts 
and their hopes upon heaven. Their own 
clergy neglect them ; and when they be- 
hold any one solicitous for their salvatioa 
without any interested motive, an act of 
love towards them is so unexpected and 90 
unusual^ that their gratitude prepares the 
way for truth. The charity also which our 
boly religion so particularly enjoins pro- 
duces its good effect even on earth ; prose* 
lytes always abound in the neighbourhood 
of a wealthy Catholic family. Were, the 
seminaries as active as they were ip the 
4ays of persecution, and as liberally supr 
plied with means, it would not be absurd 
to hope for the conversion of this island v 
$0 long lost to the church. 

Another circumstance greatly in favout 
of the true religion Is, that there is nq^ 
longer any difficulty or danger in publish* 
ing Catholic writings. They were formerly 
proscribed and hunted out as vigilantly as- 
prohibited books in pur own countryj but 
^Gkw the press Is open to^them^ and able 
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defenders of the truth have appeared. This 
also has been managed skilfully. To have 
openly attacked the heretical establishment 
tnight have attracted too much notice, and 
perhaps have excited alarm : nor indeed 
would the heretics have perused a work 
avowedly written with such a design. Ac- 
cordingly the form of history has been 
xised, a study of which the English are 
particularly fond. An excellent life of 
Cardinal Pole has been written, which ex* 
poses the enormities of Henry VIII, and 
4he dharacter of the wretched AnnaBoleyni 
Atiother writer, in a history of Henry 11^ 
has vindicated the memory of that blessed 
Saint Thomas of Canterbury, who is so 
vilified by all the English historians; and 
Bishop Milner, still more lately, in a work 
upon antiquities, has ventured to defend 
those excellent prelates who attempted, 
tinder Philip and Mary, to save their 
country from the abyss of heresy. 

A division for a short time amonj; the 
Catholics- themselves was' oec^ioucd' by 
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Dr. Gcddes, a priest of great learning, but 
of the inoBt irascible disposition and per- 
verse mind. This man began to translate 
the scriptures anew; and, as he avowed 
opinions destructive of their authority, as 
well as of revealed religion, his bishop 
very properly interfered, forbade him to 
proceed, and on his persieting suspeuided 
him for contumacy. He obstinately went 
on, and lived to publish two volumes of 

■ 

the text and a third of notes : the notes con- 
sist wholly of verbal criticism, and explain 
nothing, and the language of the transla- 
tion is such as almost to justify a suspicion 
that he intended to debase the holy writings, 
and render them odious. As long as he 
lived he found a patron in Lord Felre ; but 
his books are now selling at their just 
value, that is, as waste paper; and if his 
name was not inserted in the Index Expur- 
galorius it would be forgotten. 

Pope and Dryden, the two greatest En- 
glish poets, were both Catholics, though the. 
latter had been educated in the schism. 
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Number of Sects in England, all appealing 
to the Scriptures. — Puritans.-^ Non^ 
jurors. -^Bise of Socinianism, and its 
probable Downfall. 

X HB heretical sects in this country are 
so numerous^ that an explanatory dic- 
tionary of their names has been published. 
They form a curious list ! Arminians^ So- 
cinians^ Baxterians^ Presbyterians^ New 
Americans^ Sabellians^ Lutherans, Mo- 
ravianSy Swedenborgians, Athanasians^ 
Episcopalians, Arians, Sabbatarians, Tri* 
nitarians. Unitarians, Millenarians, Ne- 
cessarians, Sublapsarians, Supralapsarians, 
Antinomians, Hutch insonians, Sandemo- 
nians, Muggktonians, Baptists, Ana- 
baptists^ Paedobaptists^ MethodisU, Pa- 
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pbts^ Universalists, CaJvinists^ Material** 
ists^ Destructionists, Browi^ists^ Ind&- 
pendants, Protestants, Hugonots, Non- 
jurors, Seceders, Hernbuttcrs, Dunkers, 
Junipers, Shakers, and Quakers, &c,^ 
&c. &c.* A precious nomenclature 1 only 

* U must surely be superfluous to make anj 
comment upon the ignorant or insolent manner in 
which synonymous appellations are here classed as 
different sects. The popish author seems to have 
aimed at something like -wit by arranging them id 
rhymes: — as this could not be preserved in the 
translation, and it is a pity any wit should be lost^- 
the original, such as it is, follows : *^ Arminianos, 
Socinianos, BaxterianvSy Freshiterianos^ Nuevo$ 
Americanos, Sabellianos, Luteranos, Mvravianoi^ 
Swedenborgianos, Athanasianos, Eplscopalianos^ 
Ariajws, Sabbatarianos, Trinitarianos, VnitarianoSj 
Milknarianoiy Neceesarianas, SubiapmricdkfSy' i$t^* 
pralapsnrianos, Antinamianos, Hutchitwmiafto^f i 
Sandt monianoSf Mugg/etonianus, BaptistoSy Autt- 
baptifitas, PadobaptistaSf Methodistas, Fapistas, Uui-' 
xeisaHstaSy CalvinistaSy Muteriaiistas, Desiruicion" 
istas, BrotanistaSf Indcpendantes, ProtcstanteSf 
Hugonotos, I^tmjuteros, Secedermj HemhuUeroSf 
l>unkero9y Jumperoiy Shakeres^ y QiMl»er09.^-- -^Ih* : 
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to.be pal*alleled by the catalogue of the 
Philistines in Sanson Nazarcno *^ or the 
muster-roll of Anna de Santiago's Devils*^ 
under Aquias^ Brum and Acatu^ lieutenant- 
gienerais to Lucifer himself. 
. • This endless confusion arises from the 
want of some surer standard of faith than 
Reason and the Scriptures^ to one or both 
of which all the schismatics appeal^ mak- 
ing it their boast that they allow no other 
authority. Reason and the Scriptures I 
£ycii one of their own bishops calls Rea* 
son a box of quicksilver, and says that 
It is like a pigeon^s neck, or a shot-silk, 
appearing^ one colour to me, and another 
to you who stand in a different light* 

author, to make these names look as oncooth and 
port£utoii3 as possible, iias not translated several 
which he must have understood, and has retaiiied 
the to and k. — Tit. 

* These allusions ar<j probably well understood 
in Spain; but here, "ss, in many other instances, 
the translator must confess his ignorance, and r^ 
gcet that Ite can give no explanatiufi.*~^TiiU 
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And for the Scriptures, well have they 
been likened to a nose of wax^ which 
every finger and thumb may tweak to the 
fashion of their own fancy. You may 
well suppose how perversely those heretics 
will wrest the spirit, who have not scru- 
pled to corrupt the letter of the Grospel. 
In many editions of the English Bible ye 
has been substituted for u/e; Acts, vi.3. 
the Presbyterians having bribed the pvinter 
thus to favour their heresy. Were you to 
hear the stress which some of these Puri- 
tans lay upon the necessity of perusing the 
Scriptures, you might suppose they had 
adopted the Jewish notion, that the first 
thing which God himself does every mom* 
ing, is to read three hours in the Bible. 

You said to me, Examine into the opi- 
nions of the different heretics, and you 
will be in no danger of heresy ; and you 
requested me to send you full accounts of 
all that I should see, learn and think du- 
ring this inquiry, as the^main confession 
you should require. The result will prove 
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that your confidence was not misplaced ; 
that nolhing could teach me so feelingly 
the blessing of healthy as a course of stu- 
dies in an infirmary. 

Many of the names of this hydra brood 
need no explanation; the others I shall 
explain as I understand them^ and those 
which are left untouched you may con- 
sider as too insignificant in their numbers^ 
or in their points of difference, to require 
more than the mere insertion of their titles 
in the classification of heresies. The 
Dunkers and Sandemonians, the Baxteri- 
ans and Muggletonians, may be left ht 
obscurity with the Tascadrogiti and Asco- 
drogrti, the Perticonasati of old, the Pas- 
salaronciti, and Artotyriti, of whom St. 
Jerome might well say^ Magis portenta 
quam nomina. 

Some of these sects differ from the esta- 
blishment in discipline only, others both 
in doctrine and discipline ; they are either 
political, or fanatical, or both* .In^II 
cases it may be remarked that the dissent- 
vox. J. a 
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ing ministers^ as they arc called^ are mort 
zealous than the regular clergy, because 
they cither choose their profession for con* 
science sake^ or take it up as a trade, in- 
fluenced either 'by enthusiasm or knavery, 
\\'hich are so near akin and so much alike, 
that it is generally difficult, and sometimes 
impossible, to distinguish one from the 
other. 

When the schism was fairly established 
in this island by the accursed Elizabeth, 
all sons of heresies sprung up like weeds 
in a neglected fiejd. The new establish- 
ment paid its court to the new head of- the 
church by the most slavish doctrines ; the 
more abject, the more were they unlike the 
principles of the Catholic religion, and also 
to the political tenet's of the noncon- 
formists. The consequence was, a strict 
union between the clergy and the crown ; 
while, on the other band, all the fanatics, 
however at variance in other points, were 
conn(2cted by their common hkred of this 
^double tyranny. Elizabeth kept them 
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down hy the Inquisition : she martyred the 
Catholic teachers, and put the Puritans to 
a slower death by throwing them into 
dungeons, and leaving them to rot there 
amid their own excrement. They str^ngih- 
. ened during, the reign of her timorous suc- 
cessor, and overthrew the monarchy and 
hierarchy together under Charles, the 
martyr of the English schismatical church. 
Then they quarrelled among themselves ; 
and one party, disappointed of effecting 
its own establishment, brought back 
Charles II, who ruled them with a rod of 
iron. A little prudence in James would 
have restored England to the bosom of 
the church ; but he offended the clergy by 
his precipitance, forced them to coalesce 
with the Dissenters, and lost his crown. 
His father's fate was before his eyes, and 
he feared to lose his head also ; but had he 
been bold enough to set it at slake, and 
been as willing to be a martyr as he was 
to be a co^ifessor, a bloodier civil war 
miglvt have been excited in EA\^V^wd vV\^\v 
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in Ireland ; England might have been his 
by conquest as well as by birth^ and the 
religion of the conqueror imposed upon 
the people. 

This resolution occasioned anew schism. 
From the time of their first establishment 
the clergy had been preaching the doc- 
tsines of absolute power and passive obe- 
dience J that kings govern by a right'di- 
vine, and, therefore, are not amenable to 
mat! for their conduct. These principles 
had taken deep root in consequence of the 
general fear and hatred against the Cal* 
vinists. No inconsiderable portion of the 
clergy^ therefore, however heartily they 
dreaded the restoration of what they called 
Popery by Japies, could not in conscience 
assent to the accession of William : in- 
deed, the more sincerely they had depre- 
cated the former danger, the less could 
they reconcile their really tender con- 
sciences to the Revolution. They there- 
fore resigned, or rather were displaced 
from, their sees and benefices, and lin- 
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gered about half a century as a distinct 
sect', under the title of Nonjuror's. These 
men were less dangerous to the new go* 
vemment than they who, having the same 
opinions without the same integrity, took 
the oaths of allegiance^ and washed them 
down with secret bumpers to King James. 
But great part of. the clergy sincerely ac- 
quiesced in the Whig principles ; and this 
number was continpally increasing as long 
as such principles were the fashion of the 
court. Of this the government were well 
aware : they let the malcontents * alone^ • 
knowing that where the carcase is there 
will the crows be gathered together; and 
in this case it so happened that the com- 
mon frailty and the common sense of 
mankind coincided. 

I have related in my last how the Dis* 
senters, from the republican tendency of 
their principles, became again obnoxious 

* Don Manuel seems not to recollect Dr. Sa 
chevereli, or not to have heard of him.— Tr. 
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to government during the present reign ; 
the ascendancy of the old high church and 
. tory party, and the advantages which have 
resulted to the true religion. Their in- 
ternal state has undergone as great a 
change. One part of them has insensibly 
lapsed into Socinianism, a heresy, till . of 
late years, almost unknown in England ; 
and into this party all the indifierentists 
from other sects, who do not choose, for 
political motives, to join the establish- 
ment, naturally fall. The establishment 
• itself furnishes a supply by the falling off 
^ of those of its members, who, in the 
progress of inquiry, discover that tbe 
church of England is neither one thing 
nor another; that in matters of religion 
all must rest upon faith, or upon reason | 
and have unhappily preferred the sandy 
foundation of human wit. Crede ut in^ 
telligaSj noli mtelligere ut credaSy is the 
wise precept of St. Augustine; but these 
heretics have discarded the fathers as well 
as the saints ! These become Socinian^ 5 
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and though many of them do not stop 
here in the career of unbelief, they still 
frequent the meeting-houses, and are 
numbered among the sect. With these all 
the hydra brood of Arianism and Pela- 
gianism^ and. all the anti-calvinist Dis- 
senters have united ; each preserving its 
own peculiar tenets, but all agreeing in 
their abhorrence of Calvinism, their love 
of unbounded freedom of opinion, and in 
consequence their hostility to any church 
establishment. All, however, by thia 
Union, and still more by the medley of 
doctrines which are preached as the pulpit 
happens to be filled by a minister of one 
persuasion or the other, are insensibly 
modified and assimilated to each other; 
and this assimilation will probably become 
complete, as the older members,* who 
were more rigidly trained in the orthodoxy 
of heterodoxy, drop off. A body will 
remain respectable for riches, numbers, 
erudition and talents, but without zeal 
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and without generosity j and they will fall 
asunder at no very remote period^ because 
they do not aflford their ministers stipends 
sufficient for the decencies of life^ The 
church must be kept together by a golden 
; chain ; and this, which is typically true 
of the true church, is literally applicable 
to every false one. These sectarians call 
themselves the enlightened part of the 
Dissenters ; but the children of Mammon 
are wiser in their generation than such 
children of light. 

From this party, therefore, the church 
of England has nothing to fear, though of 
late years its hostility has been erringly 
directed against them. They are rather 
its allies than its enemies, an advanced 
guard who haye pitched their camp upon 
the very frontiers of infidelity, and exert 
themselves, in combating the unbelievers 
on one hand, and the Calvinists on the 
other. They have the fate of Servetus for 
their wsfrning, which the followers of 
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Calvin justify^ and are ready to make their 
precedent. Should these sworn foes to 
the establishment suoceed in overthrowing 
it^ a burnt-offering of anti-trinitarianS' 
would be the first illumination for the 
victory. 
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flittering Places. — Taste for the Pidn^ 
resque. — Encomiendas^ 

The English migrate as regularly as 
rooks. Home-sickness is a disease which 
has no existence in a certain state of ci- 
vilisatiou or of luxury* and instead of it 
these islanders are subject to periodical 
fits of what I shall beg leave to call oiko^. 
phobia^ a disorder with which physicians 
are perfectly well acquainted, though it 
may not yet have been catalogued in the 
uom'cnclature of nosology. 

la old timesj that is to say, two gene- 
rations ago, mineral springs were the only 
places of resort. Now the Nereids have 
as many votaries as the Naiads, and the^ 
tribes of wealth and fashion swarm down 
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to the sea coast as punctually as the land 
crabs in the West Indies march the same 
way. These people, who have unques- 
tionably the best houses of any people in 
Europe, and more conveniences about 
them to render home comfortable, crowd 
themselves into the narrow apartments 
and dark streets of a little country town, 
just at that time of the year when instinct 
seems to make us^ like the lark,, desirous 
of as much sky-room as possible. The 
price they pay for these lodgings is exorr 
bhant 5 the more expensive the place, the 
more numerous are the visitors;, for the 
pride of wealth is as ostentatious in this 
country as ever the pride of- birth has been 
elsewhere. In their haunts, however, these 
visitors are capricious y they frequent a 
coast some seasons in succession, like 
herrings, and then desert it for some other, 
with as little apparent motive as the fish 
have for varying their track. It is fashion 
which influences them," not the beauty of 
the place, not the desirableness of the 
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^ accommodations^ not the convenience of 
the shore for their ostensible purpose, 
bathing. Wherever one of the queen 
bees of fashion sdights, a whole swarm 
follows her. They go into the country 
for the sake of seeing company, not for 
retirement; and in all this there is more 
reason than you perhaps have yet im^* 
gined. 

The fact is, that in these heretical coun- 
tries parents have but one way of disposing 
of their daughters, and in that way it be- 
comes less and less easy to dispose of 
them evefy year, because the modes of 
living become continually more expensive^ 
the number of adventurers in every pro- 
fession yearly' increases, and of course 
every adventurer's chance of success is 
proportionately diminished. They who ' 
have daughters take them to these public 
places to look for husbands ; and there is no 
indelicacy in this, because others who have 
no such motive for frequenting them go 
ikewice, in consequence of the fashioji,^ — . 
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or of habits which they have acquired in 
their younger days. This is so general^ 
that health has almost ceased to be the 
pretext. . Physicians^ indeed^ still send 
those who have more complaints than they 
can cure^ or so few that they can discover 
none^ to some of the fashionable spas^ 
which are supposed to be medicinal because 
they are nauseous ; they still send the 
paralytic to find relief at Bath or to lopk 
for it^ and the consumptive to die at the 
Hot- wells: yet even to these places more 
persons go in quest of pleasure than of 
relief^ and the parades and pump-rooms 
there exhibit something more like the 
Dance of Death than has ever perhaps 
been represented elsewhere in real life. 

There is another way of passing the 
summer which is equally, if not nw)re, 
fashionable. Within the last thirty years 
a taste for the picturesque has sprung^ up ; 
— and a course of summer travelling is 
now looked upon to be as essential as 
ever a course of spring physic was in old 
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limes- While one of the flocks oF fashion 
migrates to the sea-coast^ another flies off 
to the mountains of Wales^ to the lakes 
inthe northera provincesj or to Scotland; 
eome to mineralogize^ some to botanize^ 
•ome to take -views of tiie country,— all to 
study the picturesque, a* new science for 
which a new language has been formed^ 
apd for which t^e English have discovered' 
a new sense in themselves, which assuredly 
was not possessed by their fathers. Thisr 
iS'Oiie of the customs to which it suits a^ 
stranger to conform. My business is to 
see the country, — and, to confess' the 
truth, T have myself caught something o£ 
this passion for the picturesque^ firom con- 
versation, from books,, and still more 
from the beautiful landscapes in water 
colours, in which the English excel all 
other nations*. 

To the lakes ^ then I am preparing to 
set out. D. will be my companion. We 
go by way of Oxford, Birmingham, andr 
Liverpool, and return by York and Cam*- 



bridge, designing to travel by stage over 
the less interesting provinces^ and^ when 
fice reach the land of lakes, to go on foot^ 
in true picturesque costume, with a kna|>-« 
sack . slung over the shoulder.—-! anil 
smiling at the elevation o£ yours^ and the 
astonishment in your arched brows. Even 
so : — it is the custom in England. Young 
Englishmen have discovered that they can 
walk as. well as the well-girt Greeks in the 
days of old, and they have taught me the 
use of my legs- 

I have packed up a box of encomiendas 
to go during my absence by the Sally^ the 
captain of which has promised ta deposit- 
it safely with our friend Baltazar.. One 
case of razors is for my father ; they are 
of the very best fabric ; my friend Benito 
has never wielded such instruments since 
first he took man by the nose. I have 
added a case of lancets for Benito himself 
at his own request, and in addition the 
newest instrument for drawing teeth, re- 
Biembering the last griixder which he dis* 
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located for me^ and obeying the precept of 
returning good for evil. The cost stands 
6yef to my own charity score^ and I shall 
account for it with my confessor. Padre 
Antonio will admit it as aloM, it being 
manifestly designed to save my neighbours 
from the pains of purgatory upon earth. 
The Tamp is infinitely superior to any thing 
you have eVer seen in our own country,— 
but England is the land of ingenuity. 1 
have written such particular instructions 
that there can be no difficulty in using it. 
The smaller parcel is Dona Isabel's com- 
mission. If she ask how I like the English 
ladies, say to her, in the words of the Ho«- 
mance. 

Que no quiero amores 

En Inglaterra, 
Pues otros mejores* 

Tengo yo en nai tierra. 

The case of sweetmeats is Mrs. J/s pre- 
sent to my mother. There is also a hamper 

♦ That I want no loves in England, because I have 
other better ones th n^ own country^^^TR^ 
6 
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of cheese, the choicest which could be 
prociired. One, with the other case of 
razors, you will send to Padre Antonio, 
and tell him that in this land of heresy I 
shall be as mindful 9f my faith as of my 
friends. 
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Journey to Oxford. — Stage- Coach Travel- 
ling and Company. 

Thursday, July 1# 

1 HE Stage-coach in which we had ta^cn 
our placoe was to start at six. We met at 
the inn, and saw our trunks safely stowed 
in the boot, as they call a great receptacle 
for baggage, under the coachman's feet r 
this is a necessary precaution for travellers 
in a place where rogues of every descrip- 
tion swarm, and in^a case where neglect 
would be as mischievous as knavery.— 
There were two other passengers, who, 
with ourselves, filled the coach. The one 
was evidently a member of the university ; 
the other a fat vulgar woman who had stored 
ber#cLf with cakes^. oranges and cordials 



JOURNEY TO OXFORD 355 

for the journey. She had with her a large 
bundle which she would not tnist in the 
boot, and which was too big, to go in the 
seat, so she carried it upon her lap. A 
man and woman, who had accompanied 
her to the inn, stood by the coach till it 
set off; relations they seemed to be, by the 
familiar manner in which they spoke of 
those to whom she was returning, sending 
their love to one, and requesting to hear ot 
another, and repeating ' Be sure you let us 
know you are got safe,' till the very last 
minute. The machiqe started within a 
few minutes of the time appointed ; th6 
coachman smacked his whip, as if proud 
'of his dexterity, and we rattled over the 
stones with a fearful velocity, for he was 
driving four horses. In Piccadilly he 
stopped at another inn, where all the 
western stages call as they enter or go out 
of town ^ here we took in another cargo of 
parcels, two passengers mounted the roof, 
Mid we once more proceeded. 

We -left town by the great western road?^ 
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the same way 'which I had entered. It 
was a great relief when we exchanged thoi^ 
violent jolting over the stones for steady 
motion on a gravel road ; but the paved, 
ways were met with again in all the little 
towns and townlets * j and as these for a 
considerable distance almost join each 
other, it was a full hour before >ve felt 
ourselves fairly in the country. Severa) 
stages passed us within a few miles of 
London, on their way up : they had been^ 
travelling all night; yet such are their regu* 
larity and emulation, that though they bad 
come about thirty leagues, and stopped at, 
different places, not one was more than ten 
minutes distance apart from another. 

Englishmen are not very social to stran- 
gers. Our fellow-traveller composed him* 
self to sleep in the corner of the coach ; 
but women are more communicative, and 
the good lady gave us her whole history 
before we arrived at the end of the first 

* Lugaret, Villages would have been an impro- 
per name for such places as Kensington, &c. 
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Stage ; — ^how she had been to see her sister 
who lived in th^ Borough^ and was now 
returning home ; that she had been to both 
the play-houses ; Astley's Amphitheatre, 
and the Royal Circus ; had seen the crown 
and the lions at the Tower, and the ele- 
phants at Exeter 'Change j and that on the 
night of the iliiunination she had been out 
till half after two o'clock, but never could 
get within sight of M, Otto's house. 1 
found that it raised me considerably in her 
estimation when I assured her that I had ' 
been more fortunate, and had actually 
seen it. She then execrated all who did 
not like the peace, told me what the price 
of bread had been durifig the war and how 
it had fallen, expressed a hope that Hol- 
lands and French brandy would fall also 5 
spoke with complacency of Boniiiprat, as 
she called him, and asked whether we 
loved him as well in our country as the 
people in England loved king George. On 
my telling her that I was a Spaniard, not a 
Frenchman, she accommodated her con- 
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yersation accordingly, said it \(^as a good 
thing to be at peace with Spain, because 
Spanish annatto and jar raisins came from 
that- cbuntry, and inquired how Spanish 
liquorice was made, and if the people 
wer'n't papists and never read in the Bible. 
You must not blame me for boasting of a 
lady's favours, if I say my answers were so 
satisfactory that I was pressed to partake 
of her cakes and oranges. 

We breakfasted at Slough, the secpncl 
stage; a little town which seems to be 
chiefly supported by its iiins. The room 
into which we were shown was not so well 
furnished as those which, were reserved for 
travellers in chaises ; in other respects we 
'were quite as well served, and perhaps 
more expeditiously. The breakfast service 
was on the table and the kettle boiling. 
When we paid the reckoning, the woman's 
share was divided among us ; it is the cus- 
tom in stage coaches,, that if there be but 
one woman in company the other passen- 
ger.^ pay for. her at the inns. 
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'.^ We S2i\y Windsor distinctly on the lefty 
standing on a little eminence^ a flag upon 
the tower indicating that the royal family 
were there/ Almost under it were the 
pinnacles of Eton college, where most of 
the young nobility are educated imrae* 
diately under th<^ sovereign's eye. An inn 
was pointed out to me by the road side, 
where a whole party, many years ago, 
were poisoned, by eating food which had 
been prepared in a copper vessel. The 
country is flat, or little diversified with 
risings, beautifully verdant, though with 
far more uncultivated ground than you 
would suppose could possibly be permitted 
so near to such a metropolis. The fre- 
quent towns, the number of houses by 
the road side, and the apparent com- 
fort and cleanliness of all, the travellers 
whom we met, and the gentlemen's seats, 
as they are called, in sight, every one 
of which was mentioned in my Book of 
the Roads, kept my attention perpetually 
alive. All the houses are of brick 5 and I 
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did not see one which appeared to be above 
half a century old. 

We crossed the I'hames over Maiden* 
head-bridge, so called from the near town, 
where a head of one of the eleven thou- 
sand virgins was once venerated. Here the 
river is rather beautiful than majestic; in* 
deed nothing larger than barges navigate it 
above London. The bridge is a handsome 
stone pile, and the prospect on either hand 
delightful ; but chiefly up the river, where 
many fine seats are situated on the left 
bank, amid hanging woods. As the day 
was very fine, D. proposed that we should 
mount the roof; to which I assented, not 
without some little secret perturbation ; 
and, to confess the truth, for a few mi- 
nutes I repented my temerity. We sate 
, upon the bare roof, immediately in front, 
our feet resting upon a narrow shelf which 
was fastened behind the coachman's seat, 
and being further or closer as the body of 
the coach was jolted, sometimes it s.wung 
from under us, and at others squeezed the 
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foot back» Tbore was only a low iron tax 
oo each side to secure os^ or rather to hoi d 
by^ for otherwise it was no security. At 
first it was fearful to look down over the 
driver upon four horses going with such 
rapidity^ or upon the rapid motion of the 
wheels immediately below us : but I soon 
lost all sense of darker, or, to speak more 
truly, found that no danger existed except 
in imagination ; for if I sate freely, and 
feared nothing, there was in realit)^ nothing 
to fear. 

The Oxford road branches off here from 
the great Western one, in a northerly di* 
rectioh. A piece of waste which we crossed, 
called Maidenhead Thicket^ (though now 
not woodland as the name implies,) was 
formerly infamous for robberies : and our 
coachman observed that it would recover 
its old reputation, as soon as the soldiers 
and sailors were paid off. I have beard 
apprehensions of this kind very generally 
expressed. The soldiers have little or no 
money when they are discharged, and the 
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VAleering by sea are very weU lul^plmi to ^ 
?«in^6r 4i)l «Qri]^)esj^QQnfjefiimgriii€itf^ 

1%aates ftgaio^-r-sltU the same (}uiet:;t|Mir 
ibffjK|Uful BtfaafiEi : ibe yiew« we d^eended ^ 
%]pa|;.hiJl was: eic0edkigly -fiae : ibe rm^: 
fras .wio^ing b^ow, a fiae ; ataOte /bi»dlgr 
^cvosft'itj and ia k^ge £MEidiliaod0enbe.i{g«fl^ 
iinniediately Qnibe otb^ iside ; t a lojvv«^ ian 
daed^ confiidefably ku^r tbaAtanj^^wlitdi 
we had ps^sedi. . Tbe^e e>t«ee ooac^sit^iMA 
adil^ir^Iy ^aanaged : reiiQi^jQC ImnieaiiMPa 
ready at e^iftipy poat :& ia^iS^Biia^tbi^iCpteii 
diriy^a up |hey |kce brQUghfeom^ MwbiR^srf 
f^FceJy detaioed i^mii^uiM. TheKioadbv 
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9Ai tWfmMm firldttli to reoeJi^ 

bii4ietm'£lleii^ haiti a^ toon as the tiKn 

of f dik ii^iods WIS <faear(L bi fict^ be li^i 

upoo ^ road^ and is^ at faifme whennpoh 

bii coacli^botu 

l'3lieMMitiyiin|>i'«»rad after we leftHeii*' 

ley ; it becanwe tnore broken wUb biHty' 

bettieiioulirfaled^ aad batter wooded^ It it 

hnpowblenot to ttbe theirallas^ ao much 

ojpiileiice^ aiid ao miicb jornaiiaent it viatbia' 

about them y Bat it ia alao knpomble ndt 

termch tha^tbe domestic arcbitecture of 

England were in a belter taste. Dinnel* 

wa» veady for tis at Netdebed : it was ai 

rery^goQd'One; nor was there any thing tb' 

ooaifriasn of ttxsept tbe strange castDni tif 

oaUkig far u^ine wbich yoaJcnow to be badj 

aod paying an iexira^gant price for what 

yott>wobM radiep not drink. Tbe coatb^ 

aotta-deft'tis tore, and reoeived from «acft 

tritraoNidi^abpiHtiigcaa a gratuit^/^hich^^bfe 
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